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MEETING-HOUSES 


First  House  erected — before  the  Church  was  separated  from 
the  mother  church  in  Salem — approximately  on  the  site  of 
the  small  building  on  Hale  Street,  formerly  the  Parish 
Vestry,  now  owned  by  the  Salvation  Army.  It  was  in  gen¬ 
eral  Municipal  use,  not  only  for  church  purposes,  but  also 
for  Town-meetings,  schools  etc.,  and  also  as  a  powder-house 
for  the  reason  that  there  was  no  heat  in  the  building. 

Second  House  erected  on  the  present  site.  The  terms  of  con¬ 
tract  for  building  were  “£370  in  silver,  the  one  half  to  be 
paid  at  the  raising,  and  the  other  half  at  the  delivery  of  the 
key;  otherwise  £550,  the  one  half  in  Indian  corn,  and  the 
other  half  in  pork  at  prices  current,  the  one  half  to  be  paid 
at  the  next  May  day,  and  the  other  at  Michelinas”. 

Third  House  erected,  and  forms  frame-work  of  the  building 
now  in  use. 

House  enlarged. 

Meeting-House  first  warmed — by  two  stoves. 

House  remodelled,  and  organ  installed. 

House  frescoed  inside  and  out. 

North  side  of  roof  injured  by  fire. 

House  remodelled. 

House  altered  and  new  organ  installed. 

House  completely  refurnished  and  new  windows  installed ; 
addition  made  to  the  organ  and  the  rear  room. 

Tablet  unveiled  in  memory  of  Joanna  B.  Prince  and  Hannah 
Hill,  founders  of  the  Sunday  School  in  1810. 

Tablet  dedicated  in  memory  of  Rev.  Ellery  Channing  Butler. 

The  “Max  Lovell  Butler”  Chimes  installed. 
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MR.  THAYER’S  CENTENNIAL  ADDRESS: 

My  Respected  Friends  and  Auditors  of  this  numerous 
Assembly, — As  I  saw  this  bright  and  genial  October  sun  rise  from 
its  ocean  bed  yonder,  my  thoughts  being  occupied  with  preparation  for 
these  anniversary  services,  I  was  ready  to  recognize  it  as  imaging 
Heaven’s  smile  upon  them.  I  could  easily  fancy  it,  in  relation  to  them 
and  their  objects,  illuming  and  bearing  a  benediction  from  the  past, 
shedding  a  brilliant  radiance  on  the  present,  and  casting  cheering 
beams  into  the  future.  And  though  here  and  there,  even  in  the  ef¬ 
fulgence  of  this  morning’s  rays,  as  in  all  human  experiences  and  an¬ 
ticipations, — 

“A  cloud  I  might  behold, 

Hope  played  on  its  edges  and  tinged  them  with  gold.” 

On  this  beautiful  and  chosen  day  we  have  met,  to  exchange  mutual 
congratulations,  and  to  indulge  meditations  on  the  past,  the  present, 
and  the  future,  which  may  befit  the  introduction  of  a  new  century, — 
the  advent  of  the  third  century  in  the  life  of  this  parish.  That  the 
occasion  is  one  of  no  common  interest,  is  attested  by  the  large  audience 
before  me,  composed  not  only  of  the  parishioners  and  those  more  im¬ 
mediately  concerned,  but  of  others  far  and  near  who  have  afforded 
their  countenance  and  sympathy.  The  mother  church,  the  first  in 
Salem,  has  here  her  representation,  headed  by  one  of  her  most  able 
ministers,  who  at  the  same  time  is  to  be  regarded  as  among  her  chief  lay 
supporters  and  pillars,  and  whom  I  am  most  happy  to  regard  as  the 
friend  of  my  youth,  my  life-long  friend.  The  eldest  daughter  of  this 
church,  now  more  than  a  century  and  a  half  in  age,  the  second  in 
Beverly,  is  represented  by  various  members,  and  especially  by  one  with 
whom,  as  its  pastor,  I  was  for  many  years  in  public  and  private  very 
cordially  and  agreeably  associated.  Representatives  from  all  the  other 
churches  of  the  town  the  loving,  and  we  trust  beloved,  mother  hails  at 
this  time,  and  would  gather  them  under  her  wings.  One  sadly  I  miss, 
— the  lately  deceased  pastor  of  the  Dane-street  Church,  the  theologian, 
the  scholar,  the  Christian  gentleman,  bearing  a  name  and  title  familiar 
and  dear  in  this  parish,  and  in  a  much  wider  circle, — Dr.  Abbot,  with 
whom  for  more  than  twenty  years  I  was  intimately  and  happily  con¬ 
nected  in  social  intercourse,  and  in  educational,  reformatory,  and  other 
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public  concerns;  and  whose  heart,  however  he  might  differ  from  us  in 
faith  or  mode,  I  am  sure  would  have  been,  rather  I  would  say  may  be, 
with  you  and  me  to-day. 

I  could  have  wished  that  it  might  have  been  committed  to  some 
one  abler  and  worthier  to  meet  the  demands  of  this  occasion.  The 
invitation  to  do  so  came  to  me  w’hen  not  quite  in  my  usual  health  and 
strength,  and  w'hen  other  engagements  left  me  but  brief  space  for  com¬ 
plying  with  it.  But  coming  as  it  did,  with  the  unanimous  vote  of  the 
parish  to  which  I  had  so  long,  and  so  pleasantly  to  myself  at  least, 
sustained  the  pastoral  relation,  and  accompanied  with  the  expressed 
wish  of  the  present  pastor,  it  had  to  me  the  force  of  a  mandate  wThich 
I  could  not  hesitate  to  obey.  I  confess  also  the  desire  to  lay  one  more 
offering,  humble  though  it  be,  on  this  altar,  at  which  my  early  fresh¬ 
ness  and  vigor  were  consecrated  to  the  service  of  this  ancient  and 
honorable  religious  society. 

I  call  it  ancient,  though  we  well  know  that  is  a  comparative  term. 
When  we  look  at  the  peoples,  nations,  institutions,  structures  of  the 
old,  and  even  of  the  new  world;  when  we  see  the  splendid  cathedrals 
in  which  our  ancestors  worshipped  before  they  left  their  dear  native 
land,  and  in  which  their  forefathers  for  centuries  had  worshipped ; 
when,  as  I  have  seen,  plants  and  flowers  are  gathered  from  walls,  such 
as  those  of  the  cathedral  at  Cologne,  that  for  hundred  of  years  have 
been  in  building  and  not  yet  completed, — plants  nourished  and  caused 
to  flourish  and  bud  and  bloom  by  literally  the  dust  of  ages ;  when  at  St. 
Peter’s  in  Rome  we  go  dowm  to  the  base,  and  explore  the  foundations 
on  which  a  former  temple  had  long  rested,  before  the  present,  the 
most  magnificent  of  modern  times,  w’as  erected  upon  them ;  and  when, 
further  on,  we  gaze  at  the  wonderful  ruins  of  Paestum,  standing  in 
solitary  grandeur  and  massive  proportions,  yet  steadily  crumbling 
under  the  inevitable  touch  of  decay, — we  are  reminded  at  once  of  the 
period  when  time  had  a  beginning,  and  of  that  when  it  shall  be  no 
more:  from  such  instances  alone,  we  feel  how  comparatively  brief  arc 
two  centuries,  even  though  they  do  cover  the  lives  of  six  generations  of 
men.  But  when  we  consider  what  is  included  in  these  last  two, — 
those  who  have  lived  and  acted  therein,  their  institutions,  revolutions, 
works,  whether  for  good  or  evil ;  and  how  in  this  region  the  small 
seed  here  sown  has  grown  and  fructified,  and  that  the  little  one  has 
become  thousands  and  millions,  and  before  this  century  closes  may  be 
an  hundred  millions, — we  realize,  it  may  be  imperfectly,  that  as — 

“One  glorious  hour  of  crowded  life 
Is  worth  an  age  without  a  name,” — 

so  it  is  grand  and  glorious  to  live  within  a  space,  longer  or  shorter  be 
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it  rated,  in  which  so  much  has  been  dared,  experienced,  and  ac¬ 
complished.  And  as  wisdom  consisteth  not  in  length  of  days  or  years, 
so  it  is  not  the  dim,  hoar-frosted,  irrevocable  past,  but  the  ages  in 
which  the  greatest  advances  have  been  made  in  physical,  social,  in¬ 
tellectual,  moral,  and  religious  culture,  by  which  true  and  real  an¬ 
tiquity  is  to  be  measured. 

The  Founders  of  the  Parish 

I  have  termed  our  society  honorable,  as  well  as  ancient.  Such 
indeed  I  regard  it.  When  I  think  of  the  noble  character  of  the  men 
and  women  by  whom  it  was  formed  and  has  been  sustained,  mv  heart 
swells  with  veneration  and  gratitude  toward  them ;  and  I  could  hardly 
say  which  of  the  emotions  predominates.  Its  founders,  so  far  as  I  can 
learn  from  its  records  and  from  contemporaneous  history,  were  all 
honorable  men.  The  two  who  took  the  lead  in  its  formation  were 
cast  in  no  common  mould,  were  of  nature’s  nobility.  These  were 
Roger  Conant  and  Thomas  Lothrop, — the  former  styled,  in  the 
language  of  their  day,  “a  prudent,  pious,  and  worthy  gentleman and 
the  latter,  “a  godly  and  courageous  commander.”  Conant  may  in 
truth  be  considered  the  patriarch,  not  only  of  this  parish,  but  of  this 
region  and  the  whole  Massachusetts  colony.  Born  in  England,  he 
came  over,  in  the  prime  of  his  manhood,  to  then  infant  settlement  at 
Plymouth,  entirely  willing  to  carry  on  the  “wilderness  work”  which 
had  there  been  commenced, — fully  prepared  to  share  the  privation, 
trials,  and  struggles  that  attended  its  beginning.  Soon,  finding,  how¬ 
ever,  that  he  differed  in  important  respects,  or  at  least  those  so  deemed, 
from  the  Plymouth  colonists,  he  resolved  on  a  change  of  residence. 
The  main  point  of  difference  was,  that,  while  they  w^ere  Separatists, — 
determined  to  wholly  separate  from  the  English  Church,  even  to 
abolishing  the  celebration  of  Christmas, — he  was  bent  on  freeing  it 
of  existing  errors  and  corruptions,  and  adhering  to  its  support.  The 
element  of  his  character  thus  revealed, — that  of  mingled  conservatism 
and  liberality, — let  me  say  by  the  way,  runs  as  a  gold  thread,  and 
vibrates  like  a  delicate,  melodious  string,  through  the  entire  history 
of  this  parish.  That  such  should  have  been  the  case,  it  is  not  un¬ 
reasonable  to  ascribe  in  no  small  measure  to  the  spirit  by  which  its 
chief  founder  was  distinguished  and  actuated,  and  which  would  seem 
to  have  left  its  impress  on  his  own  and  many  succeeding  generations. 
From  Plymouth  he  went  to  Nantasket,  now  Hull,  in  Boston  Bay;  but, 
after  a  brief  stay  there,  he  was  appointed  to  act  as  governor  of  a 
station  established  by  an  English  company  at  Gloucester  harbor,  Cape 
Ann,  for  fishing  and  trade.  While  discharging  faithfully  the  duties 
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of  this  office,  he  evinced  singular  wisdom  and  power  of  conciliation  in 
the  adjustment  of  difficulties  that  had  arisen  between  some  of  his  own 
company  and  another  party  headed  by  the  celebrated  warrior,  Miles 
Standish,  and  which  seriously  threatened  to  terminate  in  bloodshed. 
Meanwdiile  he  had  coasted  up  and  down  the  beautiful  south  shore  of 
the  Cape;  agreeing,  no  doubt,  with  Captain  John  Smith  of  Virginia 
memory,  that  it  was  the  “paradise  of  all  these  parts.”  It  has  indeed 
been  justly  compared  to  some  of  the  fine  points  on  the  Mediterranean. 
The  view  from  the  height  above  Mingo’s  beach  bears  a  striking  re¬ 
semblance  to  that  from  Cicero’s  villa  on  the  sea  at  Mola  di  Gaeta. 
Smith’s  first  impression  certainly  receives  a  full  indorsement  from  the 
prevailing  current  of  taste  and  fashion. 

Having  met  with  some  disasters,  and  regarding  his  position  as 
one  of  temporary  and  commercial  expediency,  Conant  decided  to  locate 
farther  up  the  bay.  The  location  on  which  he  fixed  is  the  neck  of 
land  on  the  south-west  point  of  Beverly  Harbor.  To  this  he  was  in¬ 
duced,  perhaps,  by  the  considerations  which  are  said  to  have  influenced 
the  first  settlers  of  Boston, — that  being  peninsular,  and  connected  with 
the  mainland  by  a  narrow  isthmus,  they  might  be  the  better  protected 
from  bears,  wolves,  and  mosquitoes.  And  yet  even  now  bears  of  some 
sort  invade  State  Street,  and  exult  or  moan,  as  their  case  may  be ;  and 
wolves,  though  possibly  in  sheep’s  clothing,  may  be  found  in  Beacon 
Street, — and  fortunate  are  the  inhabitants  who  are  exempt  from  the 
buzz  and  sting  of  the  insects  last  named.  In  the  autumn  of  1626,  he, 
with  his  little  band,  numbering  not  more  than  thirty  in  all,  came,  land¬ 
ing  (tradition  has  it)  on  the  rock  west  of  the  southerly  end  of  Essex 
Bridge.  Geologists  term  the  stone  “metamorphic”  and  find  on  it  the 
marks  of  no  less  than  eleven  volcanic  eruptions.  Well — and  with  no 
irreverence  surely — might  we  wish  that  the  almighty  Being,  who  in 
his  wonder-working  caused  them,  had,  as  a  twelfth  signature  of  his 
divine  power,  affixed  the  very  footprints  of  the  worthy  company  that 
first  stepped  on  that  rock,  to  make  here  their  permanent  abode.  The 
rock  of  Plymouth,  on  which  the  forefathers  landed,  must  ever  retain  its 
prominence,  be, — as  it  were,  the  corner-stone  of  New  England.  It  has 
been  facetiously  called  our  Blarney-stone.  But  for  ever  holy  and 
hallowed  will  be  the  spot  where  first  the  Pilgrim  fathers  trod.  Do  not 
both  that  I  have  named,  the  one  on  the  south  and  the  other  on  the 
north  shore  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  alike  typify  the  solid  foundations  of 

learning,  religion,  and  character,  on  which  our  Commonwealth  is 
built?  Literally,  as  well  as  metaphorically,  may  it  be  said  to  have  been 

founded  on  a  iock.  Conant’s  principal  companions  in  thus  establishing 

• 

10 


! 


m  ipsaUban  *o  bn.  b“'“v»  **  ' 

.  ..  b  nloM  »  .*  *b  no  «Iliv  .  n«0  «»i  «*  «  *'"*'"* 


,o:,*-,a  ni  bnuol  «l  ,«n  ,*»ubofe  *M>*  «  t*1**  •'»"<■'  ; 

.tomsn  ml  «*»«i 

,rr  >bx)»  n-mmm  lb*  si5fl  5J*m  O’  -**"  «*  “  ba^f 

«H  11  biir.isn'l  vnM  \o  snow -ismoo  site  .w™  »  **— *  '  ' 

,d?  no  who  irtl  bn*  rfJnos  Mb  no  50*  5dl  ak>«.n  ***  .  M*  >- 

,i  ot  biM  5 d  »  W- 

jniiiiildtiljs  «uril  ni  *noin*<imo5  In  ;un:  i"  .  )oi.noJJ  ,^"J8' 


himself  were  John  Woodberrv,  John  Balch,  and  Peter  Palfrey.  I  take 
great  pleasure  in  recognizing  in  the  last  name  that  of  an  ancestor  of 
John  G.  Palfrey,  who,  by  his  efforts  in  Congress  and  his  writings,  did 
so  much  to  expose,  cripple,  and  eventually  destroy  the  “slave-power,” 
and  by  his  literary  and  professional  career,  and  especially  his  History 
of  New  England,  has  so  illustrated  and  adorned  her  historic  annals. 
As  the  acknowledged  leader  in  this  new  enterprise,  Conant  immediately 
and  with  characteristic  energy  set  about  organizing  his  little  colony. 
Scarcely,  however,  was  this  arduous  labor  begun,  when  an  unexpected 
and  trying  emergency  arose.  An  Episcopalian  clergyman,  Lyford,  who 
had  ministered  to  the  settlers  at  Cape  Ann,  and  afterwards,  on  the 
breaking-up  of  that  settlement,  to  those  of  them  whom  he  accompanied 
hither,  having  received  a  pressing  invitation  to  remove  to  Virginia, 
decided  on  himself  accepting  it,  and  also  strongly  urged  all  the  other 
colonists  at  Naumkeag,  as  this  region  was  then  called,  to  join  him  in 
so  doing,  which  would  have  involved  the  entire  uprooting  of  the  settle¬ 
ment  here  commenced.  Some,  a  few  only,  influenced  largely  by  sever¬ 
ity  of  climate,  by  dread  of  Indian  hostility,  of  famine,  and  many  and 

Roger  Conant's  Determination  and  Vision 

great  privations,  yielded  to  his  persuasions.  But  on  Conant  (says 
Phippen’s  interesting  and  able  sketch  of  him  and  his  associates,  styled 
“Old  Planters,”  in  the  publications  of  the  Essex  Institute)  they  fell 
powerless,  like  arrows  on  a  rock.  It  was  then,  indeed,  that  he  assumed 
the  attitude  and  bearing  of  a  Christian  hero;  saying  in  substance,  if 
not  in  so  many  terms,  “Go  every  one  of  you  that  will.  Though  all  else 
forsake,  I  will  not  forsake.  Here  is  my  foot  planted ;  and  here,  God 
willing,  it  shall  remain.  Pleasant  are  the  places  on  which  our  lines 
have  fallen.  Desert  though  they  now  be,  yet  shall  they  rejoice  and 
blossom  as  the  rose.  Here,  on  this  spot,  will  I  watch  and  wait;  assured 
that  if  you,  one  and  all,  depart,  a  larger  and  goodlier  company  will  be 
gathered  on  these  shores.  Equally  sure  am  I,  that  here  the  true  and 
everlasting  gospel  shall  be  preached  and  propagated,  and  a  pure  and 
living  church  established ;  that  here  shall  be  founded  an  asylum  for  the 
persecuted  and  oppressed  everywhere ;  here  the  seeds  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty  be  sown,  to  spring  up  and  flourish  in  rich  luxuriance ; 
and  here  a  way  be  opened  for  the  advent  of  a  great,  free  prosperous, 
and  happy  people.” 

Toward  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1628,  John  Endicott  arrived 
with  what,  in  that  day  of  small  things,  seemed  a  numerous  company, 
and  which,  together  with  the  previous  residents,  swelled  the  whole 
population  to  upwards  of  a  hundred  persons.  Timely  and  valuable 
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as  was  this  acquisition  of  numbers,  character,  and  resources,  Conant 
immediately  found  himself  involved  in  further  and  serious ‘difficulties. 
With  the  new-comers  came  the  intelligence  that  he  was  required  by 
the  proprietors  in  England,  who  had  shortly  before  been  re-organized, 
to  relinquish  his  office  into  other  hands.  On  this  being  announced,  a 
storm  of  indignation  burst  forth  that  shook  to  its  base  the  colony,  still 
unsettled  and  insecure,  struggling  for  mere  existence,  in  dubious  in¬ 
fancy  that  might  result  in  life  or  death.  His  old  companions  and  fol¬ 
lowers  were  reluctant,  nay  totally  unwilling,  to  have  their  tried, 
trusted,  and  beloved  leader  thus  summarily  superseded.  For  a  long 
time  the  controversy  between  the  respective  parties  was  warm  and 
violent,  so  that  Endicott  was  not,  till  nine  months  after  his  arrival, 
inaugurated  as  governor.  That  it  did  not  proceed  further,  and  reach 
extremes,  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  intelligence  and  high  worth  of  their 

Conant's  Pacific  Temper 

heads.  Especially  was  it  owing  to  the  practical  good  sense,  the  mild 
temper,  and  genuine  magnanimity  of  Conant,  that  an  amicable  ad¬ 
justment  was  effected,  and  graver  consequences  were  averted.  And,  as 
a  memorial  of  this  happy  and  auspicious  result,  at  the  suggestion,  it  is 
supposed,  of  the  revered  and  sainted  Francis  Higginson,  the  Hebrew 
name  Salem,  signifying  “City  of  Peace,”  was  given  to  the  place,  now 
become  historical,  being  well  known  in  this  and  other  countries,  and 
counting  by  scores  its  namesakes  scattered  over  all  parts  of  our  land. 

Active  and  efficient  as  he  was  in  securing  this  desirable  consumma¬ 
tion,  he  was  not  less  so  in  supporting  the  new  government.  The  “frame¬ 
house”  he  had  built  at  Gloucester  was,  we  may  presume  with  his  con¬ 
sent  and  co-operation,  taken  down,  and  carried  to  Salem,  for  the 
gubernatorial  residence,  a  portion  of  which  is  still  standing  on  the 
north-east  corner  of  Washington  and  Church  Streets.  Waiving  his 
Episcopalian  partialities,  if  such  yet  remained,  he,  with  others  who 
joined  him  in  forming  this  parish,  was  prominent  among  the  founders 
of  the  First  in  Salem, — the  first  Independent  Congregational  Church 
gathered  in  America ;  that  of  Plymouth  having  been  organized  on 
the  other  side  of  the  ocean.  He  joined  with  Endicott  in  extending  a 
cordial  welcome  to  Governor  John  Winthrop,  when,  in  the  summer  of 
1630,  he  arrived  with  his  numerous  fleet,  bringing  a  large  accession 
to  the  population  of  the  province,  and  having  with  him  the  London 
Company’s  charter,  with  full  power  to  administer  it ;  that  being  thus 
transferred  to  our  own  shore,  planted  on  our  soil,  and  destined  to 
undergo  various  modifications,  till  it  should  grow  into  the  magnificent 
tree  of  liberty,  from  which  have  been  and  are  to  be  gathered  so  rich 
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fruits,  and  whose  leaves  shall  be  for  the  healing,  peace,  joy  of  all 
nations.  Under  Winthrop’s  and  succeeding  administrations*,  Conant 
held  several  offices  of  trust  and  importance, — such  as  deputy  to  the 
first  General  Court  in  1634,  and  long  afterward  a  member  of  the 
Land  Board  and  justice  of  the  Quarter  Court, — besides  taking  a  deep 
and  active  interest,  individually  and  officially,  in  town  and  ecclesiastical 
affairs. 

It  was  in  1630  that  he  and  a  few  others  passed  over  to  form  a 
permanent  settlement  on  this — then  known  as  Bass  River — side ;  which 
they  did  on  a  line  extending  from  the  inner  harbor  to  the  cove  next 
below,  and  in  the  very  years  in  which  the  metropolis  of  our  Common¬ 
wealth  and  of  New  England  was  founded.  Associated  with  him  in 
this  undertaking  were  John  Balch,  John  and  William  Woodberry,  by 
the  last  of  whom  he  was  joined,  nearly  forty  years  later,  in  rearing 
this  Christian  church.  The  two  brothers  of  the  name  of  Woodberry 
have  ever  since  been  numerously  and  honorably  represented  by  their 
descendants  here  and  elsewhere.  Having,  with  four  other  original 
settlers,  received  from  the  town  of  Salem  a  grant  of  two  hundred 
acres  of  land  each  at  the  head  of  Bass  River,  Conant  soon  removed 
thither,  and  there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  protracted  life,  being 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  when  not  occupied  with  public  duties. 
His  last  appearance  in  public  was  at  the  head  of  a  petition  for  a  change 
of  the  name  of  this  town,  when  he  was  more  than  eighty  years  of  age. 
It  is  given  in  full  in  Stone's  valuable  History  of  Beverly,  and  is,  in 
view  of  his  advanced  age,  and  the  scenes  through  which  he  had  passed, 
peculiarly  touching.  Its  date  is  May  2S,  1671,  less  than  three  years 
after  the  town  was  incorporated  and  named.  He  addressed  it  “to  the 
honored  General  Court,  consisting  of  Magistrates  and  Deputies," 
commencing  with  an  affecting  allusion  to  his  early  experience  as  a 
colonist,  thus: — 

“The  humble  petition  of  Roger  Conant,  of  Bass  River  alias  Bev¬ 
erly,  who  hath  bin  a  planter  in  New  England  fortie  years  and  upwards, 
being  one  of  the  first,  if  not  the  very  first,  that  resolved  and  made 
good  my  settlement  under  in  matter  of  plantation  with  my  family  in 
this  colony  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  have  bin  instrumental  both 
for  the  founding  and  earning  on  of  the  same ;  and  when  in  the  infancy 
thereof  it  was  in  great  hazard  of  being  deserted,  I  was  a  means,  through 
grace  assisting  me,  to  stop  the  flight  of  those  few  that  then  were  heere 
with  me,  and  that  by  my  utter  deniall  to  goe  away  with  them,  who 
would  have  gone  either  for  England,  or  most  for  Virginia,  but  there¬ 
upon  stayed  to  the  hazard  of  our  lives." 
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H  is  first  reason  for  a  change  of  name  is  “the  great  dislike  and 
discontent  of  many  of  our  people  for  this  name  of  Beverly,  because 
(we  being  but  a  small  place)  it  hath  caused  on  us  a  constant  nickname 
of  Beggarly which  sounds  singularly  enough  to  such  as,  having  had 
opportunity  for  judging,  believe  with  me  that  no  population  of  equal 
numbers  and  duration  has  enjoyed  a  larger  share  of  substantial  com¬ 
fort  and  prosperity  than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  them  who,  from  the 
millionnaire  to  those  of  humblest  means,  here  were  born  or  have  lived. 
His  second  ground  for  the  alteration  he  petitioned  for  was,  that  all  of 
the  first  settlers  then  surviving  having  come  “from  the  western  part  of 
England,  desire  this  western  name  of  Budleigh,  a  market  town  in 
Devonshire,  and  neere  unto  the  sea  as  we  are  here  in  this  place,  and 
where  myself  was  born.” 

rrm* ■— 

I  will  not  forbear  quoting  one  further  sentence  from  the  petition, 
as  true  as  it  was  creditable  to  him : — 

“I  never  yet  made  sute  or  request  unto  the  Generali  Court  for  the 
least  matter,  tho’  I  think  I  might  as  well  have  done,  as  many  others 
have,  who  have  obtained  much  without  hazard  of  life,  or  preferring 
the  public  good  before  their  own  interest,  which,  I  praise  God,  I  have 
done.” 

The  Legislature  wisely  and  well  declined  the  petitioner’s  prayer, 
but  instead  of  a  name  provided  a  much  more  real  and  valuable  sub¬ 
stitute;  granting  him,  in  consideration  of  his  long  service  and  great 
worth,  two  hundred  acres  of  land.  Much  as  we  may  respect  the  so 
natural  and  deep  feeling  with  which,  in  the  evening  of  life,  his 
thoughts  recurred  to  fatherland  and  his  native  place,  we  should  be 
excused  from  equally  admiring  the  taste  which  would  have  had  the 
name  he  desired  in  exchange  for  the  good  old  euphonious  one,  under 
which  this  town  was  incorporated,  which  it  has  hitherto  borne,  and  I 

Origin  of  the  Name  Beverly 

trust  will  ever  bear.  The  latter  was  derived  from  a  town,  once  the 
residence  of  John  de  Beverly,  so  long  ago  as  the  beginning  of  the 
eighth  century  oi  our  era.  It  is  noted  for  its  ancient  and  grand  min¬ 
ster,  has  a  population  of  several  thousands,  and  is  pleasantly  situated, 
amid  beautiful  surrounding  scenery,  in  the  eastern  part  of  England. 
In  visiting  it,  I  saw  much  to  interest,  all  the  more  from  the  associations 
I  carried  with  me  from  its  namesake.  Tourists  from  this  quarter  can¬ 
not  but  be  struck,  and  have  somewhat  of  a  home-feeling  awakened,  as 
in  travelling  through  that  section  of  country  they  meet  and  are  saluted 
with  familiar  names  of  places,  and  find  themselves  in  quick  succession, 
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Conant's  Character 


for  instance,  in  Cambridge,  Boston,  Lynn,  and  Beverly.  While  we 
may  congratulate  ourselves  that  the  aged  and  venerable  Conant  failed 
to  deprive  the  town  of  this  last  good  name,  we  may  rejoice,  that,  after 
the  attempt,  he  enjoyed  for  years  a  boon  far  better  than  any  thing 
merely  nominal ;  not  consisting  only  or  chiefly  of  lands  bestowed  in 
acknowledgment  of  his  long-tried  fidelity  in  the  great  work  he  under¬ 
took,  and  to  the  important  trusts  committed  to  him, — but  rather  in 
his  own  calm,  even  temper,  and  kindly,  devout,  Christian  spirit ;  in  a 
consciousness  of  duty,  public  and  private,  bravely,  diligently  per¬ 
formed,  in  the  respect  and  love  by  which  he  was  universally  attended 
and  followed.  And  when  his  long  and  useful  earthly  career,  eked  out 
to  its  eighty-ninth  year,  was  brought  to  a  close,  and  he  was  summoned 
to  go  up  higher,  there  was  mourning  sincere  and  deep  for  him,  in  many 
a  happy  home,  secure  and  flourishing ;  where,  previously  to  his  coming, 
untamed  and  untutored  savages,  alone  of  all  human  beings,  had  their 
abode,  and  hunted  and  warred,  roaming  through  a  desert  and  dreary 
wild,  and  where  before  him  no  civilized  or  Christian  man  had  dwelt. 
Well  may  we,  in  view  of  this  imperfect  sketch,  borrow  an  appellation 
from  the  language  of  apostolic  time  and  a  later  day,  and  denominate 
him  the  angel  and  patron-saint  of  this  church  and  parish.  Of  his 

Thomas  Lothrop 

leading  associate  in  their  establishment  (Lothrop),  I  could  not,  in 
view  of  his  sincere,  upright,  and  honorable  character,  and  restrained 
no  less  than  moved  by  that,  speak  in  terms  of  extravagant  eulogy. 
Brave  and  gentle,  generous  and  just,  confiding,  yet  cautious  and  wise, 
of  large  estate  for  the  time,  bountifully  as  skillfully  administered, 
never  sparing  of  his  own  exertions,  but  always  ready  for  every  good 
word  or  work,  he  had  a  rare  and  remarkable  hold  on  the  confidence 
and  affection  of  the  community  in  which  he  lived.  Not  sustaining  in 
strictness  the  paternal  relation,  he  bore  the  best  attributes,  sympathies, 
and  adornments  of  the  parental  heart, — thus  resembling  him  who, 
having  discharged  in  private  the  duties  of  a  loving  and  faithful  parent 
t.o  children  not  his  own,  came  at  length  to  be  universally  acknowledged 
the  Father  of  his  country.  He  was  a  father  of  the  fatherless,  the 
widow’s  friend  and  support,  and  the  helper  of  any  who  had  none  else 
to  abet  or  plead  their  cause. 

As  a  military  man,  he  had  what  seems,  amid  the  hardships,  perils, 
severities,  and  fierce  conflicts  of  war,  an  unnatural  combination  of 
qualities,  which,  if  seldom,  are  sometimes  seen, — of  gentleness  and 
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bravery,  of  stern,  inflexible  purpose,  with  kindness  and  generosity,  of 
unwavering  determination  with  tenderest  sympathy,  of  mild  forbear¬ 
ance  with  exalted  courage,  of  persevering,  unfaltering  energy,  with 
true  magnanimity.  Says  one  who,  from  thorough  investigation,  could 
be  relied  on,  “He  was  the  friend  of  all.  I  know  not  where  to  find  a 
more  perfect  union  of  the  hero  and  the  Christian ;  of  all  that  is  manly 
and  chivalrous,  with  all  that  is  tender,  benevolent,  and  devout.” 

His  house  was  not  only  the  abode  of  a  liberal  hospitality,  but  an 
asylum  for  the  orphan  and  the  distressed.  As  objects  of  his  bounty 
arose  and  multiplied,  his  dwelling  as  his  heart  seemed  to  expand ;  and 
he  who  otherwise  had  been  solitary  was,  in  the  exercise  of  his  kindly 
spirit,  surrounded  by  a  numerous  family.  Among  them  who  shared 
his  fostering  care  was  a  younger  sister,  Ellen,  whom  he  brought  with 
him  on  his  return  from  a  visit  to  England,  who  fulfilled  his  fondest 
wishes,  and  to  whom  he  w^as  ever  afterward  as  both  father  and  elder 
brother.  She  became  the  second  wife  of  the  veteran  schoolmaster, 
Ezekiel  Cheever,  wTho  taught  for  more  than  seventy  years, — the  first 
part  being  distributed  in  terms  of  twelve,  eleven,  and  nine  years, 
respectively,  at  New  Haven,  Ipswich,  and  Charlestown ;  and  the  last 
thirty-eight  passed  at  the  head  of  the  Boston  Latin  School,  in  which 
capacity  he  served,  with  harness  on,  w~hen  he  died,  and  his  own  long 
account  was  rendered  in  to  the  Master  of  all,  from  whom — if  we  may 
venture  the  surmise — was  heard  the  plaudit,  “Well  done,  good  and 
faithful  servant.”  His  powers  were  wonderfully  retained  to  the  end. 
The  celebrated  Cotton  Mather,  celebrated  for  his  learning  and  lack 
of  wisdom,  for  virtues  that  he  had  and  virtues  that  he  had  not,  whose 
entire  course  was  eccentric,  partaking  more  of  the  centrifugal  than  the 
centripetal,  says,  in  grateful  admiration  and  deserved  eulogy  on  the 
decease  of  Cheever, — 

“Although  he  had  usefully  spent  his  life  among  children,  yet  he 
was  not  become  twice  a  child.  In  the  great  work  of  bringing  sons  to 
be  men,  he  was  my  master  seven  and  thirty  years  ago;  so  long  ago, 
that  I  must  even  mention  my  father’s  tutor  for  one  of  them.  He  was 
a  Christian  of  the  old  fashion, —  an  old  New-England  Christian;  and 
1  may  tell  you,  that  was  as  venerable  a  sight  as  the  world,  since  the 
days  of  primitive  Christianity,  has  ever  looked  upon.  He  lived,  as  a 
master,  the  term  which  has  been  for  above  three  thousand  years  as¬ 
signed  for  the  life  of  a  man. 

“He  lived,  and  to  vast  age  no  illness  knew, 

Till  Time’s  scythe,  waiting  for  him,  rusty  grew. 

He  lived  and  wrought;  his  labors  were  immense, 

But  ne’er  declined  to  preterperfect  tense.” 
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To  him,  and  such  as  he  was,  is  it  greatly  owing  that  the  school- 
house  was  here,  from  the  first,  reared  by  the  side  of  the  house  of 
worship ;  that  the  teacher’s  profession  has  come  to  be  regarded  no  less 
honorable  than  useful;  and  that  “good  learning” — a  phrase  signifying 
the  promotion  of  all  that  is  true,  great,  and  good — has  been  current 
with  us  from  the  beginning;  been  made,  as  it  were,  the  motto,  and  its 
meaning  and  spirit  infused  into  all  of  our  civil  and  literary  institutions. 

Lothrop  having,  in  early  manhood,  emigrated  from  England, 
settled  first  in  what  is  now  the  city  of  Salem ;  but  a  few  years  after, 
he  received  a  grant  of  land  on  this  shore,  near  the  Cove,  where  is  a 
continuation  of  the  most  populous  part  of  the  town,  and  there  fixed 
his  residence  for  the  remainder  of  his  life.  There  he  lived  for  about 
forty  years,  a  model  of  fidelity  to  all  his  public  and  private  relations. 
Nothing  of  the  kind  can  exceed  the  charming  picture  of  his  domestic 
life  which  has  been  handed  down  to  us,  and  been  of  late  most  skillfully 
and  appreciatively  drawn.  To  his  ever-ready  sympathy  as  a  man,  a 
neighbor,  counsellor,  friend,  there  is  abundant  witness.  Various, 
almost  innumerable,  were  the  calls  made  on  him  for  advice,  for  con¬ 
solation,  for  attesting,  drafting,  and  executing  wills,  for  appraisal  of 
estates,  as  trustee  and  guardian.  For  several  years,  he  was  deputy  to 
the  General  Court;  first  from  Salem,  then  from  this  town,  and  a 
selectman  of  it  all  the  time  after  its  incorporation  till  his  death.  This 
last  office  was  sometimes  dignified  with  the  title  of  “townsman;”  and 
comprehending,  as  it  then  did,  the  powers  and  duties  of  overseer  of  the 
poor,  assessor  of  taxes,  surveyor  of  highways,  and  police  judge,  without 
specifying  others,  we  may  conclude  that  it  was  no  sinecure,  and  that 
its  incumbent  might  have  been  entitled  also  the  “man-of-all-work.” 

His  interest  and  activity  in  ecclesiastical,  were  no  less  than  in 
secular  affairs.  Soon  after  his  arrival,  when  quite  a  young  man,  he 
became  a  member  of  the  Salem  Church,  with  which  he  continued  for  a 
long  time  to  worship  and  commune.  When,  in  consequence  of  the  in- 

The  First  Religious  Services  in  Beverly 

creased  population  on  this  side,  and  the  inconveniences  of  distance  and 
crossing  the  intervening  ferry,  it  was  felt  that  new  accommodations 
must  be  provided  for  the  worshippers  resident  here,  he  took  an  active 
part  in  all  the  measures  which  resulted  first  in  temporary  arrangements 
for  religious  services,  and  ultimately — though  not  till  about  twenty 
years  after  their  inception — in  the  complete  organization  of  this  society. 
Toward  its  establishment  and  primitive  prosperity,  his  character,  so 
high,  pure,  trusted,  efficient,  and  altogether  worthy,  greatly  con- 
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tributed,  especially  connected  as  it  was  in  the  general  esteem  with  that 
ot  Conant,  his  elder  companion  in  the  undertaking.  The  characters  of 
the  two,  taken  together,  constituted  a  tower  of  strength,  and  an  in¬ 
dubitable  pledge  for  the  success,  the  stability,  and  spiritual  growth  of 
the  embryo  parish.  That  when  absent  on  distant  expeditions,  and  even 
amide  the  din  and  stress  of  war,  he  was  not  unmindful  of  his  parochial 
relations,  and  of  the  ties,  religious  as  well  as  social,  which  bound  him 
to  his  home,  is  evinced  by  the  fact,  that  on  his  return  from  the  attack 
of  St.  Johns  and  Port  Royal,  where  he  held  an  important  command, 
and  the  capture  of  which  he  materially  aided,  he  brought  with  him 
from  the  latter  place,  now  Annapolis,  and  presented  to  the  parish,  a 

The  First  Church  Bell  in  Beverly 

bell,  which  had  been  in  use  on  a  friary  there ;  which  was  the  first  of 
five  successive  ones  that  here,  by  their  vibrations,  have  summoned  to 
united  devotion,  have  tolled  the  knell  of  departed  spirits  vastly  out¬ 
numbering  you  who  survive,  and,  in  tones  scarcely  less  solemn,  marked 
from  day  to  day  the  departing  hours ;  have  sounded  out  triumphs  of 
peace  and  war ;  have  intoned,  as  it  w^ere,  great  events,  joyful  or  sad, 
which  have  occurred  within  the  last  two  centuries. 

But  the  end  of  all  this  life  of  activity,  energy,  and  usefulness  wTas 
drawing  on.  A  fearful  tragedy  was  at  hand,  in  which  he  was  to  act 
the  most  conspicuous  part,  to  suffer,  and  fall  a  sacrifice.  King  Philip, 
foremost  of  Indian  chiefs  in  this  quarter,  subtle  as  powerful,  had 
roused  his  own  and  neighboring  tribes  to  the  determination  of 
desperate  warfare, — of  nothing  less  than  a  life  or  death  struggle  be¬ 
tween  them  and  the  colonists.  Consternation,  wide-spread  and  terri¬ 
ble,  prevailed.  No  sense  of  security,  but,  rather,  awful  dread  of  over¬ 
hanging  peril,  pervaded  every  dwelling  and  hamlet.  Tomahawk  and 
scalping-knife;  firearms  borrowed  by  savages  from  their  civilized  neigh¬ 
bors,  and  plied  with  a  deadly  precision ;  hopeless  captivity,  or  deliver¬ 
ance  from  it  solely  by  a  cruel  death ;  the  torch  of  conflagration  and  the 
devouring  flame,  tortures  indescribable,  and  hardly  to  be  conceived ; 
worse  than  death,  and  making  it  welcome, — these  all,  and  more  than 
these,  were  elements  of  the  cup  of  horrors,  of  which  our  ancestors  of 
those  trying  times  were  called  to  drink.  Of  that  cup,  the  people  of 
my  native  place,  then  amounting  to  between  two  and  three  hundred, 
drank  to  the  very  dregs.  “Within  the  borders  of  New  England,”  says 
her  historian,  “there  is  no  more  attractive  spot  than  the  site  of  the 
town  of  Lancaster,  Mass.”  It  was  a  favorite  resort  and  abode  of  the 
Indians  of  its  vicinity.  Their  principal  village,  the  centre  around 
which  their  wigwams  were  gathered,  was  on  a  gentle,  southerly,  sunny 
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slope,  at  the  fork  of  the  two  branches  of  the  Nashua  River,  most  favor¬ 
able  for  fishing  and  hunting,  while  the  surrounding  rich  alluvions 
afforded  ample  fields  for  the  cultivation  of  Indian  corn.  That  village 
was  within  the  bounds  of  my  paternal  estate;  and  there,  down  to  a 
recent  period,  have  been  discovered  relics  of  the  aboriginal  inhabitants. 
So,  near  by,  and  now  included  in  the  acres  standing  under  the  same 
name,  is  the  site  of  the  garrison,  whose  inmates,  on  the  tenth  of  Febru¬ 
ary,  1676,  were  either  ruthlessly  killed,  or  borne  away  miserable 
captives.  Among  the  latter  was  Mrs.  Rowlandson,  wife  of  the  first 
minister  of  the  town,  who,  wounded  and  bleeding,  was  carried  off, 
with  a  sick  and  dying  child,  but,  after  three  months  of  horrid  experi¬ 
ence  restored  to  her  husband  and  friends,  Her  narrative  of  that  experi¬ 
ence — so  graphic,  so  circumstantial,  so  descriptive  of  the  modes  of 
savage  life — was  among  my  earliest  readings,  and  left  an  impression 
vivid  and  never  to  be  effaced.  I  remember  well  how  that,  together 
with  local  traditions  and  associations,  fired  my  youthful  imagination, 
haunted  my  thoughts  and  fancies  by  day  and  my  dreams  by  night.  A 
village  sacked,  fired,  destroyed,  all  but  annihilated;  men,  women  and 
children  murdered,  captives,  tormented,  or  dispersed  to  wander  house¬ 
less  and  homeless, — such  was  the  terrible  result  of  savage  hostilities  in 
my  birthplace,  and  such  the  image  they  had  left  behind. 

When,  the  summer  previous  to  the  scenes  I  have  thus  faintly 
sketched,  a  cry  came  from  the  remoter  settlements  of  Brookfield  and 
on  the  Connecticut  River,  that  similar  perils  and  calamities  were 
impending  over  them,  there  were  not  wanting,  in  these  the  more 
populated,  portions,  the  men  to  lend  a  helping  hand,  who,  instead  of 
shrinking  from  the  emergency,  were,  and  showed  themselves  to  be, 
fully  up  to  the  crisis.  There  was  Major  Simon  Willard,  of  highly 
honorable  descent  and  family,  most  honored  in  his  own  deserts,  the 
first  of  the  name  in  our  annals, — settler  of  Concord,  and  afterwards 
resident  of  Lancaster  and  Groton, — the  legislator,  magistrate,  judge, 
referee,  universally  confided  in ;  next  to  the  commander-in-chief  com¬ 
manding  the  militia  of  the  province;  with  a  line  of  descendants  that 
would  do  honor  to  any  name,  among  whom  were  two  presidents  of 
Harvard  College,  one  of  whom  was  among  the  most  worthy  and  hon¬ 
ored  ministers  of  your  own  parish.  He  at  seventy  years  of  age,  and 
Lothrop  a  chief  captain  under  him  at  sixty-five, — such  was  the  stern 
stuff  of  which  the  fathers  of  that  day  were  composed,  and  such  their 
real  calibre, — buckle  on  their  armor,  girded  themselves  for  the  fight, 

and  went  forth  to  the  battle,  in  which  the  fates  if  not  the  frontier  alone, 
but  the  entire  New-England  people,  seemed  involved.  Willard,  by  a 


19 


[  15V i ’i  *ud&. "A  *>rfj  lo  wi>mnd  owl  *Hi  ho  shol  t>Hi  j*  t5qol« 


■ 

a  c  j  nwob  .rrsrit  Lnr.  ;  *  im<  JjirmJa  lo  e  bow  01  *;iiJ  rtfrflrw  ?.£W 


l  '  f  o  '  •  s;  :  •)• 


:>m  n5mow  ;  isjij!  linn*  md  II a  by<o-  tr,b  ,w«n  ,h9ihji*  maHsy 

~,noJoil)  bnt  mcJ  lo  Jrwbiwi 
o  :  iri>ni  .  »b'  amxnoa  sHj  o  1  Iran  ;n.  febftrioo  x^ia  .'win  «9*T9tei 

io  tfrrabbinq  owi  5^5w  moriw  gnom*  stnfin  yrt*  oj  lonod  ob  biwow 


forced  march,  and  by  his  bravery  and  military  skill,  raised  the  siege, 
and  relieved  the  beleaguered  garrison  of  Brookfield.  Meantime,  Loth- 

Lothrop  and  King  Philip's  War 

rop — who  had  raised  a  company  of  a  hundred  men  in  his  county,  that, 
from  their  being  of  the  young  and  most  promising,  might  well  be  styled 
its  “flower,”  and  who,  from  his  varied  experience  and  tried  courage 
and  valor,  was  of  course  to  take  command — pressed  on,  and  joined 
the  forces  under  Willard  at  Hadley.  Being  charged  by  the  latter  with 
the  transport  of  supplies  of  provisions  from  Deerfield,  he  with  his  com¬ 
pany  was  on  the  route  thence,  and,  feeling  no  apprehansion  of  im¬ 
mediate  danger,  they  had  laid  aside  their  arms,  and  paused  to  regale 
themselves  from  the  clusters  of  grapes  which  hung  by  the  wayside, 
when  the  coveted  fruit  turned  to  ashes  in  their  grasp,  and  its  sweetness 
was  changed  to  the  gall  and  bitterness  of  death.  Volleys  from  hun¬ 
dreds  of  savages  in  ambush  were  poured  upon  them,  like  lightning  from 
a  clear  sky;  their  gallant  and  beloved  commander  fell  at  the  outset; 
they  fought  bravely,  as  best  they  could  with  that  pall  of  death  over 
them;  but  few  survived  to  tell  the  tale,  which,  from  that  time,  gave 
to  the  little  stream  they  were  crossing,  which  proved  to  so  many  “the 
narrow  stream  of  death,”  the  sad  name  of  Bloody  Brook. 

This  catastrophe  sent  a  thrill  of  terror  and  dismay  through  all 
the  New-England  colonies.  Especially  did  the  news  of  it  come  with 
appalling  force  to  this  county,  from  which  its  choicest  flowers,  “all 
culled  out  of  its  towns,”  and  blooming  so  lately  in  manly  beauty  and 
strength,  had  been  thus  suddenly  cut  down  and  withered,  as  by  an 
untimely,  killing  frost.  Throughout  its  length  and  breadth,  scarcely 
was  there  a  village  or  hamlet  left  unscathed  by  this  great  calamity, — 

“No  flock,  however  watched  and  tended, 

But  one  dead  lamb  was  there.” 

More  particularly,  and  with  stunning  effect,  did  the  blow  fall  here, 
where,  beside  several  that  were  deeply  lamented,  the  fallen  chief  was 
best  known,  and  for  that  reason  most  respected,  trusted,  and  loved. 

Writers  at  or  near  the  time  do  but  express  the  feeling  generally  pre¬ 
valent,  whether  in  wider  or  more  restricted  circles;  while  they  ac¬ 
cumulate,  almost  without  limit,  the  phrases  descriptive  of  sorrow, 
agony,  and  horror,  such  as  “a  sad  and  awful  providence,”  “a  dismal 
and  fatal  blow,’  ’“a  sadder  rebuke  of  Providence  than  any  thing  that 
hitherto  had  been,”  “a  black  and  fatal  day,”  “the  saddest  that  ever 
befell  New  England.” 
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Beverly  in  the  Civil  War 

We  know  full  well,  after  the  experience  of  the  past  few  years  of 
dread  civil  conflict,  what  it  is  to  have  the  young,  the  brave,  and  ex¬ 
cellent,  the  highly  educated  and  refined,  the  flower  of  our  chivalry, — 
and  no  more  real  chivalry  has  the  world  witnessed, — go  forth  with  the 
holiest  inspirations  of  freedom,  of  love  of  country,  of  allegiance  to  duty 
and  to  God,  leaving  to  the  loving  heart  behind  a  heavy  burden  of 
anxieties  and  harrowing  apprehensions, — many  of  them,  alas!  falling 
like  the  beauty  of  Israel  on  her  high  places,  many  of  them  numbered 
among  the  “unreturning  brave,’’  buried  where  they  fell,  or  returning, 
if  at  all,  only  on  their  shields.  More  than  thirty  of  your  number, 
including  your  minister,  in  that  crisis  thus  went  forth  on  land  or  sea: 
and,  blessed  be  God !  the  most  of  them  returned  in  safety ;  but  some 
there  are  who  are  mourned,  and  will  continue  long  to  be  deeply 
lamented,  yet  bequeathing  the  rich  solace  of  their  having  beautifully 
and  gloriously  died  for  their  country.  Well,  therefore  may  we  some¬ 
what  comprehend  the  sacrifices  made  by  the  early  fathers,  when,  out 
of  all  proportion  to  any  other  drafts  made  on  our  population  for  serv¬ 
ice  in  war,  they  met  the  awful  demands  made  upon  them,  and  appre¬ 
ciate  both  the  pain  and  the  magnanimity  with  which  they  gave  up  their 
dearest  and  best  to  what  they  regarded  their  country’s  cause.  Edward 
Everett,  the  Cicero  of  our  country  and  age,  whom  the  Head  of  the 
nation  (our  proto-martyr  President,  and  Heaven  grant  he  may  be  the 
last!)  announced  at  his  decease  as  our  “first  citizen,’’  said,  in  con¬ 
clusion  of  his  eloquent  address  at  the  laying  of  the  cornerstone  of  the 
Bloody-Brook  monument,  with  his  own  peculiar  felicity,  “The  ‘Flower 
of  Essex’  shall  bloom  in  undying  remembrance,  as  the  lapse  of  time 
shall  continually  develop,  in  richer  abundance,  the  fruits  of  what  was 
done  and  suffered  by  our  fathers.” 

Other  Early  Names  in  the  Parish  History 

I  have  dwelt  thus  long — longer  perhaps  than  my  space  of  time 
and  your  patience  might  properly  allow — on  the  lives  of  the  two  men 
most  prominent  in  the  formation  of  this  parish.  Others  there  were 
well  worthy  of  mention,  and  on  whose  qualities  and  worth  I  would 
gladly  enlarge,  that  were  instrumental  in  establishing  it  on  a  firm  and 
durable  basis.  But,  while  omitting  particular  notice  of  them,  let  me 
for  a  few  moments  call  your  attention  to  the  larger  view,  in  which 
they  also  will  be  included,  of  the  high  privileges  we  enjoy,  and  the 
great  obligations  we  owe,  through  the  ancestors  from  whom  we  are 
descended,  and  the  excellent  of  the  earth  by  whom  the  foundations  of 
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Church  and  State  among  us  were  securely  laid.  Not  to  name  or 
enumerate  the  Plymouth  worthies,  but  to  limit  our  view  to  those  who 
arrived  within  these  waters,  what  a  gathering  of  the  true  and  faithful 
do  we  behold !  First  came  Conant  and  his  company,  of  whom  I  need 
not  further  speak.  Then  followed  the  company  of  Endicott,  the  wise, 
upright,  magnanimous,  yet  not  devoid  of  human  passions,  as  was  shown 
when,  fined  forty  shillings  for  a  personal  assault,  he  said,  that,  if  the 
subject  of  it  had  been  a  better  foe,  he  would  have  preferred  to  settle  the 
difficulty  on  the  spot  by  bodily  conflict.  Soon  afterward  came  John 
Winthrop,  the  great  and  good,  a  master-builder  in  our  edifice  of  state. 
Accompanying  him  were  choice  spirits,  actuated  by  the  highest  motives, 
inspired  by  a  sublime  enthusiasm,  not  counting  their  lives  dear,  but  en¬ 
countering  all  perils,  and  ready  to  endure  all  sufferings,  for  conscience’ 

sake.  Among  them  was  Lady  Arabella  Johnson,  whose  coming  and 

fate  furnish  one  of  the  most  pathetic  stories  in  all  history  or  romance. 
High-born,  accomplished,  leaving  a  home  of  refinement  and  luxury,  of 
high  and  wide  privilege,  “a  paradise  of  plenty  for  a  wilderness  of 
wants,”  pining  in  health  on  the  dreary  and  trying  voyage,  but  never 
faltering  in  self-devotion  and  holy  purpose,  revived  by  the  sweet- 
scented  gales  from  these  shores,  but  only  stepping  on  them  to  find  a 
grave,  which,  though  marked  by  neither  brass  nor  marble,  is  known  to 
be  almost  within  sight  of  the  spot  where  we  are  assembled,  and  which, 
within  a  few  weeks  after  her  mortal  part  was  consigned  to  it,  was 

shared  by  her  noble,  devoted,  and  grief-stricken  husband.  They,  and 

those  that  were  with  them,  afford  some  of  the  grandest  examples  of 
Christian  heroism,  self-devotion,  and  pious  trust.  Baptized  they  were 
as  by  fire;  yet  they  were  baptized,  I  fully  believe,  into  a  purer  faith 
and  a  higher  life  than  the  world  had  before  known.  Their  very 
names  are  redolent  with  the  odor  of  sanctity;  though  dead,  they  speak; 
and,  ever  since  they  lived,  an  elevating  and  hallowing  influence  has,  in 
this  community  at  least,  been  exerted  by  their  lives  and  characters. 

Much  has  been  said  and  thought  of  the  old  errors  and  defects  of 
our  forefathers.  Doubtless  they  are  chargeable  with  such,  both  light  and 
grave.  Among  the  lighter  we  may  reckon  the  controversy,  conducted 
at  the  time  with  great  and  serious  earnestness,  concerning  the  wearing 
of  veils  by  women  at  public  worship.  Roger  Williams  had  taken  the 
ground  that  they  should  always  in  divine  service  be  worn.  But  John 

Cotton,  one  Sunday  morning,  when  this  theory  was  apparently  in  the 
full  tide  of  success,  and  practically  adopted  by  the  good  women  of 
Salem,  preached  against  it  with  such  cogency  of  argument  and  con¬ 
vincing  power,  that  they  all,  with  one  accord,  came  out  in  the  after- 
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noon  with  unveiled  faces  and  charms.  It  must  be  remembered,  how¬ 
ever,  that  every  age  has  its  peculiarities  and  trivialities,  when  viewed 
by  succeeding  ages ;  and  that  our  wisest  and  most  charitable  course  is 
to  judge  the  past  as  we  would  be  judged  by  the  future.  Illiberality 
and  exclusiveness  have  also  been  charged  on  our  ancestors,  and  surely 
not  without  reason.  They  banished  heretics,  hung  Quakers,  and  per¬ 
mitted  none  but  those  of  their  own  religious  faith  and  fellowship  to  en¬ 
joy  the  right  of  suffrage,  or  be  called  freemen.  As  appears  in  the  rec¬ 
ords  of  Essex  County,  Henry  Herrick  and  his  wife  Edith  were  fined 
ten  and  eleven  shillings,  respectively  (why  the  difference  does  not  ap¬ 
pear,  unless  on  the  presumption  that  the  man,  as  of  old,  was  tempted  by 
the  woman),  “for  aiding  and  comforting,”  in  this  very  town,  “an  ex¬ 
communicated  person,  contrary  to  order.”  Yet  it  is  to  be  considered, 
that  the  fathers  regarded  the  society  they  founded  here  as  a  sparate 
one,  entitled  to  its  own  peculiar  rights  and  privileges,  and  planted 
themselves  especially  on  their  favorite  idea  of  a  Christian  Common¬ 
wealth. 

Great  misapprehension,  too,  prevails  regarding  the  laws  they 
enacted.  Some  of  them,  clearly,  were  barbarous  in  their  spirit  and 
execution.  Thus  Philip  Ratcliffe  was  sentenced  to  be  whipped, 
have  his  ears  cut  off,  fined  forty  shillings,  and  be  banished  from  the 
colony,  for  uttering  malignant  and  scadalous  speeches  against  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  church  of  Salem.  Sentence  passed  on  one  William  An¬ 
drews,  a  mere  youth,  was,  that  for  conspiracy  against  his  master’s  life 
he  be  whipped, — probably  in  no  slight  degree, — and  then  committed  to 
the  not  usually  tender  mercies  of  slavery.  Nevertheless,  the  “Body  of 
Liberties,”  the  first  code  of  laws  adopted  in  New  England,  whose  en¬ 
actment  dates  back  to  the  year  1641,  was  in  some  respects  far  in 
advance  of  its  time.  It  was  drafted  by  Nathaniel  Ward,  of  Ipswich, 
author  of  “The  Simple  Cobbler  of  Agawam,”  who,  before  entering 
the  ministry,  had  studied  and  practised  law  in  England ;  and  a  most 
honorable  monument  it  is  of  his  ability,  learning,  humaneness,  and 
far-sighted  sagacity.  To  man-stealing  it  affixed  the  foulest  stigma,  by 
subjecting  it  to  the  penalty  of  death.  Whipping  of  wives  by  their 
husbands — which  the  English  common  law  has  allowed  and  justified 
almost,  if  not  quite,  to  this  day,  the  only  trial  under  it  being  that  of 
the  occasion  and  degree  of  infliction — Ward’s  code  absolutely  forbade, 

with  the  single  exception,  that  such  correction  should  be  resorted  to 
only  in  self-defence ;  and  it  made  a  near  approach  to  the  separation  of 
Church  and  State,  as  now  existing  among  us,  by  ordaining  that  no 
church  censure  should  degrade  or  depose  any  man  from  civil  dignity, 
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office,  or  authority.  Though  bearing  traces  of  the  times  in  which  it 
was  framed,  and  marked  by  peculiarities  of  the  people  for  whom  it 
was  intended  and  to  whom  it  was  adapted,  “it  shows”  (says  one  who 
had  mastered  it  thoroughly  in  all  its  provisions  and  bearings)  “that 
our  ancestors,  instead  of  deducing  all  their  laws  from  the  books  of 
Moses,  established  at  the  outset  a  code  of  fundamental  principles, 
which,  taken  as  a  whole,  for  wisdom,  equity,  adaptation  to  the  wants 
of  their  community,  and  a  liberality  of  sentiment  superior  to  the  age 
in  which  it  was  written,  may  fearlessly  challenge  comparison  with  any 
similar  production,  from  Magna  Charta  itself  to  the  latest  Bill  of 
Rights  that  has  been  put  forth  in  Europe  or  America.” 

Then,  and  above  all,  the  fathers  and  founders  of  our  churches  and 
social  state  were  inspired  and  actuated  by  a  true,  living,  fervent, 
whole-souled  devotion, — devotion  to  the  heavenly  Father’s  will,  and 
the  work  given  them  to  do.  The  very  spirit  of  Christ,  that  consists  in 
such  devotion,  and  dwelt  in  him  without  measure,  was  with  them, — 
shaded,  it  might  be,  by  false  theories  and  human  imperfections,  yet 
was  with  them  and  in  them  abundantly.  Faith  in  God,  in  his  felt 
presence,  in  his  benignant  and  superintending  providence,  that  he 
would  guide  them  to  higher  light  and  broader  and  better  ends  than 
had  previously  been  attained, — this  was  their  continual  strong  fortress. 
As  a  wall  of  fire  it  was  around  them,  amid  the  trials,  hardships,  and 
perils  to  which  they  were  exposed.  Sustained  and  animated  by  that, 
they  built  better  than  they  knew,  achieved  more  than  they  purposed, 
rose  to  heights  of  usefulness  and  influence  exceeding  their  loftiest 
aspirations.  Their  works  do  indeed  follow  them,  and  shall  follow 
them,  attended  by  the  benedictions  of  countless  multitudes,  in  all 
coming  ages. 

The  Founding  of  the  Beverly  Parish 

But  I  must  hasten  to  the  mention  of  particulars  more  directly 
connected  with  our  parish  history.  Owing  to  the  inconvenience  of 
crossing  by  boat  or  of  travel  by  land,  and  the  increase  of  population 
being  felt  to  justify  the  movement,  initiatory  steps  were  taken  in  1649 
for  establishing  separate  worship  on  this  side  the  river, — the  people 
here  still  retaining,  as  a  branch  of  the  same  vine,  their  connection  with 
the  Salem  parish,  and  those  of  them  that  were  communicants  joining  in 
the  communion  service  with  their  brethren  across  the  water.  A 
proposition  to  this  effect  was  at  first  refused,  for  what  reason  it  does 
not  precisely  appear.  Evidently  there  was  no  desire  of  either  party  to 
be  rid  of  the  other,  since  the  union  implied  in  the  proposal  was  kept 
up  with  mutual  interest  and  harmony  for  near  a  score  of  years  after 
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it  was  renewed  and  granted.  The  arrangement  proposed  was  entered 
into  the  next  year  after  its  inception.  No  house  of  worship  was  erected 
for  the  new  congregation,  till  six  years  afterward  when  one  'was  built 
on  or  near  the  site  of  your  vestry.  What  its  materials,  dimensions, 

The  First  Meeting  House  (1656) 

and  style  were,  cannot  now  be  ascertained.  Probably  it  exhibited 
some  improvement  in  material  at  least,  if  not  in  other  respects,  on  the 
first  Boston  meeting-house,  that  stood  on  the  east  corner  of  State  and 
Devonshire  Streets;  which  was  built  a  quarter  century  before,  with 
mud  walls  and  thatched  roof, — though  soon  after,  in  consequence  of  a 
serious  conflagration,  it  was  ordered  by  the  town  that  none  should 
build  there  with  thatched  roofs  or  wooden  chimneys.  Modest,  humble, 
and  primitive  in  its  construction  and  arrangements  we  may  surely 
infer  it  was,  when  we  read  the  records  of  “liberty  granted  certain 
females  wanting  seats  to  build  three  at  their  own  charge of  two 
male  members  having  “leave  to  make  a  seat  at  the  north  end  of  the 
pulpit;”  and  Mrs.  Hale,  the  minister’s  wife,  permitted  “liberty  to 
make  a  seat  where  she  now  sitteth,  it  not  being  prejudicial  to  the  rest;” 
that  Mrs.  Lothrop,  no  doubt  from  the  high  esteem  in  which  she, 
together  with  her  husband,  was  held,  “had  liberty  to  make  a  seat  con¬ 
venient  by  the  chief  pillar;”  that,  it  having  been  concluded  to  put  up 
a  gallery,  the  three  parishioners  contracting  to  do  the  work  were  to 
“have  each  of  them  a  seat  in  the  foreseat.”  So  late  as  1672,  sixteen 
years  after  its  erection,  “it  was  agreed  that  the  meeting-house  be  ceiled 
up  to  the  wall-plates,  rabitted,  and  the  windows  glazed.”  Yet  this 
structure,  humble  as  it  was,  less  interesting  far  than  the  hillsides  of 
Scotland,  where  the  Covenanters  assembled  and  worshipped,  repulsive 
even  to  our  modern  notions  of  convenience  and  taste,  was,  notwith¬ 
standing,  the  cherished  religious  home  of  many  a  chosen  and  pious  soul, 
— a  temple  consecrated  in  the  hearts  of  simple-minded,  true-hearted, 
devout  men,  women,  and  children,  to  the  worship  of  the  Father  in 
spirit  and  truth.  Beside  this  chief  and  highest  purpose  to  w’hich  it 
was  devoted,  in  accord  with  their  estimation  of  the  school  as  an  in¬ 
stitution  second  only  to  the  church,  our  ancestors  gathered  there  their 
youth,  to  be  instructed  in  common,  next  to  sacred,  knowledge.  There, 
also,  they  met  from  time  to  time,  for  the  discreet,  patriotic,  and  faith¬ 
ful  ordering  of  their  civil  affairs;  not  doubting,  but  profoundly  be¬ 
lieving,  that  civil  government  was  to  be  intelligently,  diligently, 
reverentially  sustained,  as  being  nothing  less  than  the  ordinance  of 
God.  It  had,  moreover,  the  affecting  association,  wTich  belongs  to  so 
many  of  the  churches  of  Old  and  New  England,  of  bordering  on  the 
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place  of  graves,  where  the  mortal  remains  of  near  kindred  and  friends 
of  the  first  worshippers  reposed,  where  “the  forefathers  of  the  hamlet 

Andrew  Elliot,  Beverly’s  First  Town  Clerk 

sleep,” — your  forefathers  and  mine.  I  say  mine;  for  I  trust  you  will 
not  think  it  amiss  for  me  to  recur  with  satisfaction  to  my  descent  from 
Andrew  Elliot,  an  emigrant  from  the  west  of  England,  early  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  this  parish  and  church,  the  first  town-clerk  of  Beverly ;  who  dis¬ 
charged  many  offices  of  distinction  and  trust  faithfully  and  through  a 
long  period,  sharing  extensively  the  approbation  and  confidence  of  his 
townsmen  and  the  community,  and,  besides  his  fair  written  records, 
leaving  behind  him  the  fairer  record  of  his  life. 

The  First  Pastor  and  Teacher,  John  Hale 

Before  and  after  the  erection  of  the  first  meeting-house,  temporary 
ministerial  supplies  were  obtained,  among  them  two  of  the  name  of 
Hubbard  as  recorded,  more  correctly  Hobart;  from  one  of  whom  the 
celebrated  missionary,  David  Brainard,  descended.  Next  came  John 
Hale,  who  served  here  for  three  years  previous  to  his  being  the  regu¬ 
larly  established  pastor.  He  was  a  native  of  Charlestown,  and  grad¬ 
uated  at  Harvard  College,  when  what  is  now  called  the  venerable 
alma  mater,  the  beloved  mother  of  American  colleges,  and  of  so 
numerous  and  worthy — not  to  speak  of  the  unworthy — sons,  was  com¬ 
paratively  in  her  infancy.  He  was  the  first  of  the  eight  who  have  here, 
on  an  average  of  more  than  a  quarter  century  each,  ministered  in 
sacred  things;  first  of  the  six  of  them  that  enjoyed  her  fostering  care; 
while  of  the  other  two,  not  being  myself  one  of  them,  I  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  say  that  they  have  done  no  discredit,  but  greatly  the  reverse, 
to  the  highly  flourishing  and  valuable  institutions  of  Dartmouth  and 
Amherst,  at  which,  respectively,  they  had  their  early  training.  That 
all  were  what  the  fact  of  a  collegiate  education  implies, — without 
assuming  any  thing  more, — liberally  educated,  shows  conclusively  that 
here,  from  first  to  last,  there  has  been  no  desire,  design,  or  countenance 
of  the  divorce  of  learning  from  religion. 

At  length,  the  time  seemed  fully  to  have  arrived  for  the  ripened 
fruit  to  drop  off,  for  the  branch  to  be  lopped  from  the  parent  tree  and 
grafted  on  an  independent  stock.  A  score  of  years  had  passed  since  the 
separation  had  been  agitated  and  been  in  progress,  which,  to  us  of  this 
fast  age,  seems  exceeding  moderation.  Moreover,  it  was  felt  by  the 
residents  on  this  side,  not  only  that  their  convenience  would  be  con¬ 
sulted,  their  attendance  on  the  ordinances  rendered  more  sure  and 
uniform,  and  the  edification  therefrom  better  promoted,  by  a  distinct 
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parochial  organization,  but  that  in  John  Hale  they  had  found  “the 
able  and  approved  teacher”  whom  the  permission  allowing  them  to 
set  up  separate  worship  authorized  and  required  them  to  obtain,  whose 
services  as  their  pastor  they  desired  to  secure.  Accordingly,  this  peti¬ 
tion,  headed  by  Roger  Conant,  was  presented,  signed  by  seventy-three 
persons,  of  whom  two-thirds  were  church  members:  “We  whose  names 
are  underwritten,  the  brethren  and  sisters  on  Bass-River  side,  do 
present  our  desires  to  the  rest  of  the  church  in  Salem,  that,  with  their 
consent,  we  and  our  children  may  be  a  church  of  ourselves ;  wrhich  we 
also  present  unto  Mr.  Hale,  desiring  him  to  join  with  us  and  to  be 
our  pastor,  with  the  approbation  of  the  rest  of  the  church.”  On  re¬ 
ceipt  of  this  petition,  an  appointed  day,  “by  the  consent  of  the  brethren 
both  on  that  side  of  the  river  and  here  at  the  town,  was  publicly  ob¬ 
served  as  a  day  of  solemn  fasting  and  prayer,  to  seek  unto  God  for  his 
direction  and  presence  in  such  a  weighty  matter.”  After  mature  de¬ 
liberation  on  the  subject  so  seriously  viewed  and  acted  upon,  at  a  meet¬ 
ing  held  in  1667,  July  4th  (a  day,  when  regarded  from  our  stand¬ 
point,  not  unauspicious,  though  not  then,  as  now,  associated  with  ideas 
of  either  ecclesiastical  or  civil  independence),  “there  was  a  unanimous 
consent  of  the  brethren  present  unto  their  desire,  only  it  was  left  to 
the  sacrament  day  after,  when  in  the  fullest  church  assembly  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  rest  of  the  church  was  signified  by  their  vote,  lifting  up 
their  hands;  and  so  they  have  their  liberty  to  be  a  church  of  them¬ 
selves,  only  they  continue  members  until  their  being  a  church:”  with 
the  added  benediction,  which  doubtless  was  concurred  in  by  all  con¬ 
cerned, — “The  Lord  grant  his  gracious  presence  with  them!” 

They  were  not  slow  to  adopt  measures  for  fulfilling  the  only  re¬ 
maining  condition  on  which  the  liberty  of  separation  was  made  to  rest, 
— which  was  the  thing  itself  they  desired  and  had  sought, — namely,  a 
separate  church  organization.  Yet  they  did  so  in  no  spirit  of  aliena¬ 
tion  or  opposition ;  rather  that  of  those  who,  having  passed  the  period 
of  guardianship  and  pupil-age,  go  forth  from  the  shelter  of  the  parental 
roof  with  alacrity  and  redoubled  energies  to  the  new  spheres  of  duty 
and  responsibility  Providence  has  assigned  them,  yet  without  any 
diminution  of  filial  and  fraternal  feeling,  of  tender,  generous,  and 
sacred  sympathy,  toward  the  loving  and  beloved  circle  left  behind ; 
those  sentiments  and  emotions,  on  the  contrary,  being  quickened, 
heightened,  intensified,  when  the  time  arrives  for  relinquishing  the 

constant  and  endeared  intercourse  of  the  native  home. 

An  invitation  in  due  form  was  now  extended  to  Mr.  Hale  to  be 
the  pastor  of  the  parish  and  church  then  to  be  organized.  Considering 
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it  was  virtually  a  triennial  candidateship  and  experience  of  each  other 
that  had  been  gone  through, — surpassing  in  duration  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  ministries  of  these  degenerate  days, —  the  invitation  cannot 
but  be  regarded  as  highly  honorable  to  both  parties.  His  answer 
breaths  a  spirit  of  so  calm  and  devout  deliberation,  such  self-distrust, 
yet  moral  courage  and  trust  in  God,  such  self-devotion  to  the  gospel 
and  to  the  people  whose  religious  teacher,  guide,  and  friend  he  had  so 
long  been,  under  circumstances,  some  of  which  were  singular  and  try¬ 
ing,  that  I  am  induced  to  recite  it  as  it  stands, — a  relic,  no  way  dis¬ 
creditable  to  his  memory,  and  curious  as  indicative  of  the  modes 
of  thought  and  expression  peculiar  to  his  time.  It  was  as  follows: — 

John  Hale's  Letter  of  Acceptance  as  Pastor 

“When  I  look  at  the  weight  of  the  work  you  call  me  unto,  of 
which  Paul  cried  out,  ‘Who  is  sufficient  unto  these  things?’  I  then 
looking  upon  my  manifold  infirmities  and  indisposition  of  spirit,  then 
unto  so  many  discouragements;  but,  when  I  duly  consider  the  Lord’s 
sovereignty  over  me  and  all-sufficiency  for  my  support,  I  desire,  when 
I  see  his  work  and  call,  to  say  with  Isaiah,  ‘Here  I  am:  send  me.’ 
And  in  particular  when  I  observe  the  remarkable  providences  of  God 
in  bringing  me  hither  and  paving  out  our  way  hitherto,  and  the  room 
the  Lord  hath  made  for  me  in  your  hearts  (which  I  acknowledge  with 
thankfulness  to  God  and  yourselves),  I  also  look  at  the  call  of  God 
in  the  present  call,  as  a  call  to  me ;  being  the  more  confirmed  herein 
by  the  concurrence  of  our  apprehensions,  which  hath  appeared  in  those 
things  we  had  occasion  to  confer  about,  concerning  our  entering  into 
and  proceeding  with  church  affairs,  which  I  hope  the  Lord  will  enable 
me  to  practise  accordingly.  Wherefore,  while  you  walk  according  to 
God’s  order  of  the  gospel  and  in  the  steadfastness  of  the  faith  of 
Christ,  and  I  see  that  with  a  good  conscience  and  freedom  of  spirit  I 
can  carry  on  my  work,  and  discharge  my  duty  to  God  and  man  and 
these  that  are  under  my  care,  according  to  the  respective  relation  I 
may  bear  unto  them,  so  long  as  the  Lord  is  calling  me  to  labor  in  this 
part  of  his  vineyard,  I  desire  to  give  up  myself  to  the  Lord  and  his 
service  in  the  work  of  the  ministry  of  this  place;  requesting  you  to 
strive  together  with  me  in  your  prayers  for  me,  that  it  may  redound 
to  his  glory,  the  edifying  of  every  soul  that  shall  dwell  amongst  us, 
and  for  our  joyful  account  in  the  day  of  Christ’s  appearance.  By  me, 

John  Hale.” 

A  pastor  having  been  procured,  the  next  object  in  view  was  to 
organize  a  church.  For  it  should  be  understood,  that  the  church 
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strictly  speaking, — that  is,  as  composed  of  church-members. —  had  then 
a  potential  voice  and  a  predominance  in  numbers  and  influence  rarely 
if  ever  to  be  met  with  in  our  congregational  churches  at  the  present 
day.  All  along,  as  we  trace  the  negotiations  preceding  the  separation 
of  ours  from  the  parent  society,  we  perceive  it  to  be  implied  that  the 
church  was  every  thing,  the  parish  little  or  nothing.  This  is  shown  by 
the  mere  name  agreed  on  for  the  new  body  to  be  formed, — which  was 
“the  Church  of  Christ  at  Bass  River  in  Salem,” — no  mention  being 
made  of  the  parish ;  though  that  may  have  been  included  in  the 
designation,  and  may  have  been  understood  as  resulting  from  the  pre¬ 
vious  maintenance  of  separate  worship.  Fourteen  months  after  their 

The  Parish  and  the  Church 

formation,  the  town  was  incorporated,  and  thenceforth  they  were 
called  and  known  as  the  First  Parish  and  Church  in  Beverly;  the 
records  and  doings  of  the  town  and  parish,  as  was  generally  the  case 
where  only  one  parish  existed  in  a  municipality,  being  extensively  in¬ 
termingled.  Of  late — indeed  for  a  long  time — the  original  order  has 
been  reversed,  and  the  parish  has  been  spoken  of  as  including  of  course 
a  church ;  and  under  its  corporate  title  all  parochial  business  of  the 
society,  consisting  of  persons  within  and  without  the  church  in  its 
stricter  acceptation,  has  been  transacted.  These  two  bodies,  however, 
have  here  from  the  first  been  in  great  harmony.  In  one  respect  it  may 
be  confidently  affirmed,  that  they  have  ever  been  in  perfect  agreement ; 
which  is  this:  Planting  themselves,  as  both  at  the  outset  did,  on  the 
grand  principle  of  their  absolute  independence  of  all  foreign  ecclesi¬ 
astical  control,  they  have  been  united  by  one  spirit  and  the  bond  of 
peace  in  adhering  to  it  without  hesitation,  wavering,  or  reservation ; 
in  carrying  it  in  practice  fully  out  to  its  legitimate  conclusions ;  and, 
while  loyally  submitting  to  the  civil  law,  acknowledging  subjection  to 
no  other  laws  than  those  of  conscience  and  of  God.  There  is,  too,  a 
simplicity  which  to  my  apprehension  is  truly  admirable,  in  the  means 
employed  by  the  founders  of  each,  who  were  in  fact  mostly  the  same 
persons,  to  compass  their  chief  aim, — the  moral  and  religious  improve- 

One  Pastor  and  Teacher;  No  Ruling  Elders 

ment  of  their  people.  Uniting  the  offices  common  to  both  of  pastor  and 
teacher,  which  had  elsewhere  been  kept  distinct,  they  joined  in  the 
election  of  a  single  pastor  or  minister.  Discarding  the  distinction  that 
prevailed  in  other  churches,  between  ruling  elders  and  deacons,  this 
church  at  the  beginning  elected  simply  the  latter  officers,  from  which 
course  it  has  never  since  departed ;  having  been  served  by  upwards  of 
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twenty  in  that  capacity.  Dispensing  writh  all  offices,  lay  or  clerical, 
that  were  merely  honorary  or  titular,  both  parish  and  church  have 
hitherto  created  and  sustained,  whether  for  regular  or  special  purposes, 
such  only  as  had  a  practical  and  intimate  relation  to  the  furthering  of 
its  appropriate  objects, — as  were  deemed  essential  to  the  management 
of  their  prudential  affairs,  the  raising,  keeping,  and  expenditures  of 
requisite  pecuniary  means,  the  distribution  of  charities,  the  support 
and  right  administering  of  religious  ordinances  and  institutions,  the 
maintenance  besides  of  friendly  and  mutually  edifying  relations  with 
other  Christian  associations.  And  these  offices  have  been  filled  from 
the  first  by  persons  (I  speak  as  becomes  me  of  the  departed  only)  on 
whose  characters  no  recorded  stigma  rests,  and  on  whose  reputation  for 
high  respectability,  intelligence,  and  worth,  any  religious  community 
might  justly  be  congratulated. 

A  Liberal  Covenant  and  a  Calvinistic  Creed 

An  important  part  in  the  preparations  for  establishing  the  church, 
and  regarded  indispensable  by  its  founders,  was  the  framing  and 
adoption  of  a  covenant.  That  which  they  agreed  upon  was  simple, 
comprehensive,  liberal, — from  little  of  which  we  of  our  denomination 
should  dissent.  Coupled  with  it  was  a  confession  of  faith,  more 
stringent,  Calvinistic,  to  a  great  deal  of  which  Unitarians  of  all  shades 
of  beliefs  could  not  subscribe.  It  is  noticeable,  that  the  earliest  New- 
England  church  covenants  were  less  restricted  in  doctrine  and  more 
liberal  in  spirit  than  many  subsequently  adopted, — some  of  them  on  the 
very  spots  where  the  former  originally  existed.  Thus  at  Salem  the 
first  is  ascertained  to  have  been  in  these  few  expressive  and  pregnant 
words:  “We  covenant  with  our  Lord  and  one  with  another,  and  we 
do  bind  ourselves  in  the  presence  of  God,  to  walk  together  in  all  his 
ways,  according  as  he  is  pleased  to  reveal  himself  unto  us  in  his  blessed 
word  of  truth.”  It  is  pleasant  to  know  and  realize,  that  some  of  the 
fathers  here  were  foremost  among  the  signers  of  this  covenant, — so 
charmingly  simple  and  concise,  compressing  so  much  of  meaning  within 
so  little  space,  breathing  so  large  a  spirit  of  charity  toward  man  and 
love  to  God;  harmonizing,  too,  so  admirably  with  the  saying  of  John 
Robinson,  that  God  has  much  light  yet  to  break  forth  from  his  holy 
word.  Additions,  nevertheless,  were  in  no  long  time  made  to  it, 
which,  while  multiplying  articles  of  faith,  abridge  its  breadth  and  free¬ 
dom,  and  tended  to  narrow  essentially  the  range  of  spiritual  vision  and 
feeling  with  any  who  might  come  under  its  binding  power.  So  it  was 
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in  the  Pilgrim  Church  of  Plymouth.  When  the  late  venerable  James 
Kendall  was  about  being  settled  there,  he  found  a  covenant  in  use  and 
operation,  to  parts  of  which  he  could  not  conscientiously  assent.  He 
therefore  prevailed  on  the  members  to  restore  the  old  first  covenant  on 
which  that  church  was  originally  based,  on  which  he  had  no  difficulty 
in  standing  himself,  or  in  admitting  suitable  candidates  for  member- 

Why  Creeds  Grew  in  the  Churches 

ship.  Various  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  this  apparent  declension  in 
enlightened,  liberal  views  and  action.  Among  them,  unquestionably, 
one  not  to  be  lightly  considered  or  passed  over  is  this, — the  annoyance, 
dread,  and  hinderance  occasioned  in  the  ordering  and  carrying  out  of 
our  ancestors’  chosen  mission,  by  the  invading  host  of  them  whom  they 
judged  to  be  heretical  and  schismatic:  such  as  the  Brownes  endeavor¬ 
ing  to  gain  a  foothold  for  Episcopacy,  from  which  they  had  seceded 
and  to  which  they  were  uncompromisingly  opposed ;  Roger  Williams 
impugning  not  only  their  doctrine  of  pedobaptism,  but  other  deeply- 
rooted  ideas  of  theirs  on  civil  no  less  than  on  purely  ecclesiastical 
matters;  Ann  Hutchinson,  amid  her  divers  eccentricities  and  assump¬ 
tions,  committing  the  unpardonable  offence  of  declaring  openly  that 
the  ministers  in  these  parts  preached  “a  covenant  of  works,  and  not  of 
grace;”  the  Quakers  also — hardly,  cruelly  as  they  were  treated,  per¬ 
secuted  and  hanged,  peace-loving,  and  not  peace-disturbing,  as  their 
career  on  the  whole  has  been — being  then  and  here  not  literally 
Quietists,  any  more  than  they  were  of  the  sect  of  that  name,  that  arose 
a  thousand  years  before  theirs,  and  was  so  called  from  esteeming  quiet 
and  inaction  the  acme  of  spiritual  elevation  and  bliss.  Neither  should 
we  leave  out  of  the  account  the  lust  of  domination,  prevalent  in  all 
ages,  over  minds  and  consciences,  which  delights  in  lording  it  over 
God’s  heritage,  which  believes  and  suits  its  action  to  the  belief  that  its 
own  way  is  in  that  which  all  men  should  walk. 

The  Organization  of  the  Beverly  Church  (Sept.  20,  1667) 

We  come  now  to  the  consummation  toward  which  the  ardent 
wishes  of  the  fathers  of  this  church  and  society  had  long  tended.  The 
20th  of  September,  1667, — corresponding,  when  allowance  is  made 
for  the  difference  between  the  old  and  the  new  styles  of  reckoning, 
almost  precisely  to  the  date,  two  centuries  later,  of  our  present  as¬ 
sembling, — was  fixed  upon  as  the  day  for  organizing  the  church,  and 
for  the  ordination  of  its  pastor  elect.  On  that  occasion,  ministers  and 
delegates  were  present,  by  invitation,  from  the  neighboring  churches 
of  Ipswich,  Wenham,  and  Salem.  Of  the  attendance  from  the  latter, 
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say  its  records,  “In  regard  to  our  nearness,  and  that  they  are  a  church 
issuing  out  of  ourselves,  it  was  thought  meet  for  as  many  to  be  present 
as  could;  so,  when  the  day  came,  divers  of  the  brethren  were  present.” 
First  in  order  was  the  formation  of  the  church,  which  is  thus  briefly 
described:  “Mr.  Hale  propounded  and  read  a  confession  of  faith  and 
covenant,  which  they  had  often  considered  amongst  themselves,  and 
did  then  (all  that  had  been  in  full  communion  in  the  church  of  Salem) 
express  their  consent  unto  that  confession  and  covenant,  and  so  were 
owned  as  a  particular  and  distinct  church  of  themselves,  by  the  mes- 

John  Hale  Ordained 

sengers  of  the  churches  present.”  The  service  of  ordination  consisted 
in  laying  on  of  hands  by  John  Higginson,  assisted  by  the  two  other 
ministers  of  churches  then  represented ;  and  thus  was  fellowship  given 
and  received,  and  the  new-appointed  pastor  consecrated  and  publicly 
recognized.  Going  back  in  fancy,  through  the  long  line  of  two  cen¬ 
turies,  to  that  simple  and  touching  scene,  may  we  not,  without  undue 
stress  of  faith  or  imagination,  trust  that  the  benediction  implored  by  him 
who  led  in  the  service — who,  the  worthy  son  of  a  sainted  sire,  not  for 
his  name  alone,  but  for  his  pure,  benevolent,  devout  spirit,  w*as  the 
St.  John  of  his  time  in  our  churches — was  the  much-availing  prayer 
of  the  righteous,  drawing  down  blessings  untold  and  immeasurable 
on  the  fathers  and  their  descendants  in  the  past  and  all  coming  ages? 

John  Hale’s  Ministry  (1667-1700) 

The  ministry  so  auspiciously  commenced  lasted  for  the  third  of 
a  century,  with  no  interruption  of  the  mutually  happy  relations  of 
pastor  and  people.  They  were  thoughtful  and  liberal,  according  to 
their  means  and  the  requirements  of  the  times,  in  providing  for  the 
support  and  comfort  of  himself  and  family ;  and  he  was  considerate, 
sympathizing,  generous,  faithful  in  public  and  private,  toward  them. 
Unbroken  harmony  of  feeling  and  action  appears  to  have  prevailed 
between  him  and  them;  excepting  in  the  single  instance  of  his  having 
been  appointed  chaplain  in  the  military  expedition  against  the  French  of 
Canada,  in  1690,  when,  contrary  to  the  expressed  wishes  of  his 
parishioners,  and  their  remonstrances  before  the  General  Court  against 
the  appointment,  he  decided  on  its  acceptance.  We  cannot  but  admire, 
as  they  undoubtedly  did,  the  courage  and  self-sacrifice  which  prompted 
him  to  confront  and  share  the  perils  of  that  hazardous  expedition 
through  the  wilderness,  that  he  might  guide  and  guard  the  citizen- 
soldiers  composing  it  amid  the  scarcely  less  moral  dangers  to  which 
they  would  be  exposed,  especially  that  he  might  comfort  and  strengthen 
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the  portion  of  it — forming  a  whole  company,  under  command  of  Cap¬ 
tain  Rayment — which  was  enlisted  from  his  own  parish.  After  the 
lapse  of  nearly  a  century  and  three-quarters,  his  course  and  experience 
in  that  emergency  come  before  us  the  more  vividly,  and  sentiments  of 
admiring  and  patriotic  pride  and  gratitude  are  awakened  anew,  by  the 
parallel  furnished  by  your  present  pastor,  in  the  recent  struggle  for 
national  life,  for  civil  liberty,  for  humanity’s  dearest  rights  and  in¬ 
terests. 

The  Second  Meeting-House  (1682) 

Notwithstanding  the  disturbing  forces  from  without,  particu¬ 
larly  the  wars  with  the  French  and  Indians,  in  which  a  large  propor¬ 
tion  of  the  population  was  at  different  times  engaged,  and  by  which 
sad  disaster  and  havoc  were  occasionally  wrought,  the  parish  steadily 
gained  in  numbers  and  strength,  and  so  far  grew  and  flourished,  that 
it  became  necessary  to  erect  the  second  meeting-house,  which  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  1682,  and  stood  on  this  spot.  “This  house,  like  the  first,  was 
used  for  the  transaction  of  public  business,  and,  beside  the  alterations 
and  improvements  made  at  various  times,  a  powder-room  was  built 
in  it  for  the  safe-keeping  of  the  ammunition  belonging  to  the  town.  As 
fires  at  this  time  were  never  kindled  in  the  meeting-house,  it  was  con¬ 
sidered  the  safest  place  to  deposit  po’wder.  The  sacredness  of  the  place 
did  not,  however,  allay  the  fears  of  the  congregation,  who  left  the 
house  whenever  a  thunder-shower  occurred.”  This  structure,  though 
in  advance  of  the  preceding  and  first  one  in  form  and  convenience,  was 
far  from  being  what  would  now-a-days  be  regarded  as  very  elegant 
or  commodious.  The  exterior  was  in  rude  contrast  with  our  modern 
notions  of  symmetry,  adornment,  and  impressiveness.  From  the  in¬ 
terior,  all  the  beams  and  rafters,  and  the  whole  framework,  were 
discernible.  Tradition  says  there  was  whitewashing;  but,  from  the 
sincere  and  earnest  character  of  the  builders,  we  may  conclude  that 
there  was  little  of  that,  were  it  but  materially.  No  paint  or  plaster¬ 
ing,  outside  or  within,  relieved  the  plain,  uniform  wood-color.  The 
belfry  was  on  the  middle  of  the  roof,  the  bell-rope  coming  down  into 
the  centre  aisle ;  on  each  side  of  which,  and  also  in  the  gallery,  were 
long  benches  for  seating  worshippers.  What  was  the  construction  of 
the  floor  on  which  they  rested,  we  do  not  precisely  know,  but  may  be 
sure  it  was  not  tessellated,  or  inlaid  with  precious  stones  or  woods, — 
most  probably  was  of  ordinary  planks,  since,  between  forty  and  fifty 
years  after  the  house  was  built,  a  floor  was  laid  “upon  the  beams  with 
boards  and  joist.”  As  for  the  carpeting,  warming,  and  appliances  for 
decoration  or  comfort,  to  which  we  are  accustomed,  the  mere  sugges- 
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tion  of  them  would  have  been  deemed  by  the  builders  a  clear  token 
of  irreverence,  levity,  and  coldness  of  heart. 

Seating  Rules 

“Seating  the  meeting”  was  with  them  a  matter  of  special  concern. 
As  early  as  1671,  a  committee  of  the  parish  was  appointed,  to  be 
“joined  with  the  selectmen,  to  seat  all  the  married  persons  in  the  meet¬ 
ing-house;”  from  which  it  might  be  inferred,  unjustly  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
that  there  was  indifference  as  to  what  seats  the  unmarried  had,  or 
whether  they  had  any.  Some  systematic  arrangement  was  obviously 
desirable  and  necessary,  to  avoid  confusion,  as  well  as  to  conform  to 
the  peculiar  notions  and  customs  of  the  time.  The  rules  adopted  for 
the  distribution  of  seats  underwent  various  modifications,  till  at  length 
they  were  reduced  to  an  exact  and  clearly-defined  system.  By  this  it 
was  ordered, — and  so  curious  a  specimen  is  it  of  the  aristocracy  and 
gallantry,  no  less  than  the  simplicity  and  quaintness,  that  reigned  in 
the  period  of  which  I  am  speaking,  that  I  am  tempted  to  quote  its 
provisions;  which  are — 

“That  every  male  be  allowed  one  degree  for  every  complete  year 
of  age  he  exceeds  twenty-one;  that  he  be  allowed  for  a  captain’s  com¬ 
mission  twelve  degrees,  for  a  lieutenant’s  eight,  and  for  an  ensign’s 
four  degrees;  that  he  be  allowed  three  degrees  for  every  shilling  for  real 
estate  in  the  last  parish  tax,  and  one  degree  for  every  shilling  for  per¬ 
sonal  estate  and  faculty;  every  six  degrees  for  estate  and  faculty  of  a 
parent  alive,  to  make  one  degree  among  his  sons,  or,  where  there  are 
none,  among  the  daughters  that  are  seated ;  every  generation  heretofore 
living  in  this  town  to  make  one  degree  for  every  male  descendant  that 
is  seated ;  parentage  to  be  regarded  no  farther  otherwise  than  to  turn 
the  scale  between  competition  for  the  same  seat ;  that  taxes  for  polls 
of  sons  and  servants  shall  give  no  advancement  for  masters  or  fathers, 
because  such  sons  or  servant  have  seats;  that  no  degree  be  allowed  on 
account  of  any  one’s  predecessors  having  paid  towards  building  the 
meeting-house,  because  it  had  fallen  down  before  now,  but  for  repairs 
since  made;  that  some  suitable  abatement  in  degrees  be  made,  where 
it  is  well  known  the  person  is  greatly  in  debt;  that  the  tenant  of  a 
freehold  for  term  of  years  shall  be  allowed  as  many  degrees  as  half 
the  real  estate  entitles  him  to,  and  the  landlord  the  other  half;  that 
the  proprietor  of  lands  in  any  other  parish  shall  be  (if  under  his  own 
improvement)  allowed  as  much  as  he  would  be  if  they  lay  in  this 
parish,  but,  if  rented  out,  only  half  as  much  ;  married  women  to  be 
seated  agreeably  to  the  rank  of  their  husbands,  and  widows  in  the 
same  degree  as  though,  their  husbands  were  yet  living;  that  the  fore- 
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most  magistrate  seat,  so  called)  shall  be  the  highest  in  rank,  and  the 
other  three  in  successive  order ;  that  the  next  in  rank  shall  be  in  the 
foremost  of  the  front  seats  below,  then  the  foreseat  in  the  front- 
gallery,  then  the  fore-seat  in  the  side-gallery;  that  the  side-seat  below 
shall  be  for  elderly  men,  the  foremost  first  or  highest,  and  the  others 
in  order;  that  the  seats  behind  the  fore-front  seat  below  shall  be  for 
middle-aged  men,  according  to  their  degree ;  that  the  second  or  third 
seats  in  the  front  and  side  galleries  shall  be  for  younger  men,  to  rank 

the  second  first,  and  the  third  next.”  1951912 

Males  were  separated  from  females  in  location,  and  seats  were 
assigned  to  the  latter,  corresponding  to  the  rank  fixed  for  them  by  the 
rules  just  stated.  A  grave  objection  to  this  arrangement  was  the  separa¬ 
tion  of  the  children  and  youth  from  the  parents,  their  natural  guard- 

Children  in  Church 

ians  and  regulators.  Here  the  boy-genus  was — what  in  all  ages  and 
state  of  society  I  suppose  it  has  been  found  to  be — a  serious  element  of 
disturbance.  Children  were  mostly  disposed  of  on  benches  in  the 
aisles,  or  on  the  stairs.  A  portion  of  the  boys,  including,  it  may  be 
presumed,  the  most  unruly,  were  placed  on  the  pulpit  staircase,  where 
they  were  under  the  eye  of  the  minister  and  exposed  to  the  gaze  of  the 
whole  congregation.  But  this  did  not  suffice  to  prevent  or  suppress 
insubordination  in  this  least  interesting  part  of  the  human  creation. 
Such  was  the  alarming  height  to  which  juvenile  misdemeanors  in  the 
midst  of  divine  service  had  attained,  that  the  town  authorities  were  led 
to  deliberate  and  take  summary  measures  respecting  them.  At  one  time 
it  was  “ordered  by  the  selectmen,  that  the  hinder  seats  of  the  elders’ 
gallery  be  altered,  and  the  boys  are  to  sit  there,  and  Robert  Hubbard 
to  have  an  eye  out  for  them;  and  for  the  first  offence  to  acquaint  their 
parents  or  masters  of  it,  and,  if  they  do  offend  again,  to  acquaint  the 
selectmen  with  it,  who  shall  deal  with  them  according  to  law.”  An¬ 
other  time  the  town — being  then,  as  to  such  matters,  in  all  but  name 
the  parish — voted,  “That  the  selectmen  make  such  orders  as  convenient 
for  the  prevention  of  boys  and  idle  persons  from  sitting  in  such  places, 
in  our  meeting-house,  wherein  they  are  out  of  public  view,  and  so,  in 
time  of  public  worship,  spend  much  of  their  time  in  play  and  disorder.” 
By  no  means  let  it  be  understood  that  the  evil  was  confined  to  the 
limits  of  this  parish.  Our  Salem  mother,  staid  and  venerable  as  she 
might  have  been  expected  throughout  to  be,  endured  the  same  affliction. 
There,  in  1676,  an  order  was  passed,  “that  all  the  boys  of  the  town 
are  and  shall  be  appointed  to  sit  upon  the  three  pairs  of  stairs  in  the 
meeting-house  on  the  Lord’s  day;”  and  two  persons  were  appointed 
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to  the  charge  of  them, — one  “to  look  to  the  boys  that  sit  upon  the 
pulpit  stairs/’  the  second  “for  the  other  stairs,  to  look  to  and  order  so 
many  of  the  boys  as  may  be  convenient,  and,  if  any  are  unruly,  to  pre¬ 
sent  their  names,  as  the  law  directs.”  Very  many,  not  to  say  all, 
other  parishes,  before  and  ever  since,  have  in  like  manner  been  troubled 
and  tried  by  their  “coming  men.” 

The  Office  of  Sexton 

For  various  well-known  purposes,  especially  for  the  right  order¬ 
ing  of  the  sanctuary,  the  office  of  sexton  has,  from  time  immemorial, 
been  considered  essential.  The  dread  presence  of  that  official,  in  par¬ 
ticular  when  acting  as  tithing-man,  will  be  remembered  by  not  a  few, 
in  looking  back  to  their  youthful  days,  and  might  now  often  be  needed, 
and  be  of  salutary  effect.  Whether  the  duty  of  watching  the  drowsy 
worshippers  and  keeping  them  awake,  which  in  some  places  was  re¬ 
quired  of  some  one,  devolved  on  him,  does  not  precisely  appear.  But 
the  turning  of  the  glass  specially  belonged  to  him.  An  hour-glass  was 
placed  in  a  position  where  it  could  be  observed  by  all  present.  Just  as 
the  sermon  commenced,  the  sexton  turned  the  glass.  “If  the  minister 
completed  his  discourse  before  the  sands  had  all  run  out,  he  was  ad¬ 
monished  that  he  had  not  complied  with  the  reasonable  expectations  of 
his  hearers,  whether  sleeping  or  waking, — both  classes  having  tacitly 
contracted  for  an  hour’s  enjoyment  in  their  own  way.  If  his  zeal  in¬ 
clined  him  to  go  beyond  the  standard  measure,  the  turning  of  the  glass 
by  the  faithful  sexton  reminded  him  that  he  was  asking  more  of  the 
patience  of  his  hearers  than  they  had  tacitly  agreed  to  give.  But  in¬ 
stances  were  not  rare  in  those  days,  when  long  sermons  were  less  alarm¬ 
ing  than  in  this  age  of  dispatch,  in  which,  as  has  been  facetiously  re¬ 
marked,  both  preachers  and  hearers  were  well  content  to  take  a  second, 
and  even  a  third,  glass  together.”  By  the  substitution  of  clocks  to 
which,  it  is  to  be  feared,  eyes  of  weariness,  more  than  of  delight,  now 
turn),  if  not  before  or  otherwise,  this  custom  has  long  since  ceased; 
and  so  the  sexton’s  office  was  shorn  of  one  of  its  chief  distinctions. 
That  office  in  this  parish,  for  more  than  two  centuries,  has  been  filled 
by  only  seven  individuals ;  it  might  also  be  said  by  six,  one  of  them 
having,  within  less  than  two  months  after  he  was  appointed  to  it, 
dropped  dead  while  ringing  the  evening  bell.  Of  the  first,  the  high 
praise  is  recorded,  that,  after  a  twenty  years’  service,  it  was  required 
of  his  successor  “that  he  should  do,  in  all  respects,  as  Goodman  Bailey 
had  done;”  and  that  he  fulfilled  the  requirement  we  may  infer  from 
the  fact,  that  he  continued  in  office  for  over  sixty  years.  The  last 
sexton  has  served  a  quarter  of  a  century,  and  is  still  active  and  useful 
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in  the  performance  of  his  duties.  Many  of  us  remember,  with  sincere 
regard  and  regrets,  Thomas  Barrett  his  immediate  predecessor,  who 
officiated  for  about  fifty  years, — who  was  ever  so  orderly  and  punctual, 
so  respectful  and  reverential,  so  thoughtful  and  kind  toward  the  living, 
so  tender  of  the  dead.  Few  more  than  he  could  truly  and  from  the 
heart  say,  “I  love  the  habitation  of  thine  house:  how  amiable  are  thy 
tabernacles  unto  me,  O  God !”  Seldom  have  I  been  more  touched  than 
when  I  saw  his  funeral  procession  wind  around  the  front  of  this 
temple,  which  he  had  loved  and  served  so  well,  and,  entering  the 
ancient  first  burial-ground,  pass  to  the  only  vacant  space  for  a  grave ; 
which,  long  before,  he  had  reserved  for  himself,  that  he  might  be 
buried  by  the  side  of  the  wife  of  his  youth. 

Music  in  Public  Worship;  the  First  Choir  (1764) 

Music  has  from  the  first  been  here  made  an  important  part  of 
public  worship.  Very  different,  indeed,  have  been  the  styles  in  which 
it  has  been  performed.  “Deaconing”  the  psalm  was  that  which  pre¬ 
vailed  in  the  primitive  and  several  succeeding  ages.  It  was  so  termed 
because  the  “musical  exercises  of  the  sanctuary,  according  to  the 
custom  of  the  times,  were  conducted  by  one  of  the  deacons,  who  of¬ 
ficiated  as  chorister  to  the  congregation.  He  read  the  hymn,  line  by 
line,  and  set  the  tune,  in  which  each  member  joined  by  rote,  in  key 
and  measure  not  always  the  most  exact  or  harmonious.”  Various  were 
the  modifications  this  custom  underwent.  In  1764,  it  was  voted,  that 
singers  be  selected,  and  seated  together,  “that  the  spirit  of  singing 
psalms  might  be  revived,  and  that  part  of  the  worship  conducted  with 
more  regularity.”  Ten  years  later,  the  parish  voted  to  locate  the 
choir  in  the  front  gallery,  opposite  to  the  pulpit,  and  constituting  a 
sort  of  correlative  department  with  that,  and  commissioned  with  full 
powers  “to  pitch  the  tune  and  take  the  lead  in  singing.”  Such  changes 
were  not  effected  in  this  generally  esteemd  important  matter  without 
serious  discussions  and  conflicts  of  opinion,  and  even  strenuous  resist¬ 
ance.  Similar  difficulties  and  controversy  existed  in  regard  to  the  col- 

Hymnals 

lections  used  in  the  singing.  Thus  when,  a  century  ago,.  Watts’ 
Psalms  and  Hymns  were  introduced  in  place  of  the  antiquated  version 
previously  in  use,  one  man  at  least  was  so  strongly  moved  as  to  take 
his  hat,  and  walk  hurriedly  out  of  the  assembly ;  not  quite  so  formal 
and  dignified  a  protest  as  that  which,  on  a  like  occasion,  at  a  later 
period,  was  entered  against  what  by  some  (and  not  a  few)  was  con¬ 
sidered  and  alarming  and  monstrous  innovation, — an  aged  member 


37 


ni«  ffjrw  at  !o  ynsIA  .esiiuh  aid  io  3'jnsxn  ioht>q  sdi  ni 


;  wn 3  i  ioi  soaq*  yino  odj  or  .bnuoTrsj-Jci  hk  Imd  )mbot 

.tiuiox  nA  \o  s$iv/  sri*  o  *>b*a  si  )  yd  I  >hi«i 

n*q  msJToqaii  ns  abfim  sisrf  cmd  ndi  moii  aud  pieuM 

fi  5jniii/jiuno3  bn*  «Jiqiuq  *rii  oi  tfiaoqqo  Jnoil  3d>  ai  lioifo 


Imnio}  oe  33»up  mo  ;  yldm^e*  adi  io  iun >  yJb'jmud  dlsw  bn*  ,i*d  *id 
<v/yi  j;  h  n  ijtir,)  ,•■<>  v<i  )u‘ //  un.,;)t i  in  un  fiiw  ,b<  a>q 


of  the  second  parish  in  this  town  rising  amid  its  worshipping  congrega¬ 
tion  under  high  excitement,  and  asserting,  with  utmost  gravity  and 
earnestness,  that  ,  if  Solomon  had  beheld  what  they  had  then  seen  and 
heard,  far  from  him  would  it  have  been  to  say,  “There  is  nothing  new 
under  the  sun.”  After  an  experience  of  more  than  a  half  century  here, 
during  which  it  was  felt  by  many,  that,  admirable  and  excellent  as  is 
much  of  the  devotional  poetry  of  Watts,  there  is  also  much  that  ac¬ 
corded  with  neither  their  views  nor  taste,  a  change  was  imperatively 
demanded.  Still  there  was  a  respectable  minority,  unwilling  to  have 
the  book,  with  which  were  linked  such  hallowed  associations,  super¬ 
seded  and  banished  from  the  sanctuary.  Therefore  a  compromise  was 
agreed  on,  by  which  the  Watts’  collection  was  to  be  used  alternately 
with  another  (the  West  Boston  one),  which,  while  retaining  some 
of  the  best  in  the  former,  omitted  the  most  objectionable.  But  this, 
like  most  compromises,  resulted  fatally  to  the  yielding  party;  the  giving 
up  of  a  part  having  been  soon  followed  by  a  concession  of  the  whole, 
and  the  old  supplanted  altogether  by  the  new.  Any  changes  since  made 
in  your  psalmody  or  hymnology,  being  such  as  were  required  by  prog¬ 
ress  in  intellectual  and  literary  culture  and  devotional  sentiment,  have 
been  accomplished  with  little  or  no  agitation  or  dissension.  And  as  for 
your  choir,  from  its  first  institution,  charged  with  giving  voice  and 
expression  to  the  words  of  poets,  inspired  and  uninspired,  it  has  had 
less  of  the  discord,  in  feeling  and  action,  naturally  expected  from  the 
association  of  a  delicate  and  sensitive  organization  with  musical  taste 
and  skill ;  while,  composed  as  it  ever  has  been  almost  entirely  of  your 
own  members,  among  them  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  worthy,  as 
well  as  gifted  and  proficient  in  the  science  of  sweet  sounds  and  grand 
harmonies,  they  have  not  failed  of  their  high  duty  of  ministering,  for 
themselves  and  others,  to  the  sacred  melody  of  the  fervent  and  devout 
heart. 

Beverly  and  the  Witchcraft  Delusion 

Witchcraft,  or  rather  notions  and  practices  relating  to  it,  con¬ 
stituted  a  chief  disturbing  element  in  this  society’s  first  age.  While 
the  tempest,  which  demonology  had  from  all  times  and  lands,  and  the 
four  winds  of  heaven,  been  gathering,  burst  in  the  immediate  vinicity, 
this  place  must  of  necessity  share  in  the  wreck  and  ruin  wrought  by 
one  of  the  direst  commotions  that  ever  raged  in  a  community  with  any 
pretensions  to  being  termed  civilized  or  Christian.  As  we  review  the 
authentic  accounts  of  the  great  drama  enacted  in  1692,  with  its  reign 
of  terror  and  awful  tragedies,  a  nightmare  seems  upon  us ;  and  we  pass, 
as  it  were,  through  a  horrid  dream.  Ishmaelitish,  in  fact,  a  large 
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portion  of  the  people  of  this  region  had  become, — their  hands  against 
every  man,  and  every  man’s  hand  against  theirs.  Some  of  the  strongest 
bonds  by  which  society  is  held  in  unity,  peace,  and  order,  appeared 
about  to  be  dissolved,  and  its  very  existence  to  be  in  jeopardy, —  threat¬ 
ened  with  fast-approaching  dissolution.  Panic,  mutual  accusations,  ar¬ 
rests,  imprisonments,  prevailing  distrust  and  jealousies,  wide-spread  and 
untold  anguish  in  individuals  and  families,  the  whole  vast  mass  of 
misery  and  evil  resulting  from  what  wre  feel  justified  in  pronouncing 
the  witchcraft  delusion,  were  not  confined  to  this  particlular  neigh¬ 
borhood.  Elsewhere,  scarcely  less  than  in  this  devoted  locality,  the 
social  fabric  reeled  and  rocked  on  its  apparently  insecure  base.  An¬ 
dover  caught  the  contagion,  having  been  visited  by  some  of  the 
propagators  of  the  delusion  direct  from  the  district  peculiarly  infected ; 
and  a  visitation  truly  it  proved,  not  of  angel  strangers,  but  their  op¬ 
posites  in  human  shape;  and  their  visit  did  indeed  cost  dear,  being  fol¬ 
lowed  by  some  of  the  worst  calamities  growing  out  of  the  scourge 
they  brought.  Prisoners  by  the  hundred  were  lodged  in  jails,  not  in 
Salem  only,  but  in  Ipswich,  Boston,  and  Cambridge.  There  they  were 
immured  in  damp  and  loathsome  cells,  enduring  grievous  privations, 
looking  back  with  harrowing  regrets  to  the  homes  from  which  they  had 
been  torn,  the  friends  from  whom  they  had  been  abruptly  and  cruelly 
sundered,  and  forward  with  dreadful  anticipation  of  capital  trials,  in 
which  just  and  established  rules  of  evidence,  with  the  principles  on 
which  they  are  founded,  would  be  ignored  or  set  at  nought ;  in  which 

the  most  trivial,  irrevelant,  and  absurd  testimony  would  be  freely  ad- 

- 

The  First  Witchcraft  Victim 
A  Member  of  the  Beverly  Church 

mitted,  and,  in  short,  conviction  of  guilt  be  a  foregone  conclusion.  The 
first  victim  of  such  trials — and,  with  such,  truth  obliges  us  to  class  the 
Salem  trials  for  witchcraft — was  Mrs.  Edward  Bishop,  a  member  in 
full  communion  with  this  church.  She  was  a  woman  of  marked  pecu¬ 
liarities  in  manners,  style  of  dress,  and  mode  of  living,  and  quite  in¬ 
dependent  of  the  opinions  and  fashions  of  her  time.  One  of  the  wit¬ 
nesses  against  her  “mentions,  as  corroborative  proof  of  Bridget 
Bishop’s  being  a  witch,  that  she  used  to  bring  to  his  dye-house  ‘sundry 
pieces  of  lace,’  of  shapes  and  dimensions  entirely  outside  of  his  con¬ 
ceptions  of  what  could  be  needed  in  the  wardrobe,  or  -for  the  toilet  of 
a  plain  and  honest  woman.  He  evidently  regarded  fashionable  and 
vain  apparel  as  a  snare  and  sign  of  the  Devil.”  If  such  proofs  were 
still  held  to  be  allowable  and  convincing,  they  would  bear  hardly  on 
many  fine  ladies  of  our  day,  who  would  thus  be  shown  to  be  in  a 
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league,  of  which  they  could  not  be  supposed  ambitiouns  to  form  a 
component  part.  Eccentric,  self-reliant,  firm  in  asserting  and  main¬ 
taining  her  rights,  and,  if  need  were, —  as  sometimes  happened, — 
courageous  in  resisting  interference  with  them,  Mrs.  Bishop’s  character 
had  those  salient  points  on  which  a  persecution,  mainly  composed  of 
superstition,  fanaticism,  vanity,  spiritual  pride,  personal  hostility,  and 
private  vengeance,  was  exactly  adapted  to  fasten.  Accordingly,  at 
different  times  in  a  series  of  years  previously  to  her  final  accusation 
and  arraignment,  she  had  been  charged  with  egregious  offences, 
especially  with  that  most  heinous  sin  of  having  conspired  with  Satan 
against  the  peace  and  welfare  of  mankind  in  general,  and  of  God’s  elect 
•in  particular.  She  had,  however,  continued  in  regular  standing  with 
this  church ;  and  had  been  sustained  and  exculpated,  under  the  heavy 
charges  brought  against  her,  by  the  members,  including  the  minister, 
up  to  the  time  of  her  arrest  by  civil  process.  Among  the  saddest  of 
stories  is  that  of  the  closing  scenes  of  her  life,  which  yet  may  be  told 
in  a  single  and  not  very  lengthened  sentence.  Dragged  from  her 
domestic  retreat,  with  its  appliances  and  comforts ;  brought  into  the 
crowded  assembly;  confronted  there  on  the  one  hand  by  the  examining 
magistrates  in  solem  state,  and  on  the  other  by  her  false  and  infatuated 
accusers ;  on  the  wretched  pretences  there  made  committed  to  a  dun¬ 
geon ;  borne  thence,  solitary  and  alone,  through  streets  thronged  with 
a  promiscuous  multitude  of  the  horror-stricken,  the  sad  (some  wisely 
sad),  and  the  jeering  and  scoffing,  to  the  court,  where  on  testimony 
mostly  frivolous,  none  of  it  relevant  or  well-substantiated,  she  was 
condemned  to  an  ignominious  death  on  the  scaffold ;  and  which  having 
suffered,  she  was  buried  at  the  foot  as  it  were  of  her  cross, — all  this, 
passing  and  enduring  within  a  few  swiftly-fleeting  weeks,  into  which 
were  crowTded  the  excruciating  agonies  of  months  and  years.  Thus 
passed  away  and  perished  one,  a  sincere,  high-spirited,  and  Christian 
woman,  whose  blood  has  since  flowed,  and  continues  to  flow  in  the 
veins  of  some  of  the  oldest  and  most  respectable  families  in  this  vicinity. 
Thus  perished  the  first  of  the  twenty  who — in  that  day,  darkened  by 
delusion  and  superstition  of  deepest  dye,  who,  protesting  uniformly 
conscious  innocence — laid  down  their  lives,  and  left  their  bodies  to  be 
deposited  amid  the  crevices  and  rocks,  and  scantily  covered  by  earth, 
in  the  place  of  execution.  On  the  rocky  heights  selected  for  the  purpose, 

and  known  by  the  interchangeable  names  of  Witch  and  Gallows  Hill, 
with  a  grand  surrounding  expanse  of  town  and  country,  sea  and  land, 
it  may  have  been  intended  to  set  up  a  beacon  of  warning  against  all 
demoniacal  approaches^  wiles,  and  machinations;  but,  if  it  were  a  light 
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set  on  a  hill,  it  was  one  that  shone  with  an  ominous,  a  lurid,  dismal 
radiance,  and  was  wholly  destitute  of  a  cheering  beam  or  genuine 
spiritual  illumination. 

John  Hale's  Role  in  the  Witchcraft  Trials 

One  of  the  aggravating  circumstances  in  the  bitter  experience  of 
the  first  sacrifice  to  that  mockery  of  justice,  the  Salem  trials  for  witch¬ 
craft,  was,  that  her  own  minister,  who  on  former  like  occasions  had 
stood  up  for  her  defence  and  succeeded  in  her  rescue,  testified  at  the 
last  against  her,  and  thus  effectively  aided  in  sealing  her  deplorable  fate. 
For  his  conduct  in  this  case,  and  the  general  countenance  he  gave  to 
the  delusion  when  at  its  height,  Hale  has  been  the  subject  of  strong 
animadversion, — been  charged,  indeed,  with  gross  inconsistency. — 
Judging,  however,  from  the  character  accorded  to  him  by  his  con¬ 
temporaries,  for  integrity,  for  high  and  varied  excellence,  I  incline  to 
believe  that  the  inconsistency,  apparent  or  actual,  involved  only  the 
effects  of  the  overshadowing  and  controlling  power  of  theoretical  error 
and  sympathetic  excitement,  not  of  intentional  wrong.  But  if  the 
discernment  and  wisdom,  attributed  to  him  by  some  of  the  leading 
minds  of  his  time,  for  a  while  were  overborne  and  deserted  him,  the 
scales  were  soon  made  to  fall  from  his  eyes,  and  many  beside  his,  by  the 
evil  being  brought  home  to  his  own  door.  Perhaps  the  extreme  had 
been  reached,  from  which  a  recoil  was  inevitable.  However  that  may 
have  been,  the  re-action,  whether  begun  then  or  before,  was  greatly 
accelerated  when  accusations  were  pointed  at  Mrs.  Hale,  whose 
superior  worth  was  acknowledged  and  highly  appreciated,  as  it  was 
widely  known.  The  commotion  subsided  by  an  almost  instant  collapse. 
Accusers  became  the  accused.  Those  lately  leaders  were  in  their  turn 
cried  out  against,  and  reproached  in  no  measured  terms  as  deceivers, 
by  the  deluded.  Judges  were  severely  judged, — some  of  them,  like 
Sewall,  coming  out  and  manfully  confessing  the  egregious  errors  into 
which  they  had  fallen.  Others  there  were  who — instead  of  being  in¬ 
censed,  or  prompted  to  attempts  at  self-justification,  by  the  reproaches 
heaped  upon  them  as  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  the  delusion,  and  there¬ 
fore  authors  of  so  much  mischief  and  suffering — set  salmlv  and  humbly 
about  a  review  of  the  whole  subject,  taking  for  the  guidance  of  their 
search  the  combined  lights  of  experience,  philosophy,  and  religion. 
Prominent  among  such  was  John  Hale.  Several  years  after  the  con¬ 
vulsions  and  horrors  of  1692  had  passed,  when  the  excitement  at¬ 
tendant  and  consequent  on  them  had  been  allowed  sufficient  opportun¬ 
ity  to  subside,  he  published  the  results  of  his  investigation  in  a  small 
volume,  highly  commended  at  the  time,  and  bearing  the  stamp  of  an 
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intelligent,  candid,  earnest  spirit.  In  that  he  takes  distinctly  the 
ground,  that  the  witchcraft  prosecutions  were  pushed  to  unjustifiable 
extremes.  His  reasons  in  reply  to  the  question,  “How  it  doth  appear 
that  there  was  a  going  too  far  in  this  affair,”  certainly  have  point  and 
force.  Briefly  they  are  these:  The  great  number  of  the  accused,  the 
quality  or  character  of  several  of  them,  the  number  (fifty  at  least)  of 
the  afflicted,  unqualified  denial  of  guilt  by  all  who  were  executed,  and 
finally  that  Satan  had  been  chained,  so  that  accusers  and  accused  had 
been  quiet,  for  the  five  years  and  more  that  had  elapsed  since  the  last 
of  the  trials. 

That  book  was  shortly  followed  by  another,  which  had  great  in¬ 
fluence  in  enlightening  and  settling  the  public  mind, — prepared  by  a 
Boston  merchant,  Robert  Calef,  and  entitled  “The  Wonders  of  the 
Invisible  World.”  Its  spirit,  far  from  being  calm,  gentle,  reserved 
*  like  the  former,  was  free,  outspoken,  with  a  strong  admixture  of  the 
indignant.  He  speaks  without  hesitation  or  qualification  of  the  chief 
actors  in  the  tragic  scenes,  which  were  then  fresh,  and  bitter  as  they 
were  fresh,  in  the  recollection  of  multitudes,  as  “these  criminals  and 
their  bloody  principles.”  His  summings  up  I  give  in  substance,  and 
nearly  in  his  own  language: — 

“As  long  as  Christian,  real  or  nominal,  deem  the  law  of  the  Lord 
imperfect,  not  describing  in  this  matter  the  crime  punishable  with 
death;  the  Devil  a  power  above  and  against  nature;  the  witches  to 
commission  him ;  the  Devil’s  testimony  to  be  preferred,  invariably  and 
whatever  the  trustworthiness  of  the  arraigned,  to  their  plea  of  not 
guilty;  life  and  liberty  depending  on  confession  of  guilt;  that  the  ac¬ 
cused  should  undergo  hardships  and  torments;  teats  for  the  Devil  to 
suck  be  searched  on  the  body  as  tokens  of  guilt ;  the  Lord’s  prayer  to 
be  adopted,  in  a  manner  by  which  it  is  profaned,  for  a  test;  witchcraft, 
scorcery,  familiar  spirits,  necromancy,  with  many  other  proofs  alike 
fanciful  and  frivolous,  to  be  used  in  discovering  witches, — while  such 
things,  that  had  been  lately  witnessed,  and  the  effects  of  which  were 
far  from  having  died  away,  are  believed,  said,  and  done,  so  long  it 
may  be  expected  the  innocent  will  suffer,  God  be  dishonored,  and  his 
judgments  contemned.” 

Cotton  Mather,  incensed  at  the  rough  handling  this  little  book 
gave  him  and  his  coadjutors  in  promoting  the  witchcraft  delusions  and 
persecutions,  was  betrayed  by  his  indignation  into  exclaiming,  with  one 
letter  dropped  from  the  name  of  its  author,  “that  Calf.”  There  is  a 
copy  of  the  volume  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society’s  library, 
which  once  belonged  to  Mather  himself,  in  which,  on  the  inside  of  the 


42 


.ibiq*  I8»nu.3  fbibrun  .JfWfciJIttni 


i  by  *uq  3T9V/  tnohuyiecnq  ihrytbfbH  *Hi  mil  ,bmttng 

■ 


ec  to  r  ;S39Uo39?  j><b  ai  ,rtr  ul 


cover,  is  quoted  in  his  own  handwriting,  from  the  Book  of  Job,  the 
passage,  “Would  that  mine  adversary  had  written  a  book!  surely  I 
would  take  it  upon  my  shoulder,  and  bind  it  as  a  crown  to  me.”  An 
adversary  of  his  Calef  clearly  was, — an  opponent  not  wholly  free  from 
acerbity,  because,  with  enlightenment  on  the  subject  he  treated,  su¬ 
perior  to  most  of  that  of  his  age,  he  smarted  under  a  sense  of  errors, 
misdeeds,  and  cruelties  of  any  and  all  engaged  in  bringing  on,  keeping 
up,  and  heightening  the  delusion.  But  the  quotation  just  repeated, 
and  under  the  circumstances  made,  would  seem  a  lucus  a  non  lucendo, 
— the  accepted  phrase  for  denoting  words  used  to  signify  the  opposite 
of  their  literal  or  derivative  sense.  At  any  rate,  the  wish  so  expressed 
by  Mather  he  might,  were  he  among  us  and  so  far  as  his  credit  for 
■wisdom  and  right  conduct  is  concerned,  gladly  reverse,  making  it  to 
run  thus:  “Would  that  my  friend  had  not  written  a  book!” — in  view 
of  one  recently  issued,  in  which,  with  no  other  than  friendly  feelings, 
but  with  the  higher  love  of  truth,  the  shameful  part  borne  by  him  in 
fostering  delusion  and  pursuing  its  vicitims  is  faithfully  depicted.  I 
refer,  it  hardly  needs  be  said,  to  Upham’s  “History  of  Witchcraft,” — 
a  work  truly  admirable  for  the  thorough  research,  and  the  varied  and 
extensive  leaning  it  displays,  for  its  elegant  and  captivating  style,  its 
vivid  and  fascinating  descriptions,  and  above  all  the  practical  value  of 
its  teachings, — leaving  little  to  be  desired,  and  still  less  to  be  antici¬ 
pated,  from  future  gleanings  in  the  field  surveyed. 

I  have  been  led  further  into  this  subject  than  at  first  con¬ 
templated,  by  the  important  bearing  it  was  found  to  have  on  the  early 
history  of  this  parish, — entering  largely  into  the  opinions  and  feelings, 
the  customs,  habits,  and  experiences,  of  its  people,  involving  the 
sacrifice  of  life  of  one  at  least,  and  disturbing  the  peace  and  jeopardiz¬ 
ing  the  lives  of  many,  of  its  members.  Its  first  minister,  we  have  seen, 
was  extensively  implicated  in  the  responsibilities,  and  connected  with 
the  scenes  of  persecution  and  horror,  which  arose  amid  the  distractions 
of  the  time ;  and  creditable  as  in  some  respects  wras  his  course  in  that 
day  of  severe  trial,  in  others  it  required,  if  not  censure,  to  be  explained, 

Mrs.  Hale's  Noble  Spirit  Helped  to  Stay  the  Delusion 

and,  as  far  as  might  be,  vindicated.  The  position  of  his  vcife  through¬ 
out,  and  especially  in  the  climax  of  the  fanatical  excitement,  was  most 
honorable  to  herself  and  her  sex.  May  w’e  not  rejoice,  with  something 
of  local  and  parochial  pride,  that  one  of  the  sorest  plagues  with  which 
humanity  was  ever  visited,  should  have  been  in  no  small  degree  stayed 
and  turned  back  by  the  delicate  hand,  the  gentle  spirit,  and  recognized 
virtues  of  that  noble,  Christian  woman?  From  examples  like  hers  we 
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may  learn  the  great  lesson,  that  there  is  no  power  on  earth  to  be  com¬ 
pared  with  rectitude  and  conscious  virtue,  either  in  resisting  tempta¬ 
tion,  and,  as  the  strong  language  of  Scripture  has  it,  “in  quenching  the 
fiery  darts  of  the  wicked or  in  standing  calm  and  firm,  undaunted 
and  unharmed,  amid  the  tumults  and  rage  of  the  people.  And  there 
are  other  lessons,  which  we  of  this  age  and  all  ages  may  well  draw  and 
apply  with  close  self-application.  They  spring  up  and  present  them¬ 
selves  at  the  most  impartial  review  of  the  ground  which  we  have  just 
traversed.  While  we  view  with  unqualified  admiration  the  grand  and 
lofty  position  taken  and  sustained  by  some,  among  them  the  leading 
and  largest  minds,  in  that  war  of  spiritual  elements ;  whilst  we  admire, 
if  possible  yet  more,  the  moral  courage  of  those  who  suffered  death, 
facing  a  cruel,  wretched,  and  ignominious  fate  without  dismay,  meekly 
submitting  themselves  to  the  wrath  of  man  and  trusting  to  the  mercy 
of  God,  who,  they  felt,  knew  and  would  attest  the  sincerity  of  their 
protested  innocence, — not  doubting,  it  might  be  and  we  trust  was,  that 
their  posterity  would  not  withhold  from  them  the  meed  of  simple 
justice  and  tender  compassion, — while  we  behold  this  bright  side  of 
the  picture, — for,  notwithstanding  the  thick  and  dark  clouds  around,  it 
was  gloriously  bright, — we  must  not,  cannot,  shut  our  eyes  to  that 
black  one,  from  which  issue  ever-sounding  voices  of  solemn  warning. 
They  warn  us  against  the  sin,  the  dangers,  and  evils  of  deception.  No 
inquirer,  though  but  moderately  enlightend  and  candid,  it  seems  to  me, 
can  doubt  that  gross  deceit  was  the  chief,  I  had  almost  said  the  sole, 
of  the  witcheries  practised  in  those  times  that  tried  souls  and  witches 
together.  Collusion  went  hand  in  hand  with  delusion.  Mr.  Parris, 
the  minister  of  Salem  Village,  now  known  as  Danvers,  in  which  the 
proceedings  against  witches  originated,  unless  awfully  belied  by  con¬ 
temporary  and  subsequent  accounts,  was  no  inapt  pupil  in  the  school 
of  the  arch-deceiver ;  following,  if  not  with  equal  steps,  at  no  com¬ 
mendable  distance, — 

“The  first 

That  practised  falsehood  under  saintly  show, 

Deep  malice  to  conceal.” 

Then  there  were  young  girls  and  women,  who,  beginning  with 
the  practice  of  magic  arts  that  were  regarded  innocent,  quickly  degen¬ 
erated  into  death-dealing  ones.  Whatever  the  palliating  circumstances 
which  may  be  arrayed  in  their  favor,  it  is  evident  they  were  to  no  small 
extent  possessed  and  actuated  by  the  foul  spirit  of  deception.  Against 
that  in  its  very  beginnings,  the  evil,  which,  led  on  by  it,  they  wrought, 
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speaks  trumpet-tongued  to  old  and  young,  and  to  all  of  every  age,  say¬ 
ing,  in  the  strong  utterance  of  the  poet, — 

“What  a  tangled  web  we  weave, 

When  we  first  practise  to  deceive! 

Sincerity,  thou  first  of  virtues.  Let 
No  mortal  leave  the  onward  path, 

Although  the  earth  should  gape, 

And  from  the  gulf  of  hell  destruction  cry, 

To  take  dissimulation’s  winding  way.” 

We  are  warned  also,  by  the  memorable  and  tragic  events  alluded 
to  and  thus  faintly  sketched,  against  the  perils  and  bad  consequences 
of  superstition  and  fanaticism.  A  great  mistake  it  would  be  to  suppose 
that  these  disturbing  and  dangerous  causes  had  died  out,  or  had  ceased 
to  operate.  Existing  tendencies,  even  in  these  modern  times,  show 
but  too  plainly  that  they  need  to  be  assiduously  watched  and  guarded 
against.  In  respect  to  them,  no  less  than  to  freedom,  eternal  vigilance 
is  the  price  of  security.  If  the  beginning  of  strife  is  as  when  one 
letteth  out  water,  which  from  the  small  stream  soon  grows  to  the 
torrent  mighty  to  deluge,  lay  waste,  and  destroy;  so  fanatical  passion 
may  in  the  outset  be  the  little  fire  which  shortly  kindles  into  a  great 
conflagration,  and  becomes  a  vast,  devouring  element.  “Of  all  things,” 
says  Burke,  “wisdom  is  the  most  terrified  with  epidemical  fanaticism, 
because,  of  all  enemies,  it  is  that  against  which  she  is  least  able  to 
furnish  any  kind  of  resource.”  And  the  rationale  of  the  matter  is 
plain.  Reasoning  with  passion,  as  such  and  alone,  what  is  it  but  un¬ 
dertaking  to  reason  with  one  both  deaf  and  blind,  that  will  not  see  or 
hear  to  reason?  Nothing  can  be  more  unsatisfactory  and  utterly  vain. 
Therefore,  while  we  admit  freely  the  sacred  obligation  to  keep  our 
minds  and  hearts  open  to  all  of  light  and  holy  influence  that  may  come 
from  this  world  or  another,  and  from  all  worlds,  it  becomes  us  to 
watch,  with  vigils  always  awake  and  active,  against  the  passionate  fires 
lighted  and  fed  by  superstition,  fanaticism,  or  error  of  any  sort,  and 
to  let  our  zeal  for  the  truth,  and  the  right  even,  be  tempered  by  mod¬ 
eration,  at  the  same  time  that  it  is,  as  it  should  be,  ever-living  and 
fervent. 

But  the  storms  of  fanatical  excitement,  and  of  war  with  savages 
and  civilized  men,  had  subsided,  when,  in  May,  1700,  the  primeval 
epoch  of  this  parish  was  closed,  and  Hale,  its  first  minister,  sank  peace¬ 
fully — honored,  beloved,  deeply  lamented — to  his  final  earthly  rest ; 
yet  not  without  leaving  a  posterity  to  bear  up  his  name  and  nobly 
transmit  his  worth,  some  of  whom  we  gladly  welcome  here  to-day,  to 
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said  in  this  commemorative  service.  He  was  succeeded,  the  following 

Thomas  Blowers,  the  Second  Pastor 

year,  by  Thomas  Blowers,  who  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  learning 
and  virtues,  and  particularly  for  his  devotedness  to  the  duties  of  his 
profession.  When  a  plan  was  set  on  foot  by  some  of  the  leading 
ministers  of  the  province  to  consociate  the  churches,  and  thus  curtail 
their  individual  freedom,  Blowers  stood  up  manfully  among  the  fore¬ 
most  to  resist  what  he  viewed,  as  we  certainly  do,  an  attempted  usurpa¬ 
tion  of  ecclessiastical  authority.  That  attempt,  which  then  was  ef¬ 
fectually  foiled,  was  renewed  early  in  the  present  century  in  our  State, 
only  to  be  again  and  alike  unsuccessful.  He  also  distinguished  himself 
by  sustaining  the  election  of  Leverett  to  the  presidency  of  Harvard 
against  strenuous  opposers,  who  planted  themselves  mainly  on  the 
ground,  that  the  incumbent  of  that  office  should  be  selected  from  the 
clergy,  and  not  from  the  laity.  By  so  doing,  he  did  good  and  effective 
service,  and  likewise  manifested  a  wise  and  true  liberality.  His  de¬ 
parture,  in  the  midst  of  his  usefullness  and  the  twenty-eighth  year  of 
his  ministry,  was  felt  and  mourned  as  a  heavy  loss  and  bitter  personal 
bereavement  in  this  and  the  neighboring  parishes.  From  the  strong 
hold  he  had,  on  not  only  the  respect  but  affectionate  attachment  of  the 
generation  with  whom  and  for  whom  he  lived  and  labored,  of  which 
the  tradition,  after  the  lapse  of  a  century  and  a  half,  is  still  fresh 
among  us,  he  appears  to  have  been  regarded,  in  a  wide  circle  here  and 
elsewhere,  as  a  model  minister  of  his  time,  loving  and  greatly  loved. 
Chief-Justice  Blowers,  of  Nova  Scotia,  long  the  oldest  surviving  grad¬ 
uate  of  Harvard,  who  died  in  1842,  at  the  age  of  a  hundred  years,  was 
his  grandson.  His  memory  is  brought  visibly,  as  it  were,  before  us  by 
his  legacy  of  one  of  the  most  ancient  silver  pieces  of  the  communion 
service,  which,  including  precious  memorials  of  other  worthy  donors, 
you  have  done  well  to  spread  at  this  time  on  the  Lord’s  table,  guarded 
on  either  side  by  those  whose  office  it  is  to  keep  them  and  distribute 
their  consecrated  contents;  thus  recognizing  simple  truth,  not  mere 
fancy,  in  the  words, — 

“The  saints  below  and  saints  above 
But  one  communion  make;” 

and  linking  memories  of  departed  benefactors  and  friends  with  the 
remembrance  of  him,  whom,  above  all  that  have  lived  on  earth,  we  are 
bound  to  remember  with  grateful  reverence  and  love, — The  Lord  and 
Master  who  loved  us. with  a  love  stronger  than  death. 
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Early  Benefactors:  Joshua  Fisher  and  Israel  Thorndike 

The  parish,  too,  has  from  time  to  time  had  its  benefactions  to  re¬ 
collect  and  acknowledge.  Every  one,  however  limited  his  means  or 
small  his  contribution,  who  contributes  of  his  substance  toward  up¬ 
holding  it  and  enlarging  its  usefulness,  is  to  be  accounted  its  benefac¬ 
tor.  Still  more  is  he  such,  and  deserving  to  be  mentioned  as  such,  who, 
however  humble,  by  worth  of  character  and  disinterested  exertion, 
promots,  in  the  wTays  the  most  effectual,  its  prosperity  and  efficiency. 
Pecuniarily  the  largest,  and  by  his  example  among  the  best,  of  its 
benefactors,  is  Joshua  Fisher,  eminent  as  a  physician  and  civilian,  a 
president  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  State  senator,  founder 
of  the  leading  charitable  institution  of  this  town,  which  is  named  after 
him,  and  of  the  professorship  of  Natural  History  in  Harvard  Univer¬ 
sity,  also  bearing  his  name:  withal,  through  a  very  long  life,  taking  a 
large  and  liberal  interest  in  all  subjects, — religious,  political,  social, 
or  of  any  kind  that  related  to  the  good  of  individuals  and  society. 

Connected  with  him  in  establishing,  during  the  earlier  part  of  my 

ministry,  a  parochial  fund,  was  Israel  Thorndike, — who,  born  here  in 
obscurity,  illustrated  in  his  course  the  equal  right  of  all  our  people  to 
aspire  and  strive  for  the  highest  positions  of  affluence  or  power ; 
having,  from  small  beginnings,  become  a  merchant-prince,  and  ac¬ 
cumulated  at  his  decease  one  of  the  largest  fortunes  then  possessed  in 

New  England.  His  great  abilities,  manifested  in  public  and  private 

spheres,  were  extensively  known  and  freely  admitted.  While  his 
memory  will  be  perpetuated  in  the  University  by  his  rare  and  valuable 
gift  of  the  Ebeling  Library,  it  will  also  be  cherished  as  that  of  a  gen¬ 
erous  supporter  and  friend  of  this  his  native  parish. 

Joseph  Champney,  the  Third  Pastor 

Following  the  second  pastor  were  three  in  succession  bearing  the 
christened  name  Joseph,  on  whom  the  mantle — of  wisdom,  prudence, 
purity,  and  fidelity  to  all  relations — of  the  son  of  Jacob  seems  to  have 
fallen.  The  first  was  Joseph  Champnev,  whose  ministry  is  the  longest 
as  yet  in  this  parish,  having  been  protracted  to  its  forty-fourth  year. 
Mild  and  retiring  in  his  disposition,  he  did  not  attain  marked  promi¬ 
nence  of  reputation  and  influence.  But  being  affectionate,  earnest, 
devoted  to  the  welfare  of  his  people,  a  warm,  mutual  regard  and  at¬ 
tachment  from  the  first  sprang  up  between  him  and  them,  which  lasted 
and  strengthened  through  their  long  connection,  and  followed  him  to 

Col.  Robert  Hale 

his  grave.  If  deficient  to  a  degree  in  energy  of  character,  he  had  in 
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Robert  Hale,  the  grandson  of  the  first  minister,  and  his  own  college 
classmate  and  friend,  a  strong  right  arm,  a  veritable  tower  of  strength, 
on  which  to  lean  amid  all  his  parochial  duties  and  responsibilities,  who 
was  at  his  side,  a  powerful  lay  colleague,  from  the  beginning  to  almost 
the  close  of  his  long  ministry.  Rarely,  here  or  anywhere,  has  arisen  the 
man,  who,  more  than  Hale,  has  left  a  deep,  broad  mark  of  versatile 
ability  on  the  community  in  which,  from  birth  to  death,  he  lived.  His 
precocity  is  sufficiently  evinced  by  the  fact,  that,  in  his  sixteenth  year, 
he  was  appointed  master  of  the  grammar  school  of  the  town.  “Facile 
princeps,”  meaning  natural  and  ready  leader,  would  seem  to  have  been 
written  on  his  forehead  at  his  very  birth.  It  is  positively  bewildering 
to  run  through  the  list  of  the  various  and  multiplied  offices — profes¬ 
sional  (for  he  was  bred  a  physician),  civil,  military,  ecclesiastical — 
which  he  discharged;  yet  with  an  unfailing,  never-faltering  method, 
sagacity,  and  efficiency.  Whether  engaged  in  municipal  offices,  or  in 
superintending  the  schools  and  watching  over  the  interests  of  educa¬ 
tion,  or  in  the  concerns  of  the  church  and  parish,  or  in  those  of  the 
county  of  which  for  some  time  he  was  high  sheriff,  or  in  military  af¬ 
fairs  (having  had  command  of  a  regiment,  and  taken  a  leading  part 
under  Pepperell  in  the  siege  and  reduction  of  Louisbourg),  or  in 
financial  matters,  or  in  business  of  the  province  (having  served  many 
years  as  a  member  of  the  legislature  and  of  the  governor’s  council,  or 
in  important  negotiations  intrusted  to  him  between  this  and  other 
provinces), — in  all  he  was  alike  eminent  and  influential.  So  that  when 
he  drew  up  the  rules  for  seating  the  congregation,  already  quoted,  and 
the  otherwise  delicate  duty  devolved  on  him  of  providing  the  upper¬ 
most  seat  for  himself,  such  was  the  general  deference  to  his  character 
and  position  as  to  free  him  from  embarrassment  in  so  doing.  There 
were  none  to  question  or  dispute  his  full  right  and  title  to  the  first 
place,  either  under  that  or  any  previous  code  framed  for  the  same 
purpose. 

For  several  of  the  later  years  of  Mr.  Champney’s  pastorate,  the 
subject  was  much  agitated  of  replacing  the  second  meeting-house  with 
a  third.  At  length  the  work  was  commenced  and  pursued  in  good 
earnest.  The  temple — which  had  stood  on  this  spot  and  spread  its 
sheltering  wings  over  three  generations  of  worshippers,  and  been  to 
many,  wre  trust,  the  house  of  God  and  gate  of  heaven — was  taken  down, 
and  this  in  which  we  are  now  gathered  was  erected  in  its  stead;  public 
worship,  meanwhile,  being  conducted  under  a  large  tree  near  the 

pastor’s  residence,  at  the  easterly  end  of  the  common.  This  house,  at 
the  beginning,  was  decidedly  in  advance  of  its  predecessor,  in  appear- 
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ance  and  accommodations.  Still  it  was  not  without  its  drawbacks ; 
among  which  may  be  mentioned,  deficiency  in  arrangements  for  warm¬ 
ing:  and  the  seats  being  on  hinges,  from  which,  at  the  rising  and  sitting 
of  the  assembly,  proceeded  a  sound  which  has  been  fitly  compared  to 
the  rattling  produced  by  a  running  fire  of  musketry.  Owing  to  the 
growth  of  the  parish,  it  was  materially  enlarged  in  a  quarter  of  a  cen¬ 
tury  from  its  erection,  and  so  continued  till,  forty  years  later,  it  was 
thoroughly  repaired,  remodelled,  furnished  with  a  new  organ,  and 
beautifully  frescoed ;  so  that  the  text  I  chose  for  the  re-opening  was 
scarcely  extravagant  for  its  description, — “The  workmen  wrought, 
and  the  work  was  perfected  by  them ;  and  they  set  the  house  of  God 
in  its  state,  and  strengthened  it.”  But  thirty  years  and  more  have 
since  glided  away, — glided  past  not  a  few  of  us.  New,  and  in  some 
respects  undoubtedly  better,  tastes  have  arisen  and  been  nurtured.  In 
accordance  with  them,  the  house  that  was  builded  many  years  ago 
has  been  builded  again.  The  place  of  the  sanctuary  has  been  at  once 
beautified  and  rendered  more  commodious.  The  walls  from  which 
echoed  the  tones  of  the  solemn,  earnest,  devout  voices  of  four  of  your 
deceased  and  revered  pastors,  stand  in  pristine  strength,  in  renovated 
freshness,  and  added  beauty ;  ready,  we  hope,  to  receive  and  welcome 
all  who  shall  be  gathered  within  them  to  better  impulses,  more  favor¬ 
ing  and  benign  auspices,  a  more  improved  moral  and  spiritual  condi¬ 
tion,  than  have  before  been  here  known  and  enjoyed.  When  I  learned, 
that,  in  the  recent  alterations,  the  old  oaken  frame  was  found  unde¬ 
cayed,  rather  hardened  and  made  firm  by  age,  I  was  reminded  of  an 
eccentric  minister,  who,  on  being  consulted  by  a  committee  of  his  so¬ 
ciety  as  to  the  expediency  of  repairing  or  building  anew  their  church, 
instantly  replied,  “By  all  means  repairs,  for  I  can  vouch  for  the  sound¬ 
ness  of  the  sleepers.”  I  beg  you,  my  friends,  not  to  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  the  covert  but  thinly-veiled  satire  thus  conveyed  is  in¬ 
tended  in  the  least  for  you.  If  so,  I  should  fear  being  met  by  the 
query,  “Who  was  it  that  put  us  to  sleep?”  Be  assured,  I  have  ex¬ 
perienced  too  much  and  long  your  patience  and  wakeful  attention,  in 
listening  to  my  humble  utterances,  to  apprehend  in  the  slightest  degree 
any  occasion  for  reviving  among  you  an  early  New-England  practice, 
the  description  of  which  I  give  in  the  words  of  the  annalist, — 

“In  some  places  it  was  customary,  during  the  public  service,  for  a 
person  to  go  about  the  meeting-house  to  wake  the  sleepers.  He  bore 
a  long  wand,  on  one  end  of  which  was  a  ball,  and  on  the  other  a  fox¬ 
tail.  When  he  observed  the  men  asleep,  he  rapped  them  on  the  head 


49 


tUtittW’  ioJ  ajmm*an£*u(  ni  pmbfbb  rbtxnoiJn^m  *d  vwn  ffoiHw  ariom* 
■yriijji*  bne  ^nieii  *»f!)  ic  ,i foiifw  moii  ,*9;jnir{  no  snbd  nd)  her.  ;sni 

-nx>  «  io  ismup  j;  n  IwjjTflns  '{Ilfthtffinx  gr jw  jj  /  isq  ?>rii  Jo  dr vroij 


with  the  knob ;  and  roused  the  slumbering  sensibilities  of  the  ladies  by 
drawing  the  brush  slightly  across  their  faces.” 

Joseph  Willard,  Colleague  Pastor  and  Fourth  Pastor 

A  few  months  before  Mr.  Champney’s  death,  in  1773,  Joseph 
Willard  was  settled  as  colleague-pastor.  Coming  as  he  did  from  the 
college  at  Cambridge,  where  he  had  passed  ten  previous  years  as  pupil 
and  tutor,  with  a  high  reputation  as  a  scholar,  theologian,  and  man, 
he  was  welcomed  cordially  by  the  majority  of  the  parish.  Some 
there  were  who  were  troubled  with  doubts  about  the  soundness  of 
his  faith ;  the  Arminian  controversy  being  then  rife,  and  he  being 
suspected,  not  without  reason,  of  having  proclivities  in  that  direc¬ 
tion.  All  opposition,  however,  was  soon  disarmed  by  his  prudence, 
his  weight  of  character,  his  devotedness  to  the  ministerial  office  and 
pastoral  duty,  and,  I  may  add,  by  his  good-humored  treatment  of 
the  easily-disturbed  and  alarmed.  To  one  not  conversant  with  theo¬ 
logical  terms,  who  said  to  him,  “They  do  say  that  you  are  a  musk- 
melon,” — that  being  the  questioner’s  nearest  approach  to.  the  name 
Arminian, — he  smilingly  answered,  “Don’t  you  believe  it;  for,  if  I 
had  been,  I  should  long  ere  this  have  been  eaten  up.”  However, 
he  soon  was  firmly  and  universally  fixed  in  the  confidence  and  affec¬ 
tions  of  his  people,  and  ever  afterward  so  continued.  His  ministry 
here  was  cast  in  troublous  and  trying  times.  The  seeds  of  the 
Revolution,  that  was  to  separate  this  from  the  mother  country,  had 
been  sown  and  were  fast  germinating.  A  true  patriot  himself,  he 
contributed  much  to  kindle  and  keep  alive  the  general  flame  of 
patriotism.  And  not  in  word  only,  but  in  deeds,  was  his  patriotic 
devotion  shown.  On  the  ever-memorable  19th  of  April,  1775,  wffien 
alarm-bells  and  guns  were  sounded,  and  messengers  were  riding  with 
hot  haste  in  every  direction  to  announce  that  the  war  had  begun, 
and  rouse  the  populations  to  arms,  he  was  among  the  first  to  repair 
to  the  scene  of  bloody  conflict;  and  it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  note,  to  be 
ascribed  in  no  small  part  to  his  exertions  and  influence,  that  two 
companies  from  this  town  bore  a  part  in  the  fight,  having  one  of  their 
men  killed  and  several  wounded,  and  having  marched  a  greater  dis¬ 
tance  than  had  any  others  engaged  in  the  contest. 

He  also  took  an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  civil  affairs. 
H  is  fellow-townsmen  often  availed  themselves  of  the  aid  of  his  sound 
judgment,  his  practical  wisdom,  and  energy.  For  instance,  I  find 
his  name  on  a  committee  to  report  on  a  constitution  for  the  State, 
which  was  rejected;  and  again,  two  years  later,  in  1780,  on  the  one 
then  framed  and  adopted.  He  was  constantly  in  consultation  with 
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leading  citizens,  and  frequently  joined  with  them  on  committees  for 
public  business.  Upon  both  of  those  just  named,  he  was  connected 
with  his  confidential  friend  and  parishioner,  George  Cabot, — who 
was  then  developing  the  character  for  business  capacity  and  action, 
for  surpassing  conversational  talent  and  address,  for  political  sagacity, 
— as  a  civilian,  a  man,  and  a  Christian, — which  carried  with  it  a 
charmed  spell  and  powrer  over  men’s  minds  in  the  wide  circle  within 
which  he  moved,  enabled  him  to  attain  marked  distinction  in  the 
State  and  national  councils,  and  gave  him  a  prominent  rank  among 
the  distinguished  and  able  men  of  the  country.  There  were  other 
objects,  outside  of  his  professional  avocations,  that  claimed  and  shared 
Mr.  Willard’s  attention  and  exertions.  Deeply  interested  and  ever 
watchful  for  the  right  and  thorough  training  of  the  young,  he  was 
indifferent  to  none  of  the  means  by  which  those  of  an  older  growth 
might  have  their  minds  enlarged  and  cultivated.  At  the  same  time, 
he  was  not  unmindful  of,  but  looked  well  to,  the  discipline  and  expan¬ 
sion  of  his  own  intellect.  Indeed,  considering  the  engrossing  nature 
of  his  profession,  which  was  so  sustained  by  him  as — instead  of  his 
being  subject  to  the  imputation  of  neglecting  its  duties — to  make  him 
regarded,  in  and  out  of  the  parish,  a  pattern  of  devotedness  to  their 
fulfilment,  it  is  amazing  that  he  should  have  accomplished  what  he 
did  in  other  departments.  Amid  the  pressure  of  parochial  cares  and 
professional  engagements,  and  notwithstanding  the  excitements,  priva¬ 
tions,  and  struggles  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  that  raged  through 
the  larger  part  of  his  ministry,  and  in  which  he  acted  and  endured 
a  no  inconsiderable  part,  he  never  remitted  his  habits  of  application 
to  literature  and  science.  In  the  classics,  particularly  the  Greek,  he 
was  an  eminent  scholar;  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  from  the  cir¬ 
cumstance  of  his  not  having  commenced  the  study  of  the  ancient 
languages  till  after  he  was  of  age.  Mathematics,  astronomy,  and 
natural  philosophy  were  also  favorite  studies  with  him ;  in  the  pursuit 
of  the  last  two,  having  procured  and  been  aided  by  a  set  of  valuable 
instruments.  On  the  dark  day  of  May,  1780, — supposed  to  have 
been  caused  by  dense  clouds  of  smoke  from  a  distance,  which  in 
a  peculiar  state  of  the  atmosphere  hovered  over  this  region, — when 
the  light  of  mid-day  was  suddenly  changed  to  the  darkness  of  night, 
and  fear  and  trepidation  seized  upon  the  animal  creation,  scarcely 

less  than  man,  Mr.  Willard,  like  the  true  philosopher  he  was,  took 

• 

a  station  on  the  green  in  front  of  his  house,  with  the  requisite  ap¬ 
paratus,  to  examine  and  interpret,  if  possible,  the  solemnly  impressive 
phenomena.  Soon  numbers  of  persons  gathered  around  him  in  a 


51 


inf  ^jjimrnoo  no  fmrfj  dk w  banin(  -(hmupri*  bnc  ten9srb  ^nibsai 

xii/for*  abib  abi  /#  adi  ni  ebnim  *  narri  iavo  tawoq  Lhk  Ilaq*  barmsdo 


ad:  ni  nohoisrJeib  baiiora  nism  o  1  mid  haldsrp  <bavotn  ad  daidw 

ig  iablo  ns  )o  a«od:  riairfw  (d  gnsam  ad:  io  anon  oi  jrmaHibni 


noijjiailqq*  io  e  lid  fid  «id  baj;imaT  lavan  ad  ,tisq  aldsrabkno  ,rr  on  s 

■*  ■  !  1  /  *o  ?  :  I  •  . jjji;  ;;od 

C  '  1  *>11  K) 

ni  rhidw  faansJ2'b  s  moll  a^Iotn*  Jo  *buob  a  nab  *d  baeu*3  rmd 
.noi^ai  *id:  19 yo  baiavori  atadqaomji.  ad:  \p  arm*  isilmaq  s 


ooj  ,*s/f  ad  -radqo^oiidq  atm  adl  aiil  .bislli 7/  .t  1  /.  ,nsm  nsdj  ««al 

, 


.  ■ 


state  of  intense  alarm  and  terror,  whom  his  calmness  and  self- 
possession,  and  wise  and  kind  words,  did  much  to  tranquillize  and 
re-assure.  As  he  was  proceeding  with  his  observations,  a  man  nearly 
out  of  breath  rushed  up  to  him  with  the  announcement,  “The  tide 
has  done  flowing;”  when,  quietly  looking  at  his  watch,  he  deliberately 
replied,  “So  it  has,  for  it  is  just  high-water.”  In  1781,  one  of  the 
numerous  privateers  from  this  quarter — that  did  so  much,  by  their 
depredations  on  British  commerce,  to  reconcile  Britain  to  the  loss  of 
“the  brightest  jewel  of  her  crown,”  and  bring  the  war  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  to  a  close — arrived  at  this  port,  under  command  of  the  noted 
Hugh  Hill,  with  a  prize  captured  on  the  English  coast.  It  was 
owned  by  Andrew  Cabot  and  John  his  brother, — two  intelligent, 
enterprising,  and  public-spirited  citizens  of  the  town,  opulent  mer¬ 
chants, — whose  expensive,  spacious,  and  imposing  mansions,  striking 
in  appearance  as  they  now  stand,  must  have  been  much  more  so  in 
the  comparative  simplicity  of  the  period  in  which  they  were  reared ; 
and  from  whose  families  that  peerless  trio  of  brothers,  Charles,  James, 
and  Patrick  T.  Jackson,  so  eminent  and  worthy  in  their  respective 
walks  of  life  (the  legal,  medical,  and  mercantile),  obtained  their 
excellent  wives.  Among  the  treasures  contained  in  the  prize,  and, 
as  it  proved,  far  the  most  valuable  of  them  all,  was  the  celebrated 
Kirwan  library,  consisting  of  more  than  a  hundred  scientific  works, 
ancient  and  modern,  which,  when  taken,  was  in  transit  from  Eng- 
lad  to  its  proprietor  in  Ireland.  At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Willard, 
the  owners  generously  relinquished  their  title  to  it ;  allowing  it  to 
be  sold,  in  compliance  with  law,  to  an  association  of  gentlemen  resi¬ 
dent  here  and  in  Salem,  for  a  mere  nominal  price, — the  sum  of 
thirty-eight  shillings  actually  paid  for  it  being  out  of  all  proportion 
and  ludicrously  small,  compared  with  its  intrinsic  value  and  beneficial 
results.  To  the  honor  of  Richard  Kirwan,  it  should  be  mentioned, 
that  he  declined  an  offer  of  compensation  for  his  property  in  it, 
preferring  to  have  it  pass  for  an  outright  gift  to  the  infant  cause 
and  scanty  means  of  scientific  progress,  in  a  country  not  yet  emerged 
from  the  clouds  of  desperate  strife  with  his  own  for  separate  national 
existence;  and  this  is  the  more  honorable  to  him,  for  the  magnani¬ 
mous  superiority  he  thus  showed  to  the  jealousies  and  enmities  inevit¬ 
ably  growing  out  of  war.  The  books,  so  fortunately  secured,  were 

first  committed  to  Willard’s  keeping,  in  the  assurance,  no  doubt,  that 
in  his  hands  they  would  be  well  cared  for  and  faithfully  used  and 
improved, — under  certain  rules,  nevertheless,  for  the  free  use  of  them 
by  any  members  of  the  association  to  which  they  belonged.  Upon 
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his  removal  from  Beverly  they  were  transferred  to  Salem,  where  they 
were  united  with  other  collections,  first  under  the  name  of  the  Philo¬ 
sophical  Library,  then  that  of  the  Salem  Athenaeum,  and  finally  of 
the  Essex  Institute,  of  which  flourishing,  richly  endowed,  greatly 
valued  and  useful  institution  it  may  be  considered  a,  if  not  the,  germ. 
From  that  germ  alone  great  advantage  has  by  not  a  few  been  derived. 
Our  famous  mathematician,  Nathaniel  Bowditch,  of  world-wide  fame, 
availed  himself  extensively  of  the  aid  afforded  by  the  Kirwan  books, 
especially  in  the  earlier  portion  of  his  remarkable  career,  when  such 
works  were  rare  and  difficult,  at  least  in  this  country,  to  be  procured ; 
and  his  sense  of  indebtedness,  for  the  valuable  assistance  he  derived 
from  them,  was  freely  and  gratefully  acknowledged  by  him  while 
living,  and  testified  at  his  decease  by  a  liberal  legacy  to  the  institu¬ 
tion  in  which  they  are  deposited,  and  of  which  they  form  a  part. 

Willard  Called  to  Harvard  Presidency 

Just  as  Mr.  Willard  was  about  entering  on  the  tenth  year  of 
his  pastorate,  he  was  elected  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  overseers 
of  Harvard  College  to  its  presidency.  Honorable  as  was  the  appoint¬ 
ment,  it  was  very  far  from  being  a  position  of  ease  or  irresponsibility 
to  which  he  was  invited.  Any  one  reading  Quincy’s  history  of  the 
institution  will  perceive  at  a  glance  that  it  was  to  no  bed  of  roses,  or 
dignified  leisure,  to  which  he  was  called.  The  Revolutionary  war 
was  raging.  Demoralization,  connected  with  and  resulting  from  it, 
had  not  passed  the  college  by.  Discipline  and  education  in  it,  the 
habits  of  study  and  morals  of  the  students,  had  not  escaped  the  dis¬ 
turbing  and  deteriorating  influences  that  were  abroad.  Financial  em¬ 
barrassments,  threatening  absolute  failure,  pressed  heavily  on  all 
engaged  in  its  government,  on  all  imparting  or  receiving  instruction. 
Besides,  the  presidential  office  had  been  vacant  for  more  than  a  year, 
and  during  the  preceding  six  years  had  been  occupied  by  one  who, 
with  acknowledged  learning  and  virtues,  was  deficient  in  the  qualities 
requisite  for  its  successful  administration.  But  Willard  was  not  to 
be  deterred  by  obstacles,  however  formidable,  in  the  way  whither 
duty  pointed.  After  mature  and  “prayerful  consideration,  weighing 
things  on  every  side,  and  consulting  the  most  judicious  persons,”  he 
decided  to  enter  on  the  task  which  he  felt  Providence  had  assigned 
him.  With  this  view,  he  requested  of  the  parish  a  dismissal  from  his 
pastoral  relation  to  it,  which,  though  with  extreme  reluctance,  was 
granted;  and  in  December,  1781,  he  took  public  and  affecting  leave 
•of  his  charge. 
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In  the  new  and  wider  sphere  on  which  he  at  once  entered,  he 
soon  proved  himself  the  right  man  in  the  right  place.  His  executive 
abilities  were  of  a  high  order,  which — I  have  the  authority  of  the  late 
Judge  White,  who  was  his  pupil,  and  subsequently  his  associate  in 
the  college  faculty,  for  saying — fitted  him  to  fill  even  a  wider  sphere  of 
duty  than  any  to  which  he  was  called.  The  gentleman  just  alluded  to, 
whom  so  many  of  us  have  been  accustomed  to  respect  and  love,  relates, 
in  illustrating  his  readiness  of  resource  and  decision  of  character,  that 
when,  in  the  chapel,  before  an  assembly  of  the  officers  and  students,  he 
had  sentenced  one  of  the  latter  to  a  punishment  not  the  severest,  who 
immediately  broke  out  into  language  most  disrespectful  and  rebellious, 
he  calmly  summoned  the  members  of  the  government  present  around 
him,  and,  after  a  few  moments’  consultation,  with  equal  calmness  sub¬ 
jected  the  offender  to  the  highest  collegiate  penalty, — that  of  ex¬ 
pulsion.  His  administration,  like  his  character,  had  prominent 
features,  and  also  traits  in  striking  contrast  with  each  other.  Behind 
a  veil  of  strict  reserve  were  a  vein  of  humor  and  wit,  and  a  keen  relish 
for  them.  Dignified  in  aspect,  at  times  almost  stern,  he  was  mild  and 
benignant  in  spirit.  Formal  in  manner,  he  was  tender  and  loving  at 
heart.  Under  a  sway  affectionate,  and  parental  even,  he  exerted 
steadily  the  magnetism  of  a  strong  will.  “Having  been  called,”  says 
Quincy,  “to  the  president’s  chair  in  the  midst  of  the  Revolutionary 
war,  when  the  general  tone  of  morals  was  weak  and  the  spirit  of 
discipline  enervated,  he  sustained  the  authority  of  his  station  with  con¬ 
summate  steadfastness  and  prudence.  He  found  the  seminary  em¬ 
barrassed;  he  left  it  free  and  prosperous.  His  influence  was  uniformly 
happy,  and,  throughout  his  whole  connection  with  the  institution,  he 
enjoyed  the  entire  confidence  of  his  associates  in  the  government,  the 
respect  of  the  students,  and  the  undeviating  approbation  and  support 
of  the  public.” 

H  is  death — which  occurred  in  September,  1804,  after  some  years 
of  failing  health,  and  which  closed  the  longest  term  of  service  but  one 
in  the  series  of  Harvard’s  Presidents,  that  of  nearly  twenty-three  years 
— was  the  signal  for  wide-spread  lamentation  and  profound  regrets. 
But  nowhere  was  the  event  more  sincerely  and  deeply  mourned,  no¬ 
where  up  to  this  day  is  he  more  reverently  and  gratefully  remembered, 
than  in  this  scene  of  his  first  and  only  ministry.  Since  the  termina¬ 
tion  of  that  ministry,  more  than  fourscore  years  have  passed  away ;  but 
memorials  are  not  wanting  to  keep  fresh  and  fragrant  among  us  the 
recollection  of  him  who  fulfilled  it.  The  venerable  mansion,  still 
standing,  in  which  he  lived,  in  which  centred  his  domestic  joys  and 
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laborious  studies;  the  beautiful  green  before  it,  where  he  exercised  at 
once  body  and  mind,  where  he  observed  the  courses  of  nature,  watched 
the  stars,  their  relative  positions,  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
whose  orbits  he  delighted  to  follow  and  calculate,  these  streets  he  daily 
walked,  these  dwellings  in  which  he  was  greeted  as  pastor  and  friend, 
this  temple  at  whose  altar  he  ministered  in  holy  things;  this  Bible 
now  before  me,  which,  rising  superior  to  the  narrow  and  anti- 
Episcopalian  prejudices  that  had  previously  prevailed  in  this  church 
and  the  Puritan  churches  generally,  he  caused  to  be  procured  for  the 
public  reading  of  the  Scriptures  in  divine  service,  and  from  which  the 
lively  and  sacred  oracles  have  for  nearly  a  century  been  uttered  in  the 
hearing  of  the  people  here  worshipping ;  moreover,  and  best,  the  in¬ 
fluence  he  exerted  on  those  to  whom  he  ministered,  which  has  not 
ceased,  and  will  not  cease  to  be  transmitted  to  their  successors, — all 
these  are  present  and  living  remembrancers  of  him,  and  through  them, 
though  a  long  time  dead,  he  yet  is  with  us. 

Joseph  McKean,  the  Fifth  Pastor 

An  interval  of  over  three  years  occurred  between  the  retirement 
of  President  Willard  and  the  settlement  of  his  successor, — produced 
perhaps  partly  by  fastidiousness  of  taste,  partly  by  differing  predilec¬ 
tions  for  individuals  among  the  numerous  candidates  employed  and 
heard,  partly  also  by  growing  diversities  of  theological  sentiment,  and 
probably  in  no  small  part  from  the  unsettled  state  of  affairs  springing 
out  of  the  war,  and  the  consequences  immediately  following  it.  At 
length  the  choice  fell  on  Joseph  McKean,  whom  any  religious  society 
would  have  been  fortunate  in  choosing  and  securing  for  its  pastoral 
office,  which  having  accepted  he  was  ordained  in  May,  1785, — his 
honored  predecessor  preaching  the  ordination  sermon  from  the  text, 
“For  God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear,  but  of  power,  and  of 
love,  and  of  a  sound  mind.”  And  no  words  could  have  better 
delineated  the  chief  elements  in  the  character  of  both.  Of  McKean 
might  it  truly  be  said,  that  he  had  the  sound  mind  in  a  sound  body. 
He  had  what  I  esteem  a  decided  advantage, — to  have  been  brought  up 
under  the  influences  of  country  life.  “From  his  early  youth  he  was 
strong  and  athletic,  able  to  support  fatigue  and  endure  hardship ;  and 
in  his  youth,  and  long  after,  excelled  in  all  the  manly  exercises  to 
which  the  active  and  hardy  yeomanry  of  our  country  were  then  ac¬ 
customed.”  A  noted  wrestler  once,  and  as  the  experiment  proved  in 
all  probability  never  again,  called  on  him  to  test  their  relative  strength 
and  skill.  The  challenger  was  promptly  conducted  to  a  retired  spot  on 
the  premises;  and  the  suddenness  with  which  he  was  reduced  from  an 
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erect  to  a  reclining  posture  convinced  him  that  the  minister  of  this 
parish  was  not  less  competent  to  wrestle  with  flesh  and  blood,  than 
with  spiritual  wickedness.  His  talents  were  solid,  rather  than  bril¬ 
liant, — discriminating  judgment  being  a  marked  quality  of  his  mind. 
Beyond  his  professional  avocations,  in  which  he  was  well  informed, 
diligent,  and  faithful,  the  exact  sciences  were  favorite  objects  in  his 
pursuit.  Contributions  on  these  were  made  by  him  to  the  Transactions 
of  the  American  Academy, — which,  together  with  a  few  occasional 
sermons,  and  the  inaugural  address  at  Brunswick,  are  his  only  pub¬ 
lications.  Of  his  printed  discourses  is  one,  which  was  delivered  under 
peculiar  circumstances,  and  produced  an  extensive  and  strong  impres¬ 
sion.  Its  subject  is,  “Speaking  Evil  of  Rulers.”  It  was  preached  soon 
after  Jefferson’s  accession  to  the  Presidency,  to  an  assembly,  the  mass 
of  which,  including  the  preacher  himself,  was  strenuously  opposed  to 
the  new  administration.  It  reproved  calmly,  but  firmly  and  unspar¬ 
ingly,  the  lax  and  violent  speech  toward  the  powers  that  be,  then 
prevalent  and  too  common  at  all  times.  Yet  so  mildly,  so  judiciously 
and  effectively,  was  the  rebuke  conveyed,  that,  when  heard,  or  widely 
as  it  was  perused,  it  was  generally  acknowledged  to  be  just  and  whole¬ 
some;  and,  as  we  read  it  now,  must  be  admitted  not  merely  to  have 
been  specially  adapted  to  that  emergency,  but  to  be  of  universal  applica¬ 
tion.  Mr.  McKean  was,  in  truth,  remarkably  sagacious  in  discerning 
the  characters  of  men,  and  equally  wise  and  skilful  in  dealing  with 
them.  Thus  was  he  peculiarly  fitted  to  guide  and  control  the  young 
men  gathered  in  a  seminary  of  learning  such  as  that  over  which  he  was 
ultimately  called  to  preside.  Altogether,  he  possessed,  by  nature  and 
acquired  excellence,  a  combination  of  gifts,  which  singularly  qualified 
him  for  exerting  a  positive  and  extended  influence.  Imposing  in  stature 
and  bearing,  earnest  in  whatever  he  undertook,  always  frank,  gen¬ 
erous,  and  magnanimous,  never  compromising  the  dignity  and  decorum 
becoming  a  minister  and  a  gentleman,  condescending  and  tender  to  the 
humblest  and  lowest,  the  courteous  and  recognized  peer  of  the  most 
refined  and  exalted  in  rank  or  station,  he  secured  to  an  uncommon 
degree  the  respect,  affection,  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  alike  high  and  low,  rich  and  poor,  and  of  whatever  con¬ 
dition.  H  is  advice  was  sought  and  relied  on  by  persons  of  every  class, 
in  matters  secular  and  civil,  as  well  as  pertaining  directly  to  his  pro¬ 
fession.  He  took  an  intelligent  and  active  interest  in  the  grand  and 
stirring  political  events  that  were  passing  before  him.  The  record  of 
his  name  and  co-operation  stands  conspicuous  by  the  side  of  that  of 
eminent  leaders  in  important  affairs  of  the  town,  the  State,  and  nation. 
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Nor  was  he  more  ready  to  import  of  his  wise  counsel,  than,  when  oc¬ 
casion  required,  to  labor  with  his  strong  arms  and  hands.  Thus,  when 
the  great  cable  for  the  now  nobly  historic  frigate  “Constitution”  was  in 
preparation  here,  and  its  speedy  completion  was  very  desirable,  he 
volunteered  his  valuable  assistance  in  its  manufacture ;  so,  and  vari¬ 
ously  otherwise,  manifesting  his  own  patriotic  enthusiasm  and  devo¬ 
tion,  and  by  his  example  kindling  and  keeping  alive  a  corresponding 
flame  in  others’  breasts.  Possessing  such  characteristics  as  have  been 
just  described,  he  could  hardly  fail  to  be  honored,  influential,  and  be¬ 
loved  among  his  parishioners,  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  in  the  com¬ 
munity  wherever  known.  They  eminently  fitted  him  to  be  useful,  ac¬ 
ceptable,  and  ever-welcome,  in  performing  the  more  retired  duties  of 
the  pastoral  office.  In  the  pulpit  he  was  solemn,  devout,  instructive, 
sustained,  and  impressive.  His  sermons  were  plain  and  practical, — 
intended  not  for  display  of  learning  or  sensational  effect,  but  to  do 
good,  to  awaken  and  deepen  moral  and  religious  impressions, — yet 
often  composed  with  careful  elaboration.  Having  been  born  and 
brought  up  among  the  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians,  who  settled  in  Lon¬ 
donderry,  New  Hampshire,  he  had  received  and  retained  a  tinge  of 
Calvinistic  associations,  of  which  he  may  never  have  been  rid.  But  he 
was  far  from  obtruding  them  on  the  notice  of  his  hearers;  and  dwelt, 
and  in  public  and  private  delighted  to  dwell,  on  the  main  fundamental 
principles  and  precepts  of  Christianity,  that  reach  far  down  beyond  any 
mere  dogmas  of  man’s  invention  or  discovery.  That  he  was  no  more 
than  what  was  termed  a  moderate  Calvinist,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact, 
that  toward  the  close  of  his  ministry  measures  were  adopted  for  form¬ 
ing  out  of  this  a  new  society, — not  on  account  of  the  overgrown  state 
of  the  parish,  which  then  in  all  probability  was  the  largest  in  New 
England,  numbering  little  if  any  less  than  three  thousand  souls;  but 
ostensibly  and  avowedly  because  a  sufficiently  rigid  standard  of  ortho¬ 
doxy  was  not  upheld  in  it,  and  by  its  minister.  He  was  indeed  thor¬ 
oughly  and  truly  a  liberal  Christian,  claiming  for  himself  the  un¬ 
restricted  right  to  prove  all  things,  to  hold  and  utter  what  he  believed 
to  be  true  and  good,  and  conceding  to  all  men  of  all  minds  an  equal 
right  and  title. 

McKean  Called  to  Be  First  President  of  Bowdoin  College 

After  seventeen  years’  devoted  service  and  usefulness  here,  with 
lasting  mutual  regrets,  and  friendships  more  enduring,  he  relinquished 
his  pastoral  relation,  and  assumed  the  duties,  and  trials  too,  of  first 
President  of  Bowdoin  College;  a  position  to  which  he  was  urgently 
called,  for  which  his  character  and  abilities  peculiarly  qualified  him, 
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and  where  they  found  ample  scope  for  exercise.  On  this  new  sphere 
he  entered  with  alacrity,  and  in  five  short  years  allotted  to  him  he  ac¬ 
complished  much.  Though  summoned  from  earth  in  the  midst  of  his 
days,  being  only  in  his  fiftieth  year  when  the  summons  came,  he  left 
behind  him  a  rising  and  prosperous  institution  of  learning,  based  on 
broad  and  secure  foundations ;  and  now  the  taper  he  lighted  upon  it 
has  become  a  burning  and  shining  light  in  the  East. 

The  ministry  last  sketched  fell,  as  I  have  intimated,  on  troubled 
times.  True,  there  was  no  open  and  declared  war, — always  to  be 
reckoned  among  the  direst  of  evils  and  calamities.  But  there  were 
heavy  debts  accumulated  during  the  Revolution,  onerous  taxes  con¬ 
sequent  thereon,  a  currency  depreciated  almost  to  no  value  at  all,  com¬ 
merce  and  business  stagnant  or  in  stark  derangement ;  rebellion,  even 
in  staid  Massachusetts,  against  the  constituted  authorities;  the  con¬ 
federation  of  States  felt  to  be,  what  it  has  been  aptly  compared  to,  a 
rope  of  sand;  the  framing  and  adoption  of  the  Federal  constitution  of 
government;  the  administrations  of  Washington,  and  the  elder  Adams, 
and  the  incoming  of  Jefferson’s;  interspersed  with  agitating  questions 
and  party  conflicts  at  home,  with  threatening  wars  and  jeopardized 
independence  from  abroad.  All  these  difficulties  and  exigencies  were 
met  by  members  of  this  parish  in  a  manner  alike  able  and  noteworthy. 

Without  enumerating  in  detail  the  services  thus  rendered,  I  must 
be  permitted  to  detain  you  for  a  few  moments,  in  remarking  the  strik¬ 
ing  part  performed  by  some  of  your  own  number,  and  another  in¬ 
timately  connected  with  you,  in  the  most  momentous  issue  ever  pre¬ 
sented  to  this  nation;  being  nothing  less  than  the  existence  and 
indefinite  extension  of  negro  slavery  in  our  land,  or  its  total  extirpa¬ 
tion  from  it.  To  the  lot  of  Nathan  Dane,  for  more  than  a  half 

Nathan  Dane’s  Part  in  the  Anti-Slavery  Cause 

century  a  consistent  and  devout  member  of  this  society,  it  fell;  or 
rather  he  wisely  and  bravely  assumed  the  responsibility,  of  taking  the 
great  initiatory  step  toward  banishing  that  plague-spot  on  the  body 
politic,  that  dark  stain  on  our  country’s  escutcheon,  that  foul  disgrace 
and  burning  shame  of  our  republican  institutions.  A  native  of  the 
county  town  of  Ipswich,  a  graduate  with  high  distinction  at  Harvard, 
he  commenced  and  pursued  through  a  prolonged  life  the  profession 
of  his  choice;  earning,  by  his  diligence  and  abilities,  the  title — pro¬ 
nounced  upon  him  by  no  less  an  authority  than  Judge  Story — of 
Father  of  American  Law,  and,  by  his  reputation  and  liberal  endow¬ 
ments,  leaving  his  name  to  designate  the  law  school  of  the  university 
in  which  he  was  trained,  and  to  which,  through  a  long  life,  he  was 
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warmly  attached.  Above  all  did  he  honor  himself  and  dignify  his 
profession,  by  being  true,  honest,  just,  and  worthy,  as  a  lawyer,  not 
less  than  as  a  man  and  Christian.  Instead  of  fostering  ligitation,  as 
self-interest  and  professional  bias  might  have  seemed  to  prompt,  he 
habitually  and  from  principle  discouraged  it;  thus  carrying  out  in 
spirit,  and  all  the  more  effectively  from  the  motives  which  would  na¬ 
turally  have  been  supposed  to  lead  him  to  a  contrary  course,  the  spirit 
of  the  rule  adopted  in  the  first  Boston  church  within  five  years  from  its 
formation,  that  none  shall  sue  till  certain  persons  named  “have  had 
the  hearing  and  deciding  of  the  case,  if  they  can.”  To  his  honorable 
and  disinterested  conduct  in  this  regard  have  been  ascribed,  by  those 
with  the  best  opportunities  of  observing  and  judging  it,  the  peculiar 
aversion  to  litigiousness,  and  comparatively  rare  cases  of  contestants  at 
court,  among  the  population  with  which,  as  legal  adviser  and  prac¬ 
titioner,  he  was  more  immediately  connected.  A  man  with  character 
founded  on  such  a  basis,  was  not  slow  in  being  called  by  the  suffrages 
of  an  intelligent  and  patriotic  constituency  to  public  service,  to  assist 
in  framing  the  laws  he  was  so  fitted  to  expound  and  apply.  In  1785, 
he  was  elected  to  the  State  legislature,  in  which  he  performed  valuable 
service;  at  least,  this  may  be  inferred  from  his  being  commissioned,  the 
following  year,  a  member  of  the  old  Congress.  Scarcely  had  he  taken 
his  seat,  when  he  was  advanced  to  a  commanding  position  in  that  body. 
In  the  year  1787, — that  year  ever  memorable  in  the  history  of  our 
country  and  his  own  fame, — he,  as  chairman  of  a  committee,  reported 
resolves  for  assembling  at  Philadelphia  (that  name  symbolical  of  na¬ 
tional  as  well  as  brotherly  union)  the  convention  that  framed  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and  that  same  year  he  drafted  and 
carried  to  its  final  passage  the  ordinance  by  which  slavery  was  for  ever 
banished  from,  and  freedom  secured  to,  the  whole  vast  territory  north¬ 
west  of  the  Ohio  River.  Mingled  with  his  various  and  engrossing 
occupations  as  a  lawyer  and  statesman,  together  with  necessary  atten¬ 
tion  to  his  private  affairs,  were  historical  and  theological  investigations, 
for  both  of  which  he  had  a  decided  taste.  The  immense  amount  he 
accomplished,  as  a  public  man,  a  student,  writer,  and  author,  can  be 
accounted  for  only  by  marvellous  industry,  combined  with  uncommon 
mental  and  physical  powers.  Through  his  long  and  laborious  life,  he 
was  blessed  with  the  sympathy,  counsel,  and  active  co-operation  of  a 

wife  whom,  though  childless,  many  of  us  remember  as  truly  a  mother 
m  Israel ;  to  whom,  departing  at  a  very  advanced  age,  was  specially 
due  the  scriptural  eulogium,  “She  hath  done  what  she  could.”  She 
accompanied  him,  while  a  member  of  Congress,  during  some  of  its 
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sessions.  Often  has  it  been  my  privilege  to  listen  to  vivid  descriptions, 
by  that  venerable  couple,  of  scenes  of  absorbing  interest,  witnessed  by 
them  at  the  seat  of  government,  in  the  closing  years  of  the  old  Con¬ 
federation,  and  under  the  administration  of  Washington. 

But  the  singular  felicity,  the  rare  opportunity  well  and  gloriously 
improved,  w'hich  the  genius  of  our  civil  history  will  assign  to  Mr. 
Dane,  consists  in  his  having  been  the  author  of  the  Ordinance  of  ’87, 
for  the  government  of  the  North-western  Territory.  “We  are  ac¬ 
customed,”  said  Daniel  Webster,  in  the  Senate,  “to  praise  the  law¬ 
givers  of  antiquity ;  we  help  to  perpetuate  the  fame  of  Solon  and 
Lycurgus:  but  I  doubt  whether  one  single  law  of  any  lawgiver,  ancient 
or  modern,  has  produced  effects  of  more  distinct,  marked,  and  lasting 
character  than  the  Ordinance  of  1787.”  Its  prohibition  of  involuntary 
servitude,  resting  on  original  compact,  reaching  deeper  down  than  all 
local  laws  or  constitutions,  stamped  on  the  virgin  soil  the  enduring 
imprint  of  freedom,  and  barred  it  for  ever  from  being  trod  by  the 
feet  of  slaves.  Where,  I  cannot  but  here  ask,  should  we  have  been, 
where  would  our  nation  be  now,  if  this  seasonable  provision  had  not 
been  made?  How  different,  probably,  would  have  been  the  result  of 
the  late  tremendous  civil  war,  had  the  great  North-west  been  original¬ 
ly  given  over  to  slavery,  and  been  in  alliance  with  the  slave  power, 
instead  of  sending  forth  from  her  teeming  millions  hosts  of  brave  men 
to  fight  the  battles  of  liberty, — her  world-renowned  generals,  more¬ 
over,  to  conduct  our  armies  to  victorious  triumph. 

Nathan  Dane’s  is  not  the  only  voice  from  among  you  that  has 
made  itself  heard  and  felt  in  the  halls  of  Congress  on  this  momentous 
subject.  More  than  threescore  years  had  passed,  during  which  the 
evil,  that  the  Ordinance  was  specially  designed  to  forefend,  grew 
steadily  in  magnitude  and  force;  became  an  object  of  serious  alarm  and 
conscientious  horror  to  multitudes  of  true  patriots,  of  devout  and 
Christian  men  and  women;  caused  Jefferson,  from  the  midst  of  a  slave¬ 
holding  community,  to  explain,  “I  tremble  for  my  country,  when  I 
remember  that  God  is  just;”  had  raised  an  agitation  which  was  no 
ghost  to  “down  at  the  bidding”  of  any  man  or  body  of  men,  but 
which,  the  more  loudly  and  fiercely  it  was  denounced,  would  be  the 
more  determinedly  carried  on,  as  relating  to  a  mighty  wrong,  in  the 
awful  consequences  of  which  not  slaves  only,  but  the  whole  people, 

shared,  and  for  which  a  responsibility,  moral,  if  not  civil, — and  by  not 
a  few  taken  in  both  lights, — was  widely  and  intensely  felt.  It  was 
felt  to  be,  and  was,  a  canker  at  the  root,  a  cancer  at  the  vitals,  which 
had  sent  a  subtle  and  deleterious  influence  through  the  veins  and 
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arteries,  and  was  eating  into  the  heart,  of  the  nation.  Yet  it  had  its 
apologies,  advocates,  and  supporters,  with  a  controlling  agency  at  the 
seat  of  the  national  government,  demanding  its  recognition  as  a  gen¬ 
eral  rather  than  sectional  interest, — not  only  that  the  law  for  return 
of  fugitive  slaves  should  be  rigidly  executed  in  all  the  States,  slave  and 
free  alike,  but  that  masters  should  be  at  liberty  to  take  thir  slaves  into 
any  part  of  the  country,  and  in  the  territories  especially  bring  slavery 
into  direct  and  full  competition  with  freedom.  Moreover,  there  were 
not  wanting  those,  and  they  were  not  few,  who  were  ready  to  de¬ 
nounce  and  stigmatize  with  base  aspersions,  and  visit  with  ostracism, 
any  who  boldly  stood  up  for  human  rights  and  civil  liberty  against 
such  monstrous  and  outrageous  assumptions.  Personal  safety  was 
often  risked  and  seriously  endangered  in  the  case  of  standard-bearers 
in  freedom’s  cause.  Threats  of  life-peril  were  breathed  against  them, 
which  were  not  always  empty  or  unexecuted. 

Robert  Rantoul  Jr.  and  Charles  G.  Loring 

It  was  in  this  juncture  of  political  affairs,  in  this  posture  of  our 
national  concerns  and  interests,  that  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr.,  entered  on 
his  duties  as  a  member  of  Congress.  He  had  sometime  before  volun¬ 
teered,  amid  severe  reproach,  not  to  say  obloquy,  and  in  spite  of  the 
prevailing  sentiment,  in  the  defence  of  a  fugitive  slave,  whose  rendi¬ 
tion  was  claimed  under  the  operation  of  the  Fugitive-slave  Law.  That 
law  he  maintained  was  unconstitutional,  and  therefore  by  due  legal 
process  to  be  set  aside  and  rendered  inoperative.  Whatever  may  be 
the  conclusions  at  which  different  minds  might  arrive  on  the  point, 
it  must  be  admitted  that  it  is  was  discussed  by  him  with  consummate 
ability.  On  that  occasion  he  was  associated  with,  and  nobly  sustained 
by,  another  of  your  attached  and  highly  esteemed  fellow-parishioners, 
Charles  G.  Loring, — whose  presence,  prevented  by  extreme  illness,  we 
sadly  miss  to-day, — whose  pen,  tongue,  and  purse,  and  talents  and 
weight  of  character,  have  ever  been  forward  to  enlist  in  every  good 
cause,  and  through  our  late  public  trials  have  rendered  service  of  in¬ 
calculable  benefit.  Mr.  Rantoul’s  position  having  been  thus  clearly 
-defined  and  well  understood,  he  was  early  called  on,  after  taking  his 
seat  in  Congress,  to  defend  that  position.  This  he  did  with  a  frank¬ 
ness  and  power  which,  while  delighting  his  friends,  commanded  the 
unfeigned  respect  and  deference,  admiration  even,  of  his  bitterest  op¬ 
ponents.  Listen  to  these  earnest,  searching,  viewed  in  the  light  of 
recent  events  almost  prophetic,  utterances,  which  experience  has 
proved  wise  and  true,  as  they  were  brave,  at  the  time  they  were  de¬ 
livered  : — 
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“Do  the  Southern  geneltmen  know  what  they  are  doing?  Do  they 
mean  to  throw  the  whole  power  over  the  subject  of  slavery  into  the 
hands  of  the  Federal  Government?  You  do  it  here.  Do  gentlemen 
desire  that  two-thirds  of  the  white  men  of  the  country,  aye,  a  great 
many  more  than  two-thirds  very  soon,  .  .  .  should  take  the  subject  of 
slavery  into  their  hands, — to  let  it  agitate,  and  agitate,  and  convulse 
the  whole  nation,  until  it  shall  finally  be  treated  as  it  will  be  treated, 
if  it  becomes  the  fuel  of  a  universal  conflagration  through  this  land. 
Let  Southern  gentlemen  take  warning  in  this  matter  ....  It  may 
result  in  civil  war  and  anarchy.  I  say  that  is  possible ;  but  in  my  opin¬ 
ion  it  is  a  mere  possibility.  But  it  is  a  possibility  that  prudent  men 
ought  to  look  at,  because  bad  management  may  drive  the  chariot  off 
the  precipice,  when,  with  the  slightest  degree  of  prudence  and  skill, 
the  course  would  be  perfectly  safe.  It  may  result  in  civil  war,  if  badly 
managed  indeed,  without  any  sort  of  prudence.  .  .  .  Slavery  will  not 
last  for  ever,  for  the  seeds  of  its  death  are  within  itself.  Now  almost 
the  whole  civilized  world  have  got  rid  of  it;  and  that  portion  of  the 
civilized  world  which  still  retains  this  institution,  retains  a  temporary 
institution,  and  it  must  look  about  to  see  how,  with  the  least  incon¬ 
venience  and  suffering  to  itself,  that  temporary  institution  is  to  come 
to  an  end.  That  is  the  great  question  for  Southern  men ;  and  if  it  is  to 
be  pressed  upon  this  government, — and  I  think  it  ought  not  to  be, — 
then  it  is  the  great  question  for  Northern  men.  .  .  .  Agitation  is  not 
to  be  quieted  by  hard  words.  Hard  wTords  will  have  very  little  suc¬ 
cess  on  either  side.  This  question  of  slavery  can  be  quieted  only  in 
two  ways.  One  way  will  be  for  the  South  to  let  it  alone ;  and  then,  if 
everybody  at  the  North  would  let  it  alone,  which  no  man  can  promise, 
it  would  be  quieted.  The  other  would  be,  to  talk  about  it  like  reason¬ 
able  men.  Take  it  up  as  you  take  up  any  other  great  national  interest, 
and  try  to  get  at  the  merits  of  it.  When  you  do  that,  it  will  be  then 
as  quietly  approached  and  treated  as  any  other  subject ;  and,  by  the 
blessing  of  Providence  on  your  honest  endeavors,  a  way  will  be  found 
to  pass  through  that  transition  of  social  system  through  which  most  of 
the  nations  of  Europe  have  passed  within  a  comparatively  recent 
period.” 

Charles  W.  Upham 

When  he  who  thus  spoke  had  been  stricken  down  by  fatal  disease, 
in  the  meridian  of  his  powers  and  the  full  tide  of  their  successful  ex¬ 
ertion,  and  the  lips  from  which  such  eloquent  and  forcible  words  pro¬ 
ceeded  were  sealed  in  the  silence  of  death,  his  successor,  Charles  W. 
Upham,  did  not  hesitate  to  take  up  the  gauntlet  he  had  so  courageously 
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accepted  and  ably  met,  but  which  had  fallen  from  his  lifeless  hand, 
and  did  battle  with  similar  ability,  courage,  and  sagacious  foresight  on 
the  great,  exciting  topic ;  which,  though  coming  up  under  some  varia¬ 
tion  of  form,  was  still  the  same  in  substance,  and  in  the  intent  and 
purpose  for  which  the  controversy  was  raised.  It  is  very  observable, 
that  the  two  representatives  of  this  district,  belonging  (I  may  on  this 
occasion  add)  to  this  and  the  mother  parish,  should  have  coincided  to 
the  extent  they  did  in  the  sentiments  they  held  and  uttered  at  that 
period,  and  in  the  distitnguished  part  they  bore  in  the  war  of  words 
and  ideas  which  preceded  the  impending  conflict  of  arms.  In  the  de¬ 
bate  of  1854  in  Congress,  on  the  Kansas  and  Nebraska  bill,  Mr. 
Upham  said  (and  what  has  occurred  since  gives  deep  significance  to 
the  language  then  used)  : — 

“I  hold  that  this  bill  contemplates,  and  will  if  it  becomes  a  law 
constitute,  a  radical  and  vital  change  in  the  policy  on  which  the  union 
of  these  States  was  originally  formed,  and  by  which  its  affairs  have 
been  administered  throughout  its  entire  history.  It  will  be  an  aban¬ 
donment  of  the  course  that  has  been  pursued  from  the  first.  The 
country  will  swing  from  her  moorings,  and  we  shall  embark,  with  all 
the  precious  interests,  all  the  glorious  recollections,  and  all  the  mag¬ 
nificent  prospects  of  this  vast  republican  empire,  upon  an  untraversed, 
unknown,  and  it  may  well  be  feared  stormy,  if  not  fatal,  sea.  'Here¬ 
tofore  the  South  has  profited  by  our  divisions.  Those  divisions  have 
arisen,  to  a  great  'degree,  from  the  restraining  and  embarrassing  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  sense  of  obligation  on  our  part  to  adhere  to  the  engage¬ 
ments  and  stand  up  to  the  bargains  made  by  the  fathers,  and  renewed, 
as  I  have  shown,  by  each  succeeding  generation.  But  let  those  en¬ 
gagements  be  violated ;  let  those  bargains  be  broken  by  the  South,  on 
the  ground  of  unconstitutionality,  or  any  other  pretence, — from  that 
hour  the  North  becomes  a  unit  and  indivisible;  from  that  hour  ‘North¬ 
ern  men  with  Southern  principles’  will  disappear  from  the  scene,  and 
the  race  of  dough-faces  be  extinct  for  ever.  I  do  not  threaten.  I  pre¬ 
tend  to  no  gift  of  prophesy.  Any  man  can  interpret  the  gathering 
signs  of  the  times.  All  can  read  the  handwriting  on  the  wall.  The 
very  intimation  that  the  Missouri  Compromise  is  proposed  to  be  re¬ 
pealed  by  Southern  votes,  in  defiance  of  the  protest  of  four-fifths  of 
the  Northern  representatives,  has  rallied  the  people  of  the  free  States 

as  they  have  never  been  rallied  before.  Their  simultaneous  and  in¬ 
dignant  protests  pour  in  upon  your  table,  in  petitions,  resolutions,  and 
remonstrances,  without  number  and  without  end.  They  are  repeated 
in  popular  assemblages,  from  the  seashore  to  the  Rocky  Mountains ; 


63 


ifiri*  IB  bnoJJu  ban  bi^r!  ndi  tfmmilfi&i  sdi  r,\  bib  \s  5  Jnirtxs  »nf 


tb*wsf»i  bns  *dt  y  ^bsm  irifyifiid  :»dj  oJ  rju  1-nM  bftt  «3n!»cn 

-HnoU’  tooH  Jfidi  am\  ;»Idi*isibni  bnB  linu  c  »£n(»MJ  rfnoW  *li  lucd 

bni:  !<>  f<noiiiJ5<i  ni  .site  me/  nwjt/  ni  luoq  slwjcnn  Jfisngjb 


and  in  the  newspaper  press  of  all  parties,  and  all  creeds,  and  all 

languages.  You  have  united  the  free  States  at  last,  by  this  untimely, 

unprovoked,  and  astounding  proposal.  If  you  execute  it  by  the  passage 
of  this  bill,  they  will  be  united  for  ever  in  one  unbroken,  universal, 
and  uncompromising  resistance  of  the  encroachments  of  the  slave- 
power  everywhere  and  at  all  points,  whether  north  or  south  of  36°  30'. 
Their  unalterable  determination  is  heard  over  the  whole  breadth  of 
the  land,  proclaiming,  in  thunder  tones,  What  has  been  pledged  to 
freedom  shall  be  free  for  ever. 

“If  you  pass  the  bill,  or  if  it  is  defeated  in  spite  of  the  combined 
Southern  vote,  there  will  be  an  end  of  all  compromises.  Some  of  them 
may  remain  in  the  letter  of  the  Constitution,  but  it  will  be  a  dead 

letter;  their  moral  force  will  be  gone  for  ever.  The  honorable  mem¬ 

ber  from  South  Carolina  intimated  that  perhaps  it  would  be  well  to 
abandon  the  policy  of  compromises,  and  for  the  two  great  conflicting 
interests  to  meet  face  to  face,  and  end  the  matter  at  once.  I  have 
suggested  the  reasons  why,  heretofore,  I  have  contemplated  such  an 
issue  with  reluctance.  But  if  the  South  say  so,  so  let  it  be.” 

Abiel  Abbot,  the  Sixth  Pastor 

But  I  have  trespassed  too  long  on  your  patient  listening,  and 
must  hasten  to  gather  and  present  the  events  and  thoughts  wrhich 
could  not  properly  be  omitted  on  the  present  occasion.  They  fall 
chiefly  within  the  compass  of  the  passing  century.  The  ministry  of 
Abiel  Abbot  commenced  in  1803.  I  hardly  need  sketch,  or  attempt 
to  sketch  it, — so  familiar  is  it  to  many  of  you,  fathers  and  mothers, 
who  have  told  it  from  your  personal  experience,  better  far  than  by  me 
it  could  be  described  or  narrated,  to  your  children.  Born  and  bred 
under  Christian  influences,  with  a  heart  to  receive  and  improve  them, 
he  may  be  said  to  have  been  a  minister  of  religion  from  and  by  birth  ; 
even  as  the  poet  proverbially  is  born,  not  made, — nascitur,  non  fit. 
H  is  ministerial  course  here,  as  I  have  learned  more  and  more  of  it, 
has  seemed  to  me  to  picture  an  all  but  Elysian  pastor’s  life.  With  the 
delights  of  an  intellectual,  refined,  religious,  and  happy  home ;  a  parish 
composed  of  great  varieties  in  culture  and  social  condition,  with  all 
which  he  had  the  good  sense  and  right  feeling  to  be  in  cordial  sym¬ 
pathy;  with  ready  and  unfailing  tact  to  adapt  himself  to  all  conditions 
and  circumstances,  “his  whole  manner  so  informed  with  the  grace  of 
a  kindly  and  persuasive  wisdom ;”  in  his  own  or  other  pulpits  always 
acceptable  and  welcome;  an  acknowledged  light,  guide,  and  ornament 
of  society;  regarded  among  his  parishioners,  townsmen,  and  the  com¬ 
munity  the  friend  and  pillar  of  learning,  virtue,  and  religion, — how 
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could  his  position  be  otherwise  than  most  desirable,  and,  if  envy  might 
be  supposed  to  intrude,  be  more  enviable?  An  instance  of  his  readi¬ 
ness  of  resource  at  this  moment  occurs  to  me.  When  called  to  preach 
in  a  neighboring  parish,  where  one  of  those  unfortunate  jars,  which 
will  sometimes  occur  in  the  best-regulated  choirs,  had  happened,  he 
found  the  singers’  seats  wholly  vacated.  After  reading  the  hymn,  he 
announced  the  tune,  invited  the  congregation  to  join  him  in  it,  and 
led  off  in  the  singing,  followed  by  such  numbers  and  with  such  effect, 
that  the  choir,  if  only  for  fear  that  their  occupation  would  be  gone, 
concluded  to  return,  change  their  discord  to  harmony,  and  take  their 
usual  part  in  the  afternoon  service.  In  Sprague’s  “Annals  of  the 
American  Pulpit,”  that  monument  of  industry,  of  talented  and  liberal 
research,  it  is  mentioned  by  the  author  himself,  that  he  was  witness 
of  the  effort  made  by  Abbot  when  the  Consociation  of  Connecticut  had 
his  brother  on  trial  and  decided  on  deposing  him ;  and  pronounces  his 
management  of  the  case  and  final  argument  to  rank  among  the  best 
instances  of  knowledge  of  ecclessiastical  law,  and  ability  in  its  illus¬ 
tration  and  enforcement.  No  man  could  be,  more  sincerely  and 
earnestly  than  he  was,  a  lover  of  peace.  Yet  commotions,  disturbing 
causes,  and  contests,  neither  few  nor  small,  were  embraced  within  the 
time  of  his  ministry.  During  a  portion  of  it,  there  was  bitter  strife 
between  political  parties:  there  was  the  embargo  under  Jefferson’s, 
and  the  war  with  Great  Britain  under  Madison’s  Administration, — 
both  of  which  bore  very  heavily  on  this  commercial  and  seafaring 
population.  Controversy  on  religious  topics  also  broke  out,  and  was 
pursued  with  great  warmth  and  vigor,  not  to  say  violence.  It  arose 

The  Unitarian  Controversy 

/ 

naturally,  inevitably,  from  radical  differences  of  opinion  among  those 
whom  we  are  bound  to  believe  equally  sincere  and  earnest  followers 
of  Christ  and  God.  If  he  of  whom  I  am  speaking,  amid  the  din  of 
theological  disputation,  were  of  the  number  who  strove  to  hush  it,  and 
cried  peace  when  there  was  no  peace,  it  must  be  attributed  in  no  small 
part  to  his  peace-loving  spirit,  and  furthermore  to  a  circumstance  by  no 
means  to  be  left  out  of  the  account, — that  a  respectable  minority  of  his 
parish,  between  whom  and  himself  there  existed  strong  personal  re¬ 
gard  and  attachment,  differed  from  the  great  majority  and  from  him, 
by  being  Trinitarian  and  Calvinistic. 

Above  all  was  he  a  lover  of  the  profession  which,  together  wTith 
its  objects,  he  had  from  his  youth  espoused, — which  he  adorned,  in  the 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  which  he  delighted,  and  to  which  he  gave 
his  best  energies.  When,  in  the  midst  of  his  labors  and  usefulness,  he 
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was  arrested  by  disease,  and  admonished  to  seek  the  restoring  influence 
of  a  milder  clime,  among  his  last  words  before  quitting — as  the  event 
proved  for  ever — his  dearly  loved  home,  were  these,  uttered  to  an  in¬ 
timate  professional  friend:  “I  believe  the  hour  of  my  departure  is  at 
hand, — how  near  I  cannot  say;  but  not  far  distant  is  the  time  when 
I  shall  be  in  the  immediate  presence  of  my  Maker.  This  impression 
leads  to  look  back  upon  my  life,  and  inwardly  upon  my  present  state. 
In  the  review,  I  find  many  things  to  be  humble  and  penitent  for,  and 
many  things  to  fill  me  with  gratitude  and  praise.  I  have,  I  trust,  the 
testimony  of  my  heart,  that  my  life,  my  best  powers,  my  time,  and  my 
efforts  have,  in  the  main,  been  sincerely  given  to  God  and  mankind.” 
H  is  publications  consist  of  two  volumes  of  sermons,  a  catechism, 
several  occasional  discourses,  and  a  posthumous  volume  of  letters  from 
Cuba;  which  last,  written  under  failing  health,  addressed  to  the  en¬ 
deared  members  of  his  family  household,  pervaded  by  love  and  correct 
appreciation  of  the  beautiful  and  true  in  nature  or  human  character, 
showing  careful  observation  and  nice  discrimination  between  the  good 
and  bad,  and  devout  recognition,  throughout,  of  the  God  over  all  and 
in  all, — so  althogether  genial,  affectionate,  pious,  and  delectable,  that 
it  has  struck  me,  as  I  doubt  not  it  has  some  of  you, — like  the  notes 
attributed  to  the  dying  swan, — as  among  the  sweetest  and  best  of  his 
productions. 

The  Founding  of  the  Sunday  School  (1810) 

First  in  New  England 

It  was  during  his  pastorship  that  the  first  Sunday  school,  as  that 
institution  now  exists  and  is  conducted,  was  founded  in  connection 
with  this  parish.  This  was  in  1810,  nearly  sixty  years  ago.  Two 
young  ladies,  Misses  Prince  and  Hill,  commenced  the  good 
work  by  collecting,  on  the  sabbath,  poor  and  neglected  children,  to 
whom  they  imparted  religious  instruction,  and  whom  at  least  they 
hoped  and  helped  to  rescue  from  temptation  and  harm.  In  this  good 
enterprise  they  received  the  cordial  co-operation  of  the  pastor  and  other 
influential  friends.  So  interesting  and  attractive  did  they  make  it, 
and  so  popular  did  it  quickly  become,  that  the  more,  not  less  than  the 
least,  favored  children  and  youths  gladly  came  forward  to  partake  of 
its  benefits;  and  it  soon  grew  to  be  an  adopted  and  favorite  foster- 
child  of  the  parish.  Within  a  few  years,  the  example  thus  afforded 
was  copied  into  neighboring  societies;  and  now,  in  not  much  more  than 
half  a  century,  has  come  to  be  universally  established,  and  to  be  re¬ 
garded,  next  to  the  church,  a  mighty  lever  with  which  to  move  the 
world.  We,  who  are  or  have  been  inhabitants  of  this  town,  have  been 
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accustomed,  not  without  some  show  of  reason,  to  pride  ourselves  on 
several  first  things  that  are  interwoven  with  its  history.  The  first 
vessel,  which,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution,  unfurled  the 
Continental  flag,  and  went  forth,  in  defiance  of  British  domination,  to 
brave  the  mistress  of  the  seas,  sailed  hence.  Here  the  infant  American 
navy  was  born  and  cradled,  William  Bartlett,  after  whom  one  of  your 
pleasantest  streets  is  named,  having  been  the  first  commisisoned  navy 
agent.  Here  the  first  cotton-factory  in  America  was  established.  Here, 
too,  was  organized  the  first  lyceum  for  debate  and  lectures,  which,  in 
some  form  or  another,  has  spread  through  the  length  and  breadth  of 
the  land.  But  who  of  us — certainly  not  I — will  question,  that  the 
best  first,  or  first  best,  whichever  way  you  may  please  to  put  it,  on 
which  we  congratulate  ourselves  and  each  other,  it — when  viewed  in 
all  its  aspects  and  bearings  on  society  and  the  human  soul — the  parish 
Sunday  school?  Of  this  parent  school,  Robert  Rantoul,  so  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  in  church  and  State, — who  long,  from 
experience  and  acknowledged  ability,  wielded  an  influence  second  to 
that  of  few,  if  any,  in  our  State;  and  w'hose  name,  by  the  offices  he 
filled  and  the  services  he  rendered  in  this  church  and  parish,  must  ever 
be  identified  with  them, — was  the  first  superintendent,  and  always  the 
ardent  and  consistent  supporter.  Nothing  could  be  more  characteristic 
of  the  unflagging  interest  he  felt  in  its  objects,  and  of  the  spirit  of  the 
man,  than  the  following  entry  in  his  diary,  occasioned  by  a  recent  at¬ 
tendance  at  a  sabbath-school  convention : — 

“The  occasion  has  been  one  of  healthful  excitement  and  enjoy¬ 
ment  to  me.  The  more  than  thirty  years  that  I  was  connected  with 
the  Sunday  school  in  this  parish,  give  an  example  of  perseverance  in  an 
attempt  to  do  good,  however  numerous  were  my  shortcomings,  that 
may  have  its  just  influence  with  some  others  to  induce  them  to  hold 
out  and  hold  on,  although  the  good  result  of  their  labors  may  not  be 
very  apparent.  Progress,  if  slow  but  certain,  will  ultimately  confer  its 
own  best  reward,  in  the  reflection  that  we  have  tried  to  do  good,  and 
that  we  have  persevered  in  our  best  endeavors  as  long  as  circumstances 
would  justify  it.  My  resolutions  are  strengthened  by  this  occasion.’’ 
And  this  was  written  at  or  near  the  close  of  his  seventy-eighth  year. 

The  Aims  of  Christopher  T.  Thayer,  the  Seventh  Pastor 

Here  I  must  pause.  It  would  ill  become  me  to  speak  of  the 
ministry  which  succeeded  that  of  the  revered  Abbot.  For  you,  and  not 
for  me,  is  it  to  say  how  far  you  were  harmonized  in  doctrine,  estab¬ 
lished  in  sacred  and  everlasting  truth,  led  to  the  observance  of  the 
commandments  and  ordinances;  how  far,  in  short,  under  it  and  by  it 
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the  great  ends  of  religion  have  been  answered ;  namely,  the  upholding 
and  extending  of  good  institutions,  the  promotion  of  piety  and  pure 
morals,  of  universal  reform  and  progress.  It  will  always  be  to  me  a 
pleasant  and  precious  memory,  that  the  sacred  trust,  which  for  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  you  reposed  in  me,  was  given  back  with — 
so  far  as  I  know  or  have  heard — no  mutual  censures  or  reproach,  but 
in  entire  reciprocal  concord.  Whatever  may  have  been  my  deficiencies 
or  failures  in  duty  and  usefulness,  I  acknowledge  with  unfeigned 
sensibility  the  candid  construction  and  kind  judgment  you  have  uni¬ 
formly  hitherto  extended  to  them  in  my  lifetime ;  not  doubting,  more¬ 
over,  that,  when  I  am  gone,  those  of  you  who  shall  survive  me  will 
tread  lightly  on  my  ashes,  and  tenderly  guard — it  may  be,  cherish — my 
memory. 

The  Future 

What  my  successor  has  accomplished  and  may  expect  to  ac¬ 
complish,  what  may  be  hoped  by,  for,  and  of  him,  in  the  consecrated 
relation  you  and  he  sustain,  it  might  be  unseemly  in  me,  before  his  and 
your  presence,  to  declare  or  predict.  Still,  I  will  not  forbear  con¬ 
gratulating  him  and  yourselves  on  this  society’s  present  condition  and 
prospects;  on  its  union,  firmness,  and  zeal  in  maintainig  what  I  regard, 
and  from  the  first  advocated  among  you,  as  the  most  pure  and  the  best 
form  and  doctrine  of  Christianity  yet  attained, — those  of  Unitarian- 
ism;  and  now,  especially,  on  the  spirit  exhibited  in  the  renovated  and 
beautified  aspect  of  this  temple;  trusting,  at  the  same  time,  that  you 
and  he  will  be  ever  mindful,  that  the  most  beauteous  and  holy  of 
temples  on  earth  is  the  purified  and  santified  soul  of  man,  infinitely  ex¬ 
ceeding  in  grandeur  and  beauty  all  gracefully  turned  and  lofty  arches, 
all  frescoed  walls,  or  material  splendor. 

We  have  dwelt  much  and  long,  and  with,  I  hope,  a  pardonable 
exultation,  on  the  labors  and  worth  of  them  who  have  preceded  us. 
Of  our  worthy  predecessors  we  may  well  exclaim,  keeping  in  view 
also  the  uncertainties  that  cast  their  shadow  on  all  human  life  and 
experience, — 

“  ’Tis  well  with  them. 

But  who  knows  what  the  coming  hour, 

Veiled  in  thick  darkness,  brings  for  us?” 

Amid  all  shades,  however,  of  uncertainty  and  vicissitude  that  may 
surround  the  path  before  us,  we  should  rejoice  that  duty  only  is  ours, 
and  that  events  are  with  God  alone.  Let  us  work  while  the  day  of  life 
lasts,  be  it  longer  or  shorter,  in  well-doing  as  universal  and  thorough 
as  may  be  in  our  power.  Never  before,  in  all  the  series  of  ages  past, 
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was  such  a  plane  afforded  for  human  exertion.  Earth  and  the  heavens 
are  all  aglow  with  the  light  of  new  discoveries,  new  means  of  physical, 
intellectual,  moral  and  religious  improvement, — with  ideas,  old  and 
new,  of  truth,  liberty,  justice,  love,  holiness,  and  heaven.  What  better 
counsel  could  I,  in  addressing  you  of  this  society  collectively,  for  possi¬ 
bly — I  had  almost  said  probably — the  last  time,  leave  with  you  or 
take  to  myself,  than  that  we  should  be  faithful  to  our  great  trusts, 
seize  the  moments  of  precious  privilege  as  they  fly,  and  improve  to  the 
utmost  our  golden  opportunity  for  the  soul’s  enlargement  and  eleva¬ 
tion,  for  being  and  doing  good,  and  so  securing  for  ourselves  and  many 
others — how  many  eternity  only  can  reveal — real  and  highest  felicity? 
If  only  we  are  true  to  our  high  vocation,  our  sacred  obligations,  and 
vast  opportunities,  act  well  the  sublime  part  Providence  has  assigned 
to  us  of  this  generation,  we  shall  live  honored  and  die  lamented ;  we 


shall  constitute  a  not  inglorious  link  between  the  past  and  coming 
centuries;  our  spirit  shall  be  diffused  in  good  influences  through  the 
ages  that  are  to  come;  and  future  generations  will  rise  up  and  call  us 
blessed. 
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ORDER  OF  EXERCISES 

ON  THE 

TWO-HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 

OF  THE 

FIRST  PARISH,  BEVERLY 


VOLUNTARY  AND  CHORAL. 
INTRODUCTORY  PRAYER. 

ANTHEM. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BIBLE. 

ORIGINAL  HYMN. 

Give  glory  to  the  Holy  One, 

Who  dwelleth  not  in  heaven  alone, 

Nor  scorneth  humble  work  well  done, 

Though  high  exalted  is  His  throne; 

To  Him  our  hearts  would  still  upraise 
A  church,  a  monument  of  praise. 

Defying  time,  despite  all  change, 

And  grateful  as  the  dew  to  flowers, 

The  records  of  His  mercy  range 
O’er  all  the  varied,  fleeting  hours. 

While  felt  His  might  and  owned  His  sway, 

Two  hundred  years  have  passed  away. 

What  are  we,  who  so  long  have  known 
A  habitation  and  a  name? 

One  meek  and  lowly  guide  we  own, 

“One  God,  one  faith,  one  baptism”  claim. 

We  gratefully  the  past  review; 

Our  God  is  love,  and  ever  true. 

Mary  E.  Worsley. 
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PRAYER. 


ORIGINAL  HYMN. 

“Lo,  I  am  with  you  always  even  to  the  end.” — Matt.  XXVIII.  20 
E’en  to  the  end,  the  Master  said, 

I  will  be  with  you ;  and  to-day 
The  Chuch  responds  to  her  great  Head, 

Thou  hast  been  with  us,  Lord, — alway. 

Alway — through  these  two  hundred  years, 

Alway — upon  this  holy  ground 
Made  sacred  by  the  feet  of  saints, 

Who  their  eternal  rest  have  found. 

Alway — to  keep  undimmed  the  faith, 

The  blessed  faith  we  have  in  thee, 

Alway — to  make  its  heaven-born  truth 
More  broad,  more  beautiful,  and  free. 

Through  time  and  change,  through  life  and  death, 

We  still  upon  thy  promise  stand, 

Strong  in  Thy  strength,  as  stood  of  yore 
The  fathers  of  our  sainted  band. 

Like  them,  we  seek  to  wash  our  robes; 

Like  them,  to  do  our  Master’s  will. 

God  grant  us  faith  and  hope  and  love, 

And  Thy  abiding  presence  still. 

Emily  O.  Kimball. 

HISTORICAL  ADDRESS. 

By  Rev.  C.  T.  Thayer,  of  Boston. 

DOXOLOGY. 

“From  all  that  dwell  below  the  skies.” 

BENEDICTION. 

After  the  services  at  the  Church,  an  elegant  and  sumptuous  dinner,  at 
which  Dr.  W.  C.  Boyden  presided,  was  served  at  the  Town  Hall;  and  the 
festivities  of  the  occasion  were  continued  with  animated  and  interesting  re¬ 
marks  by  various  gentlemen  of  the  Parish  and  from  abroad,  singing  by  the 
choir,  and  the  reading  of  a  poem. 

The  following  original  Hymn  was  sung  in  the  course  of  the  afternoon: — 

The  sea  made  music  to  the  shore 
Two  hundred  years  ago; 

To  weary  pilgrim  ears  it  bore 
A  prelude  deep  and  low. 

They  gathered,  in  the  Autumn  calm, 

To  their  new  house  of  prayer, 

And  softly  rose  their  Sabbath  psalm, 

A  blessing  on  the  air. 
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The  ocean  took  the  echo  up; 

It  rang  through  every  tree; 

And  praise,  as  from  an  incense  cup, 
Filled  earth  and  sky  and  sea. 

They  linger  yet  upon  the  breeze, 

The  hymns  our  father  sung; 

They  rustle  in  the  wayside  trees, 

And  give  each  leaf  a  tongue. 

The  murmuring  sea  is  burdened  yet 
With  music’s  mighty  pain; 

No  fitting  chorus  men  have  set 
To  that  great  organ-strain. 

When  human  hearts  are  tuned  to  Thine, 
Whose  voice  is  in  the  sea, 


Life’s  moaning  waves  a  song  divine 
Shall  swell,  O  God  to  Thee ! 


Lucy  Larcom. 
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NOTES  ON  THE 

TWO  HUNDREDTH  ANNIVERSARY 
AND  MORE  RECENT  EVENTS 


On  Wednesday,  October  2,  1867  the  Two  Hundredth  Annivers¬ 
ary  of  the  First  Parish  in  Beverly  was  observed.  The  exercises  con¬ 
sisted  of  religious  services  in  the  Church  in  the  forenoon,  including  the 
historical  address  by  Rev.  Christopher  T.  Thayer  found  earlier  in  this 
volume.  Among  other  features  of  the  morning  exercises  were  the 
singing  of  two  hymns  written  for  the  occasion,  one  by  Mary  E. 
Worsley,  and  the  other  by  Emily  O.  Kimball. 

After  the  morning  exercises,  a  dinner  was  served  in  the  Town 
hall  at  two  o’clock,  the  hall  decorated  with  evergreens  and  flowers  and 
at  one  end  of  the  hall  over  the  table  occupied  by  the  clergymen  and 
the  prominent  invited  guests  was  a  picture  of  George  Washington 
draped  wflth  the  American  flag.  Some  three  hundred  persons  were 
seated  at  the  tables.  Dr.  Wyatt  C.  Boyden  acted  as  President  of  the 
occasion  and  Rev.  Mr.  Foster,  pastor  of  the  Beverly  Baptist  Church 
invoked  the  divine  blessing.  After  the  dinner,  Mr.  Thayer  responded 
briefly  saying  that  he  had  had  his  say  in  the  morning.  He  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone,  author  of  Stone’s  “History  of 
Beverly”.  A  hymn  written  for  the  occasion  by  Lucy  Larcom  was 
then  sung  by  the  choir;  a  letter  was  read  by  Rev.  Augustus  Woodbury 
of  Providence,  R.  I.,  a  former  resident  of  Beverly;  Rev.  Dr.  Ellis  of 
Boston  was  next  speaker,  and  his  talk  was  followed  by  a  poem  written 
for  the  occasion  by  William  C.  Boyden,  and  read  by  Robert  S.  Ran- 
toul.  Rev.  Edward  Everett  Hale  of  Boston  spoke,  as  also  Robert  S. 
Rantoul  and  Rev.  Edmund  B.  Wilson,  both  of  Salem,  and  Joseph  H. 
Abbott  and  Caleb  W.  Loring,  both  of  Beverly ;  remarks  by  Rev. 
George  Batchelder  of  Salem  concluded  the  speaking  of  the  day.  A 
newspaper  account  of  the  occasion  states  that  the  whole  affair  passed 
off  very  successfully  and  pleasantly,  and  reflected  great  credit  upon 
the  Committee.  It  adds,  evidently  with  gratitude,  that  “the  collation 
was  much  better  than  is  often  provided  upon  such  occasions”. 
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THE  PARISH  HOUSE 

Until  1906  the  only  place  of  resort  for  the  Parish  except  the 
Church  edifice,  was  the  little  Vestry  on  Hale  Street  opposite  the  end 
of  Briscoe  Street,  now  owned  by  the  Salvation  Army.  In  1906  the 
present  Parish  House  at  9  Federal  Street  was  dedicated,  and  through 
almost  all  the  days  of  each  week  has  been  in  use  ever  since.  The 
present  minister  has  his  office  there ;  choir  rehearsals  are  held  in  the 
upper  hall  on  Tuesday  evenings;  and  on  Sundays  the  Church  school, 
the  Junior  Church  and  the  John  Hale  Society  hold  their  sessions  in 
this  building.  Each  week  it  is  used  by  three  groups  of  Girl  Scouts  and 
once  a  month  by  the  Lothrop  Club,  the  Beverly  Mothers’  Club,  the 
Old  South  Club,  the  Parish  Aid  Alliance  and  the  Laymen’s  League. 
Besides  these  uses,  it  serves  admirably  for  general  Parish  gatherings 
through  the  year.  The  Parish  House  has  added  greatly  to  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  Parish  activities,  and  has  been  of  substantial  benefit  to  the 
community  in  general. 


MISS  LORING’S  HYMN-BOOK 
In  1904  and  1905,  Miss  Louisa  P.  Loring  of  our  Parish,  feeling 
that  the  hymn-book  of  the  day  lacked  much  in  the  matter  of  both 
words  and  music,  made  a  thorough  study  of  the  subject,  and  went  to 
work  on  a  new  book.  She  was  finely  educated  in  music  herself,  and 
worked  in  collaboration  with  Mr.  Carl  Baerman,  a  musician  and 
scholar,  who  had  come  from  Munich  to  Boston.  They  were  greatly 
assisted  by  Mr.  A.  Scott  Fraser,  for  twenty-five  years  or  more  our 
organist  and  choir-master,  whose  long  term  of  service  and  unfailing 
helpfulness  is  held  in  grateful  remembrance  by  us  all.  In  London 
Miss  Loring  consulted  with  the  organists  of  Westminster  and  St. 
Paul’s,  and  she  bought  the  copyright  of  the  “Barnby”  hymns.  She 
wrote  the  words  for  No.  239  (First)  and  for  No.  250.  Mr.  Baerman 
himself  composed  the  music  for  the  hymn  named  “Beverly'’,  Nos.  38 
and  226,  also  for  “St.  Elizabeth”,  No.  212.  When  the  book  was 
completed,  Miss  Loring  transferred  her  coypright  of  the  new  book  to 
the  American  Unitarian  Association,  and  gave  to  our  Church  the  two 
hundred  copies  now  in  use,  the  gift  being  only  one  more  evidence  of 
the  interest  and  support  which  has  come  from  the  Loring  family 
through  several  generations. 

PRESIDENT  TAFT  AT  SUMMER  SERVICES 
During  the  summers  of  1909-10  and  1910-11,  William  Howard 
Taft,  President  of  the  United  States,  attended  our  Church  services 
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Ellery  Channing  Butler  Memorial  Tablet 
On  the  South  Wall 


it-  TWO  WORSHIPPERS  ON  THIS  SPOT. 

JOANNA  BATCHELDER  PRINCE. 

AFTERWARDS  THE  WIFE  OF  PROFESSOR  EBENEZER  EVERETT. 


WITH 

HANNAH  HILL. 

A  NIECE  OF  THE  REDOUBTABLE  PRIVATEERSMAN  OF  THE  REVOLUTION. 
HUGH  HILL.  AND  A  KINSWOMAN  OF  ANDREW  JACKSON, 

FIRST  GATHERED  THE  NEGLECTED  CHILDREN  OF  THE  STREETS 

ON  SUNDAYS.  FOR  RELIGIOUS  TEACHING. 

ANNO  DOMINI:  1810. 


NO  EARLIER  SUNDAY-SCHOOL 

IS  KNOWN  TO  HAVE 

EXISTED  IN  NEW  ENGLAND. 
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Memorial  Tablet  for 
Joanna  B.  Prince  and  Hannah  Hill 
On  the  Southeast  Wall 


. 
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with  great  regularity.  On  such  occasions,  the  Church  overflowed  with 
visitors  from  far  and  near.  The  traditional  pastor’s  pew,  No.  84, 
which  was  occupied  by  the  President,  is  marked  with  a  plate  as  a 
memorial  of  his  attendance  at  services. 


SUNDAY  SCHOOL  CENTENNIAL 
On  October  2,  1910,  the  Parish  celebrated  the  centennial  of  the 
founding  of  its  Sunday  School  by  Joanna  B.  Prince  and  Hannah  Hill. 
A  tablet  commemorating  the  founders  was  unveiled  by  Master  Edward 
Ober,  kindred  to  Hannah  Hill.  The  Sunday  School  is  the  first  which 
is  known  to  have  been  organized  in  New’  England. 

TWO  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTIETH  ANNIVERSARY 
On  Sunday,  September  29,  1917,  the  First  Parish  celebrated  its 
Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary. 

At  the  morning  service  an  historical  address  was  delivered  by  the 
Reverend  Pemberton  Hale  Cressey,  then  Pastor  of  the  Society.  At 
the  afternoon  service  representatives  were  present  from  those  Churches 
which  originally  ordained  John  Hale,  the  first  Minister,  and  the 
principal  address  was  delivered  by  Reverend  T.  E.  Waters  of  the  old 
North  Church  in  Ipswuch.  Both  services  were  largely  attended. 

As  part  of  the  celebration,  there  was  an  historical  exhibit  which 
included:  original  volumes  of  Church  records  from  1667  to  date; 
the  old  Joseph  Champney  chair,  and  the  Christening  Robe  used  during 
the  Champney  pastorate,  1729-1773;  the  Bible  from  which  the  first 
reading  w*as  given  May  2,  1773,  this  Bible  being  the  one  which  is  on 
the  pulpit  desk  today;  and  the  valuable  collection  of  Church  Silver, 
the  piece  of  earliest  date  being  that  presented  by  Lieut.  Robert  Briscoe 
in  1718.  In  connection  with  this  exhibit  of  silver,  it  was  noted  that 
in  1828  the  First  Parish  gave  to  the  Second  Parish  at  the  rededication 
of  its  Church  a  silver  tankard  purchased  in  1797,  and  another  tankard 
to  the  Beverly  Farms  Church  wThen  the  Church  building  was  erected 
there  in  1831. 


THE  BUTLER  CHIMES 

In  1931  were  installed  the  Chimes,  which  came  as  a  legacy  by  the 
will  of  Mary  Adelaide  Butler,  widow  of  Ellery  C.  Butler,  in  memory 
of  their  son  Max  Lovell  Butler,  who  died  in  young  manhood.  The 
bells  were  made  to  order  by  John  Taylor  and  Company  of  Loughboro, 
England,  bell-founders  since  the  year  1366,  the  cost  of  bells,  chime 
machinery  and  installation  being  about  twenty-one  thousand  dollars. 
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The  three  peals  of  the  morning  and  afternoon  are  variations  of  the 
old  “Dick  Whittington”  chime,  and  the  two  peals  of  the  evening  are 
variations  of  the  “Guildford”  chime. 


THE  SENIOR  AND  JUNIOR  CHOIRS 
In  1934,  our  Church  service  received  the  benefit  of  a  new  idea 
in  respect  to  its  music.  A  choir  of  between  twenty  and  thirty  mixed 
voices,  mostly  from  the  young  folks  of  our  Parish,  was  inaugurated 
by  Reverend  Fred  R.  Lewis,  then  our  Minister.  The  training  and 
management  was,  and  still  is,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Ralph  E.  Stevens. 
With  the  hearty  cooperation  of  the  Choir  members,  Mr.  Stevens’ 
tiaining,  good  taste,  and  selection  of  music,  have  made  a  great  success 
of  the  enterprise,  and  from  the  beginning,  the  results  have  been  a  con¬ 
stant  pleasure  to  our  congregations.  In  April,  1942,  a  junior  choir 
of  fifteen  voices  was  organized  by  the  new  Pastor,  with  Mr.  Stevens  as 
its  director.  The  junior  choir  made  its  first  public  appearance  on 
Children’s  Day,  June  14,  1942,  and  during  July  sang  with  the  regular 
choir  at  the  Sunday  services. 

THE  JUNIOR  CHURCH 

On  April  12,  1942,  the  upper  department  of  the  Sunday  School 
was  reorganized  as  a  Junior  Church,  with  its  order  of  service  and 
officers  paralleling  those  of  the  Parish  Church. 
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AS  A  MEMORIAL 

to 


MAX  LOVELL  BUTLER 


THE  CHIME  OF  BELLS  IS  INSTALLED 
THROUGH  THE  GENEROSITY  OF 
MARY  ADELAIDE  BUTLER, 


*  V  u 
wire  or 

-  / 

ELLERY  CHANNING  BUTLER, 
MINISTER  0FTHI5  PARISH 


i8?2  -  1894. 
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fn  cheer  Ac/  re  mem  oran  ce. 
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Max  Lovell  Butler  Memorial  Tablet 
On  the  Front  of  the  Church 


A  SUMMARY  OF  THE 
RECORDED  BEQUESTS  AND  GIFTS 

to  the  First  Parish  Church  in  Beverly 
From  the  Year  1716,  with  Short 
Biographical  Reviews  of  the  Donors 

BY 

Calvin  P.  Pierce 
MINISTERIAL  FUND 

1831  Joshua  Fisher  (Gift)  . $1,000.00 

1832  Heirs  of  Israel  Thorndike  (Gift  of  Dwelling  House)  2,562.03 

1836  Snake  Hill  Parsonage  Land  (Sale  of  land)  .  130.00 

1858  Joshua  Fisher  (Life  Insurance)  .  4,000.00 

1858  Joshua  Fisher  (Dwelling  House)  .  3,000.00 

1870  Charles  Davis  (Bequest)  .  1,000.00 

1884  C.  T.  Thayer  Fund  (Bequest)  .  5,000.00 

1898  Hannah  Bray  (Bequest)  .  1,000.00 

1899  William  Endicott  (Bequest)  .  2,000.00 

1911  Lydia  Stone  (Bequest)  . .  1,000.00 

1918  Emeline  S.  Robertson  (Bequest)  .  100.00 

1922  Chapel  on  Hale  Street  (Sale  of  Chapel)  .  400.00 

1929  Mary  A.  Butler  (Bequest)  . 10,000.00 

GENERAL  PARISH  FUND 

1934  Family  of  Roland  W.  Boyden  (Gift)  . $2,000  00 

1936  Abby  W.  and  Belle  Hunt  (Bequest)  . 38,000.00 

SUNDAY  SCHOOL  FUND 

1870  Charles  Davis  (Bequest)  . $5,000.00 

1889  Henry  Woodberry  (Bequest)  .  100.00 

1898  Hannah  Bray  (Bequest)  .  2,000.00 

1905  Albert  Perry  (Bequest)  .  1,000.00 

1909  Frances  E.  Wells  (Bequest)  .  100.00 

1911  Elizabeth  K.  Foster  (Bequest)  .  100.00 

1918  Emeline  S.  Robertson  (Bequest)  .  200.00 
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MISCELLANEOUS  FUNDS 
(Use  Restricted  to  Specific  Purposes) 


1858  Robert  Rantoul  (Request)  . $  300.00 

1929  Andrew  W.  Rogers  (Bequest)  .  2,000.00 

1929  Mary  Adelaide  Butler  (Bequest)  .  300.00 


SNAKE  HILL  PASTURE 

In  the  Beverly  Town  Records  of  June  1716,  page  79,  an  entry 
describes  an  action  by  the  town  alienating  about  eighty  five  acres  of 
the  common  lands  to  be  divided  and  distributed  to  certain  persons 
designated  as  “proprietors”. 

This  acreage  was  known  as  “Snake  Hill  Pasture”.  Lake  Shore 
Avenue  runs  by  the  southerly  side  of  Snake  Hill,  and  the  pasture, 
which  included  the  hill,  covered  substantially  a  territory  lying  between 
Essex  Street  on  the  west,  East  Lothrop  Street  and  Cross  Lane  on  the 
east  and  extending  southerly  beyond  Corning  Street. 

Th  is  acreage  was  divided  into  twenty  allotments  or  “stints”  and 
the  persons  to  whom  these  stints  were  assigned  by  action  of  the  town 
were  as  follows: 


To  the  ministry  of  the  old  Parish 

one 

stint 

Rev.  Thomas  Blowers 

two 

>> 

the  Poor  ye  food  of  a  cow 

one 

>> 

Sergt  Sami  Herrick 

one 

>> 

Andrew  Elliott 

one 

>> 

Nehemiah  Stone 

one 

a 

Lieut  Robert  Briscoe 

one 

t* 

Sergt  Joseph  Morgan 

one 

tt 

Joseph  Morgan  Junr. 

one 

tt 

John  Corning 

one 

tt 

Caleb  Wallis  his  heirs 

one 

tt 

Joseph  Tuck 

one 

tt 

Edmund  Gale 

one 

it 

George  Tuck 

one 

tt 

Benj  Cleaves 

one 

tt 

John  Tuck  Sen. 

one 

it 

Thomas  Cox 

one 

tt 

Benjamin  Ellingwood 

one 

tt 

John  Tuck  Junr. 

one 

it 

the  proprietor’s  records,  Robert  Rantoul 

gives  the  following 

description  of  the  boundaries: — 
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Map  of  Snake  Hill  Pasture,  drawn  by  Calvin  P.  Pierce 


■ 


...»  I 


; 


“The  pasture  is  described  as  containing  about  85  acres  including 
Snake  Hill  and  the  plain  by  the  iron  mine  spring  to  the  westward  of 
the  way  leading  from  the  bars  of  Richard  Woodburys  pasture  to  the 
nearest  part  of  the  way  from  the  outlet  and  to  the  eastward  of  that 
way  as  it  passes  over  below  Iron  mine  spring  (viz  Westerly  of  said 
spring)  until  it  falls  into  the  way  that  leads  eastward  from  Samuel 
Haskells  and  so  running  easterly  home  to  the  westerly  corner  of 
Andrew  Elliotts  pasture  on  that  side  that  is  bounded  by  said  way  and 
thence  by  said  Elliotts  fence  partly  and  partly  Sergt  Samuel  Herricks, 
Cornelius  Baker  and  Richard  Woodberries  home  to  the  bars  afore 
mentioned.  See  Town  Records,  Page  79,  June  1716.” 

It  was  not  until  eleven  years  after  these  assignments  were  made 
that  the  proprietors  organized.  The  first  meeting  was  held  May  3, 
1727,  and  John  Corning  was  chosen  moderator  and  the  last  meeting 
was  held  April  21,  1817,  Robert  Rantoul,  moderator.  Meetings  of  the 
proprietors  were  held  during  these  ninety  years,  in  the  early  part  of 
which  time,  committees  were  appointed  to  lay  out  the  stints  to  the 
various  proprietors,  each  stint  to  comprise  about  four  and  one  quarter 
acres. 

“PROPRIETORS  COMMITTEE  &  ASSESSORS 
OF  SNAKE  HILL  PASTURE" 


Committee 
Report 
of  the 
Laying 
out  the 
Ministry 
Rights 


“Whereas  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors  of  Snake  Hill  pasture 
In  Beverly  Legally  named  Sc  assembled  on  the  twenty  fifth  day  of 
March  anno  Domini  1736,  Josiah  Batchelder,  John  Balch  Junr  Sc 
Joshua  Dodge  were  Chosen  and  appointed  A  committee 
to  devide  and  set  out  the  two  Rights  in  said  pasture 
which  were  given  By  the  proprietors  of  the  Common 
Lands  In  Beverly  for  the  use  of  the  ministry  of  the  first 
parish  In  Sd  Beverly,  having  Regard  Both  to  quantity  Sc  quality  to 
Be  set  out  adjoining  upon  that  Way  formerly  Granted  to  the  Bakers 
by  the  Proprietors  of  sd  pasture  pursuant  to  wich  we  the  above  named 
have  servaied  the  sd  pasture  and  set  out  the  sd  two  Rights  Both  for 
quantyti  Sc  quality  in  the  manner  following — Viz. 

Bounded  Southward  by  the  highway  Which  Leads  towards  the 
house  formerly  Mr.  William  Prides,  thirty  five  poles  and  seven  tenths 
to  a  heap  of  Stones  by  the  Wall  Side,  Westwardlv  by  sd  Bakers  way 
and  land  of  the  trasks  Extending  forty  and  Eight  poles  to  a  heap  of 
Stones  by  Said  Trasks  Wall  then  Running  East  northerly  thirty  one 
Rods  and  three  tenths  to  a  Stake  Sc  heap  of  Stones  then  running 
South  Easterly  fifty  and  two  poles  and  eight  tenths  to  the  Stake  Sc 
heap  of  Stones  first  mentioned  By  sd  wall  the  hole  Containing  nine 


81 


£nibi;i:;ni  ?.B  Juodfi  ^ninisinco  ».&  bsdroigb  t\  jiu^xq 


"  W  qj  gniiqa  f>nim  noli  >dj  (d  nislq  *d*  bnc  JliH  sijmS 

lEril  lo  iy'ifi  trtztft  sdj  01  bns  nhuo  *dj  moi*  ^byt  adl  \o  tt*q  t*r!£3n 

J|  - 1  v  b'J  Y'i  'ftbnu'  i  i  lr.d)  obw  J;  rfj  id  otuj  i;q  aJJoiJH  wyibr.A 


1  > 


acres  and  one  half  acre  Wich  we  Esteme  to  Be  the  said  preportion  of 
sd  two  Rights  in  witness  whereof  We  have  set  hereunto  oure  hands 
and  Seals  this  Twenty  first  day  of  April  anno  Domini  one  thousands 
seven  hundred  &  thirty  six. 

Josiah  Batchelder  &  a  (s) 

John  Balch  Junr  &  a  (s) 

Joshua  Dodge  &  a  (s) 

Note: — the  symbols,  &  a  (s)  signifies,  and  a  seal. 

During  the  existence  of  the  organization,  ownership  of  title 
changed  to  all  the  assignments  apparently,  with  the  exception  of  that 
held  by  the  First  Parish  Ministry  and  this  lot  of  nine  and  one  half  acres 
was  not  conveyed  until  the  Parish  at  a  meeting  held  on  April  IS,  1836, 
just  one  hundred  years  after  the  lot  was  laid  out,  voted,  with  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  then  settled  minister,  Rev.  Christopher  T.  Thayer,  to  sell 
the  lands. 

Essex  Registry  of  deeds,  book  290,  page  259,  May  16,  1836, 
First  Parish  in  Beverly  conveys  to  Josiah  Lovett,  2nd.,  a  lot  of  nine 
and  one  half  acres  in  Snake  Hill  pasture,  consideration  $130.00. 

A  compete  examination  of  the  records  of  conveyance,  establishes 
that  this  lot  of  nine  and  one  half  acres  granted  by  the  town  of  Beverly 
for  the  use  of  the  ministry  of  the  First  Parish  in  Beverly,  lies  on  the 
northerly  side  of  Lake  Shore  avenue  and  is  now  a  part  of  the  estate  of 
Richard  C.  DeNormandie. 

THE  PARISH  FUNDS 

There  are  several  funds  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  First  Parish 
Church  in  Beverly  and  its  Sunday  School  which  have  been  established 
through  the  generous  gifts  of  members  and  friends  of  the  Church, 
now  deceased,  as  provided  by  their  will  and  otherwise,  covering  a 
period  of  many  years,  which  fairly  reflect  the  interest  they  held  for 
this  institution. 

These  funds  are  placed  under  the  care  of  a  properly  constituted 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Parish  who  supervise  their  prudent  invest¬ 
ment  and  discreet  control. 

In  view  of  the  nature  of  these  gifts  with  special  reference  to  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  to  be  used,  it  is  here  proposed  to  give  a 
brief  summary  of  these  donors  together  with  a  short  biographical 
review  of  each,  including  the  defining  clause  in  the  will  of  each,  in¬ 
dicating  the  manner  and  purposes  for  which  these  gifts  are  to  be 
employed. 

In  reviewing  their  kindly  sentiments  and  good  will  toward  the 
Parish,  there  comes  to  us  a  deep  impress  of  the  benign  spirit  and 
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friendly  attitude  of  these  departed  friends  which  these  gifts  convey 
and  which,  by  the  members  and  friends  of  the  Parish  of  the  present 
time,  are  sincerely  appreciated  and  rightfully  appraised. 

THE  MINISTERIAL  FUND  OF  THE  FIRST  PARISH 

IN  BEVERLY 

On  the  eighth  day  of  August,  1831,  Dr.  Joshua  Fisher  presented 
to  the  Parish  one  thousand  dollars,  “the  income  whereof  to  be  appro¬ 
priated  exclusively  towards  the  support  of  a  Public  teacher  of  Christ¬ 
ian  Piety  and  Morality  in  said  Parish  or  to  be  added  to  the  principal 
whenever  it  may  be  thought  expedient.” 

At  a  Parish  meeting  held  on  the  same  day,  seven  trustees  were 
chosen  to  manage  said  funds,  viz. — William  Thorndike,  Robert  Ran- 
toul,  Joshua  Lovett,  Samuel  Endicott,  Edward  Ford,  Charles  Stevens 
and  Cotton  Bennett  and  at  the  same  time  it  was  voted  that  an  applica¬ 
tion  be  made  to  the  General  Court  by  the  Parish  Committee  for  an  Act 
of  incorporation  of  the  trustees  of  the  said  Fund. 

At  the  next  session  of  the  General  Court  commencing  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  January,  1832,  a  petition  was  accordingly  presented 
and  an  Act  passed  incorporating  said  persons  as  trustees  of  the  Minis¬ 
terial  fund  of  the  First  Parish  in  Beverly. 

This  Act  authorized  Robert  Rantoul  to  call  the  first  meeting  of 
said  trustees  which  was  held  at  his  office  on  the  seventh  day  of  April, 
1832,  when,  they  all  being  present,  Robert  Rantoul  was  appointed 
chairman  and  Charles  Stevens  secretary  and  a  committee  consisting 
of  Robert  Rantoul,  William  Thorndike  and  Charles  Stevens  was  ap¬ 
pointed  to  report  by-laws  and  the  meeting  was  then  adjourned  to 
Saturday  the  21st  of  April  at  the  same  place. 

DOCTOR  JOSHUA  FISHER 

Dr.  Joshua  Fisher  was  born  in  Dedham,  May,  1749.  He  was 
graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1766  at  the  age  of  seventeen.  He 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  1770  and  practised  for  a  short  time  in 
Ipswich  and  Salem  but  soon  removed  to  Beverly  where  he  passed  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  In  the  early  part  of  the  revolutionary  period 
his  patriotic  spirit  seemed  to  prevail  as  he  sailed  from  Marblehead  on  a 
privateersman  as  a  surgeon. 

At  the  termination  of  this  service  he  became  interested  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  of  a  cotton  factory  at  North  Beverly,  but  returned  to  his 
practice  as  a  physician  in  which  profession  he  was  highly  successful. 
He  was  a  man  of  hjgh  moral  character  and  had  a  genuine  love  of 
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nature  and  as  an  evidence  of  this,  he  established  the  Fisher  Professor¬ 
ship  of  Natural  History  of  Harvard  University,  to  which  by  his  will 
he  gave  $20,000. 

Dr.  Fisher  was  President  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society, 
a  senator  of  the  Commonwealth,  President  of  the  Beverly  Bank  and 
the  Beverly  Charitable  Society.  He  founded  the  latter  in  1809  and 
left  to  it  a  munificent  bequest  by  his  will.  By  legislative  Act  of  1836, 
the  name  wras  changed  to  the  “Fisher  Charitable  Society.” 

He  was  a  very  liberal  benefactor  in  his  lifetime  and  the  legacies 
to  public  objects  as  provided  by  his  will,  were  bountiful  and  wisely 
distributed.  He  was  in  an  important  sense  a  public  man.  Dr.  Fisher 
died  in  Beverly,  March  15,  1833,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  four. 

In  1831,  Dr.  Fisher  gave  to  the  Parish  $1000  in  cash  and  this 
gift  provided  the  means  of  the  establishment  of  the  Ministerial  fund. 

In  1858,  there  came  to  this  fund  by  the  provisions  in  his  will, 
$3000,  which  was  obtained  by  the  sale  of  his  house  which  he  gave 
to  the  Parish  and  $4000,  which  was  deposited  with  the  Massachusetts 
Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company,  the  two  latter  amounts  coming  to 
the  Parish  upon  the  termination  of  the  life  interest  of  his  daughters. 

The  real  estate  which  Dr.  Fisher  devised  to  the  First  Parish 
Church  by  will  in  1833,  was  sold  by  the  Parish  to  Rev.  Christopher  T. 
Thayer  in  1858.  In  1889,  the  estate  became  the  property  and  resi¬ 
dence  of  Dr.  George  A.  Stickney  and  his  wife  Harriet  W.  Stickney. 
The  house  is  numbered  88  Cabot  street. 

EXTRACT  FROM  WILL,  DATED  NOVEMBER  8,  1830 

“To  the  first  parish  in  Beverly  their  successors  and  as¬ 
signs  forever,  I  give  and  devise  all  my  real  estate  the  rent, 
income  or  interest  if  sold  to  be  appropriated  to  the  support 
of  a  public  teacher  of  Christian  piety  and  morality  reserving 
however  to  my  daughters  Nancy  Bridge  and  Mary  Bridge 
to  them  Jointly  and  to  the  survivor  of  them  the  use  of  it  dur¬ 
ing  their  lives.” 

“To  the  first  parish  in  Beverly  to  be  kept  by  them  for¬ 
ever  as  a  fund  the  income  of  it  to  be  appropriated  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  income  of  the  real  estate  above  mea- 
tioned,  to  them  and  their  assigns  I  give  four  thousand  dollars 
of  the  property  deposited  by  me  in  the  office  of  the  Massachu¬ 
setts  Hospital  Life  Insurance  Company  reserving  however 
for  the  use  of  my  daughters  Nancy  Bridge  and  Mary  Bridge 
the  interest,  income  or  dividend  arising  from  it  during  their 
joint  lives  and  the  life  of  the  survivor.” 
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HON.  ISRAEL  THORNDIKE 


As  a  liberal  contribution  to  the  funds  of  the  First  Parish  Church 
came  by  reason  of  a  warm  regard  which  Israel  Thorndike  held  for 
this  institution,  it  is  desirable  to  give  here  proper  attention  to  the 
character  and  high  qualities  of  this  prosperous  and  patriotic  citizen 
of  the  revolutionary  period. 

Israel  Thorndike  was  born  in  Beverly  in  the  year  1755.  He  had 
no  advantages  of  education  except  that  provided  by  the  public  schools 
of  the  town,  but  a  vigorous  mind  afforded  the  means  of  self  advance¬ 
ment. 

Becoming  active  in  the  cause  of  the  American  revolution,  he  be¬ 
came  part  owner  and  captain  of  an  armed  private  ship  and  the  in¬ 
trepidity  and  diligence  with  which  he  conducted  his  cruises  were 
rewarded  with  distinguished  success. 

At  the  close  of  this  service  he  entered  business  life.  Sagacity  and 
strict  attention  to  his  various  commercial  enterprises,  brought  to  him 
an  immense  estate  which,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  amounted  to  nearly 
a  million  and  a  half  dollars. 

In  1810,  he  removed  his  business  to  Boston  but  retained  a  resi¬ 
dence  in  his  native  town  for  which  he  held  a  high  regard. 

He  was  a  member  of  the  convention  called  for  the  adoption  of 
the  United  States  constitution,  a  representative  and  a  senator  in  the 
Massachusetts  legislature. 

A  liberal  contributor  to  patriotic,  charitable  and  religious  objects, 
the  First  Parish  Church  received  a  remembrance  of  his  regard  in  an 
addition  to  its  funds  of  $2500,  received  from  the  sale  of  a  house  and 
land,  agreeably  to  his  expressed  intention  and  wish,  by  his  sons. 

This  part  of  his  estate  was  conveyed  by  Israel  Thorndike,  Charles 
Thorndike  and  Augustus  Thorndike  to  the  Parish  trustees  by  deed 
of  October  26,  1832,  and  by  these  trustees  the  property  was  conveyed 
to  Ingalls  Kittredge,  by  deed  of  February  1  1,  1833.  The  house  stood 
on  the  north-west  corner  of  Cabot  and  Federal  streets  and  the  Beverly 
National  Bank  building  now’  stands  on  the  site. 

March  28,  1792,  Israel  Thorndike  purchased  of  Lydia  Cabot, 
widowr  of  Andrew  Cabot,  the  Cabot  mansion,  w"hich  became  his  resi¬ 
dence  and  where  he  resided  at  the  time  of  his  death.  The  mansion 
now  forms  the  westerly  portion  of  the  City  Hall  building.  He  also 
possessed  a  large  area  of  land  in  what  is  now  Ward  2,  extend  ng  from 
Cabot  street,  eastward  to  the  waterfront. 

He  died  in  May,  1832. 
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HON.  ROBERT  RANTOUL 


Robert  Rantoul  was  born  in  Salem,  November  23,  1778.  In 
early  life  he  engaged  in  the  business  of  a  druggist,  which  he  carried 
on  successfully  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Assuming  the  duties  of 
a  justice  of  the  peace,  he  disposed  of  his  business  as  the  demands  of 
various  public  trusts  and  official  duties  occupied  his  entire  time  until 
late  in  life. 

His  public  life  was  active  and  prominent,  he  filling  several  public 
offices  of  both  town  and  state  and  serving  as  trial  justice  for  the  town 
from  1808  until  his  death  in  1858. 

He  served  as  Parish  clerk  within  that  period  for  many  years,  as 

deacon  for  forty  six  years,  and  was  deeply  devoted  to  the  interests  of 

the  Parish.  He  represented  the  town  in  the  General  Court  as  a 
representative  and  senator,  serving  on  committees  of  a  highly  important 
character.  His  military  service  extended  from  1805  to  1815. 

Mr.  Rantoul  was  chosen  by  the  town  to  present  the  address  of 
welcome  to  Lafayette  upon  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  Beverly,  August 
31,  1825. 

He  was  a  member  of  two  state  conventions  called  for  amending 

the  state  constitution  and  his  interest  in  town  affairs  is  plainly  in¬ 

dicated  by  his  attendance  at  every  town  meeting  held  in  Beverly, 
except  one,  in  a  period  of  fifty  five  years. 

He  was  considered  the  leading  citizen  of  his  time  and  his  private 
character,  constancy  and  unswerving  integrity  were  among  the  out¬ 
standing  features  of  his  life. 

As  an  executor,  administrator,  guardian  or  trustee,  he  held  in 
his  hands  a  large  number  of  estates  and  these  charges  he  served  with 
fidelity  and  with  charitable  consideration  of  those  whose  pecuniary 
means  were  limited. 

With  genuine  public  spirit,  he  freely  gave  much  time  in  the  years 
of  his  long  life  to  the  advancement  of  those  features  which  make  for 
the  best  in  community  life  and  the  honors  which  came  to  him  were 
the  prizes  he  fairly  earned  by  his  liberal  devotion  to  public  service. 
He  died  October  24,  1858,  in  his  eightieth  year. 

By  will,  Mr.  Rantoul  gave  to  the  First  Parish  Church  a  legacy 
of  three  hundred  dollars.  The  will  provides  that  the  income  shall 
be  added  to  the  principal  of  the  fund  until  the  annual  income  can  be 
safely  regarded  as  three  hundred  dollars. 

“Thereafter,  the  three  hundred  dollars  annually  shall  be  added 
to  the  salary  of  any  minister  who  has  been  settled  over  the  Parish  for 
twenty  five  years,  and  the  balance  of  the  income — or  the  whole  thereof 
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it  there  be  at  the  time  no  minister  twenty  five  years  in  service — shall 
be  appropriated  for  the  promotion  of  piety,  religion  and  morality 
within  said  Paraish.” 

This  fund  is  designated  the  “Robert  Rantoul  Fund.” 

CHARLES  DAVIS 

Mr.  Charles  Davis  was  born  in  Beverly  in  the  year  1815,  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Helen  Stevens  Davis.  Educated  in  the  public  schools 
of  his  native  town,  he  took  an  active  interest  in  public  affairs  in  his 
young  manhood  which  continued  unabated. 

Inheriting  a  fair  estate  upon  the  death  of  his  parents,  he  preserved 
his  patrimony  and  by  prudent  investments  and  business  acumen  in  his 
real  estate  and  other  business  employments,  he  accumulated  a  goodly 
estate,  which,  at  his  death,  the  inventory  revealed. 

Mr.  Davis  lived  a  steady  and  upright  life  and  his  personal  char¬ 
acter  won  for  him  the  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

A  devout  member  of  the  First  Parish  Church  and  liberal  in  its 
support,  his  service  as  deacon  covered  many  years  and  the  interest 
which  he  held  for  the  Parish  Sunday  school,  of  which  he  was  Super¬ 
intendent  in  his  early  and  late  years,  was  plainly  shown  in  his  will. 

He  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  Ministerial  Fund  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Board,  March  6,  1854,  and  served  until  his  death. 

Mr.  Davis  died  suddenly  while  sitting  in  a  chair  at  the  home  of 
his  friend,  Major  Wallis,  whose  house  stood  on  the  site  of  the  Ware 
Theater  building,  January  14,  1870. 

Funeral  service  for  Mr.  Davis  was  held  in  the  First  Parish 
Church  building,  January  17,  1870.  Members  of  the  various 

organizations  of  the  town,  Essex  Institute  and  friends  filled  the  au¬ 
ditorium  and  the  funeral  sermon  by  Rev.  John  C.  Kimball,  which 
included  a  eulogy  depicting  the  upright  character  and  well  employed 
life  of  Mr.  Davis,  was  truly  impressive.  It  was  printed  in  the  Beverly 
Citizen,  issue  of  March  22,  1870. 

His  will  provides  generous  bequests  to  the  Ministerial  and  Sun¬ 
day  school  funds  of  the  First  Parish  Church. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  WILL  OF  CHARLES  DAVIS, 

DATED  MAY  21,  1866 

Fifth :  “I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  religious  society  of 
the  First  Parish  in  Beverly  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars 
to  be  by  them  kept  invested  on  interest  for  the  use  and  benefit 
of  the  Sunday  School  belonging  to  said  society,  the  income 
thereof  to  be  annually  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  Superin- 
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tendent  of  said  School  and  by  him  applied  in  celebrating  the 
anniversaries  of  said  School  and  for  such  other  purposes  as 
he  may  elect.” 

Sixth:  “I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  religious  society  of 
the  First  Parish  in  Beverly  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars 
to  be  kept  invested  on  interest  and  added  to  the  Ministerial 
Fund  of  said  society  subject  to  the  same  conditions,  and  to  be 
applied  to  the  same  uses  and  purposes  that  the  said  fund  and 
income  thereof  now  are.” 

C.  T.  THAYER  FUND 

As  we  consider  the  designation  of  the  fund  to  which  this  review 
relates,  it  is  proper  to  give  suitable  recognition  of  the  life  and  services 
of  this  worthy  pastor  of  a  century  ago,  whose  physical  features  may  be 
seen  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the  Church  auditorium,  and  in  whose 
name  this  fund  was  established. 

Christopher  T.  Thayer  was  settled  over  the  First  Parish 
Church  as  a  Unitarian,  January  27,  1830. 

The  services  of  ordination  were  impressive  and  in  accordance 
with  the  prevailing  custom  of  that  time,  and  his  father,  who  was  the 
minister  of  the  church  at  Lancaster,  delivered  the  ordination  sermon 

While  the  call  of  the  Parish  was  not  unanimous,  and  revealed 
some  dissension,  the  length  of  his  pastorate  indicates  a  harmonious  and 
successful  term  of  service. 

Coming  from  Lancaster  to  Beverly,  Mr.  Thayer  was  a  descendant 
of  Andrew  Elliot,  our  first  town  clerk,  and  a  graduate  of  Harvard 
College  in  1824. 

He  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  town  during 
his  pastorate  and  served  as  chairman  of  the  Beverly  School  Board  for 
many  years. 

Mr.  Thayer  was  the  author  of  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
town’s  history, — a  “Bi-Centennial  address  on  the  two  hundredth  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  formation  of  the  First  Church.” 

He  lectured  on  various  subjects,  was  a  good  orator,  a  forceful 
public  speaker  and  his  sermons  were  animated  and  impressive. 

He  retired  from  this  pastorate  in  1858  after  a  service  of  twenty 
eight  years,  retaining  the  good  will  and  respect  of  the  parishioners 
and  townspeople,  passing  his  remaining  years  in  Boston,  where  he 
died  June  23,  1880. 
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Mrs.  Thayer,  who  shared  with  her  husband  the  affection  of  the 
people  of  the  Parish,  survived  her  husband  and  in  accordance  with 
his  expressed  wish,  she  provided  in  her  will  a  generous  bequest. 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  WILL  OF  AUGUSTA  B.  THAYER 

“To  the  First  Parish  Fund,  Beverly,  to  be  called  the 
‘C.  T.  Thayer  Fund,’  $5000.” 

HENRY  WOODBERRY 

Henry  Woodberry  was  born  in  Boston  in  1813  and  spent  most 
of  his  life  in  that  city.  He  never  married.  Because  of  failing  health, 
he  lived  the  last  months  of  his  life  in  Beverly  where  he  died  in  1889. 
He  bequeathed  $100  to  the  Sunday  School  of  the  First  Parish. 

WILLIAM  ENDICOTT 

William  Endicott  was  the  son  of  Robert  Endicott  who  came  from 
Danvers  to  Beverly  in  1771,  and  here  William  was  born  March  11, 
1799. 

In  his  youth  his  physical  health  was  below  the  common  standard 
and  this  continued  beyond  the  years  of  his  young  manhood.  In  early 
life  he  entered  the  employ  of  Robert  Rantoul,  who  carried  on  a  com¬ 
bined  business  of  drugs  and  dry  goods  in  the  building  now  standing 
on  the  north-east  corner  of  Cabot  and  Washington  streets. 

Upon  the  retirement  of  Mr.  Rantoul,  Mr.  Endicott  assumed  the 
business  and  continued  occupation  and  ownership  during  the  many 
years  of  his  active  business  life. 

As  a  boy  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  saw  from  the  roof  top  of  his 
father’s  house,  number  15  Bartlett  street,  the  naval  engagement  be¬ 
tween  the  United  States  frigate  Chesapeake,  Captain  James  Lawrence, 
and  the  British  frigate  Shannon,  Captain  Broke,  June  1,  1813,  in 
which  the  Chesapeake  was  captured  and  her  Captain  was  killed. 
This  memorable  affair  remained  clearly  in  his  memory  throughout  his 
life  and  to  it  he  frequently  adverted. 

He  attended  the  memorial  service  of  Captain  Lawrence  at  the 
Howard  street  church  in  Salem  and  was  much  impressed  by  the  ora¬ 
tion  of  Judge  Story  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  six  he  attended  the  dedication  ceremonies  of 
Bunker  Hill  monument  and  could  repeat  a  large  portion  of  the  ad¬ 
dress  of  Daniel  Webster. 

A  lifelong  and  devoted  member  of  the  First  Parish  Church,  he 
contributed  liberally  in  upholding  and  advancing  its  interests  and  was 
active  as  a  layman  and  administrator. 
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On  March  4,  1856,  he  was  chosen  a  trustee  of  the  Ministerial 
fund  on  the  occasion  of  the  death  of  trustee  Charles  S.  Giddings. 

As  Mr.  Endicott  was  born  prior  to  the  death  of  President  George 
Washington,  his  span  of  life  covered  that  of  twenty  five  presidents  of 
the  United  States,  the  last  being  President  McKinlev,  inaugurated 
March,  1897. 

In  early  life,  William  Endicott  formed  in  his  own  mind,  a  clear 
concept  of  the  correct  standards  of  human  conduct.  Succeeding  in 
the  attainment  of  these  and  holding  firmly  to  the  resolutions  of  his 
youth,  he  gathered  into  his  many  years  firm  friendships  as  well  as  the 
deep  respect  and  esteem  of  his  fellow  citizens. 

Had  his  life  been  extended  two  months  and  three  days  he  would 
have  been  one  hundred  years  of  age.  He  was  the  last  survivor  of  the 
sixth  generation  from  John  Endicott. 

In  full  possession  of  his  mental  faculties,  he  died  in  the  house 
which  he  owned,  which  stands  on  the  north-east  corner  of  Broadway 
and  Rantoul  street,  January  8,  1899.  His  wTill  contains  the  following 
clause : 

“I  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Trustees  of  the  Minis¬ 
terial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  Church  in  Beverly,  the  sum 
of  two  thousands  dollars,  the  income  annually  accruing 
therefrom  to  be  applied  at  the  discretion  of  the  said  trustees, 
to  the  payment  of  the  salary  of  the  Minister  of  the  said  First 
Parish  in  Beverly.” 

MISS  HANNAH  BRAY 

M  iss  Hannah  Bray  was  born  in  Beverly,  May  25,  1833,  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Hannah  Smith  Bray.  She  attended  the 
public  schools  and  passed  the  entire  time  of  her  life  amid  the  scenes 
and  associations  of  her  native  town,  a  wrell  known  and  highly  regarded 
resident. 

After  the  death  of  her  parents,  she  lived  alone  for  many  years 
in  the  house  which  came  into  her  possession  from  the  estate  of  her 

father.  She  owned  other  real  property  in  the  town  and  was  considered 
prudent  and  thrifty  in  the  management  of  her  business  affairs,  as 
showm  by  the  value  of  her  estate  at  her  death. 

Miss  Bray  was  long  a  member  of  the  First  Parish  Church  and 
her  attachment  was  indicated  by  her  gift  of  a  piano  and  the  liberal 
bequests  which  her  will  provided. 
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A  regular  attendant  at  church  services  and  a  warm  friend  of  the 
Sunday  School,  her  interest  in  both  was  genuine  and  constant.  At  her 
death,  her  nearest  relative  was  a  second  cousin. 

After  a  sickness  of  several  weeks,  she  died  at  her  home,  number 
41  Cabot  Street.  Her  will  contains  goodly  bequests  to  the  Church 
and  Sunday  School  and  was  filed  in  Essex  Probate,  May  11,  1898. 

Miss  Bray  died  May  3,  1898. 

.  EXTRACT  FROM  WILL 

“I  give  and  bequeath  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars 
to  the  First  Parish  of  said  Beverly,  the  income  to  be  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Sunday  School  connected  with  said  Parish, 
and  the  children  connected  therewith.  Without  intending  to 
restrict  the  use  of  said  income,  I  suggest  as  one  use  which 
would  meet  my  wishes,  an  annual  May  Festival.  I  give  and 
bequeath  to  said  First  Parish  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  added  to  its  Ministerial  Fund.  I  give  and  bequeath  to 
said  First  Parish  the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars,  said  sum 
and  its  accumulations  to  be  applied  toward  the  building  of 
a  Parish  House.” 

ALBERT  PERRY 

Albert  Perry  was  born  in  North  Beverly  in  1830.  In  1849  he 
sailed  around  the  Horn  to  California.  Returning  to  Beverly  in  1858, 
he  engaged  in  the  shoe  business,  at  first  in  the  firm  of  Foster  and 
Young  and  later  as  the  founder  of  Perry  and  Wood  Co.  In  1883  he 
became  a  Director  of  the  Beverly  National  Bank  and  was  its  President 
from  1891  until  his  death  in  1905.  He  was  also  a  Trustee  of  the 
Beverly  Savings  Bank  and  for  a  time  its  Vice  President. 

He  married  Miss  Adelaide  Sheldon  and  had  one  son,  Walter  A. 

Perry.  He  was  genial,  just  and  loyal  to  the  welfare  of  Beverly.  On 
his  death  in  1905  he  bequeathed  $5000  to  the  Beverly  Hospital,  $1000  j 
to  the  Sunday  School  of  the  First  Parish,  $1000  to  the  Second  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  in  North  Beverly,  and  $500  to  the  Beverly  Fuel 
Fund. 

MISS  FRANCES  E.  WELLS 

Frances  E.  Wells  was  born  in  Lawrence,  but  spent  much  of  her 
life  in  Beverly.  For  twenty-three  years  she  was  bookecper  for 
Whitcomb  Carter  Co.  She  was  Trustee  of  the  New  England  In- 
dustrial  Home  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb.  At  her  death  in  1909  she 
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bequeathed  $100  to  the  Sunday  School  of  the  First  Parish.  She  had 
many  friends. 

MISS  LYDIA  STONE 

Miss  Lydia  Stone  was  born  in  Beverly,  October  23,  1828,  a 
daughter  of  James  Stone.  She  came  from  an  early  settled  and  well 
known  family.  Her  grand  ancestor  in  Salem  colony,  Robert  Stone,  was 
a  Quaker  of  the  early  days  and  owned  a  large  acreage  at  the  head  of 
Bass  river  on  its  western  side. 

In  early  life  she  lived  with  her  parents  in  the  house  standing  at 
the  junction  of  Stone  and  Davis  streets  and  attended  the  public  schools 
of  her  native  towm. 

For  many  years  Miss  Stone  was  an  active  member  of  the  First 
Parish  Church,  a  regular  attendant  at  church  service  and  conforming 
to  her  concepts  of  life,  was  inclined  to  charitable  concerns. 

In  1848,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  she  became  a  member  of  the 
Beverly  Female  Charitable  Society  and  served  as  its  secretary  from 
1891  to  1900.  In  1886,  Miss  Stone  built  the  house  numbered  31 
Washington  street  in  which  she  lived  during  the  rest  of  her  life,  well 
regarded  by  her  neighbors  and  friends. 

At  the  time  of  her  death,  the  local  press  speaks  of  her  “as  a  lady 
of  quiet  and  retiring  nature  and  had  many  friends.”  Many  of  these 
now  living  refer  to  her  in  terms  of  high  respect. 

She  died  August  20,  1911,  at  the  advanced  age  of  83  years.  Her 
will,  filed  August  24,  1911,  contains  this  bequest: — 

“I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Ministerial  Fund  of  the 

Unitarian  First  Parish  Society  of  Beverly,  the  sum  of  one 

thousand  dollars,  the  income  to  be  used  toward  the  salary  of 

the  Pastor.” 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  K.  FOSTER 

Elizabeth  K.  Foster  was  born  in  Beverly  in  1821  and  lived  there 
until  her  death  in  1911.  A  sympathetic  friend  and  kind  neighbor, 
she  was  respected  and  beloved.  She  bequeathed  $100  to  the  Sunday 
School  of  the  First  Parish. 

MISS  EMELINE  S.  ROBERTSON 

M  iss  Emeline  S.  Robertson,  the  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Sarah 
Robertson,  was  born  in  Mobile,  Alabama.  Coming  to  Beverly  in 
her  youth,  she  was  educated  in  private  schools  and  at  advanced  in¬ 
stitutions  of  learning. 
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For  over  thirty  years  she  made  her  home  in  Cambridge  where  she 
was  employed  in  the  Cambridge  Public  Library,  continuing  in  her 
position  until  physical  infirmities  compelled  her  retirement,  when  she 
returned  to  Beverly  to  reside  with  relatives. 

She  became  a  member  of  the  Beverly  Female  Charitable  Society, 
and  her  membership  and  interest  in  the  First  Parish  Church  continued 
during  her  life.  Firm  in  her  interest  and  strongly  attached  to  the 
religious,  benevolent  and  friendly  associations  which  surrounded  her 
calm  life,  her  refinement  and  personal  qualities  drew  to  her  many 
friends  and  merited  respect. 

A  brief  obituary  press  review  describes  her  as  “a  woman  of  kind 
and  affectionate  nature ;  her  spirit  calm  and  sweet.  She  was  the  oldest 
member  of  the  First  Parish  Church  and  her  heart  warmed  for  its 
success.  She  had  a  keen  interest  in  local  institutions.” 

After  a  few  hours  of  severe  illness,  she  died  of  acute  pneumonia 
at  the  house  of  her  cousin,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Grose,  34  Dane  Street, 
with  whom  she  made  her  home,  May  16,  1918. 

In  her  will,  dated  August  15,  1917,  are  the  following  bequests: — 

“Eleventh:  I  give  and  bequeath  to  the  Trustees  of  the 
Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  in  Beverly,  Mass.,  the 
sum  of  one  hundred  dollars;  the  principal  to  be  securely  in¬ 
vested,  and  the  income  to  be  used  toward  the  minister’s 
salary.” 

“Twelfth:  I  give  to  the  First  Parish  Sunday  School 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars;  the  principal  to  be  securely 
invested  and  the  income  to  be  used  to  promote  the  work  of 
the  Sunday  School.” 

BEQUESTS  OF  MRS.  MARY  A.  BUTLER 

The  bequests  to  the  First  Parish  in  Beverly  found  in  the  will 
of  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Butler,  were  bestowed  by  reason  of  the  long  and 
harmonious  pastorate  of  her  husband,  Rev.  Ellery  Channing  Butler. 

Mr.  Butler  was  born  in  Otego,  N.  Y.  in  1842.  He  was  graduated 
from  Meadville  College,  Pennsylvania,  and  was  installed  pastor  of  the 
First  Parish  Church  in  Beverly,  March  7,  1872. 

The  annals  of  the  Parish,  if  fully  shown,  would  undoubtedly 
reveal  no  pastor  of  a  higher  standing  in  the  esteem  of  its  members  than 
him  to  whom  these  lines  refer. 

Devoted  and  constant  in  his  ministerial  work,  his  agreeable  com¬ 
panionship  and  scholarly  bearing,  prominent  among  his  other  com¬ 
mendable  qualifications,  he  drew  about  him  a  large  circle  of  firm  and 
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affectionate  friends.  His  style  of  preaching  was  practical  and  the 
principal  aim  of  his  discourses  was  to  produce  serious  impressions  in 
the  minds  of  his  hearers. 

When  he  decided  to  resign  the  pastorate,  he  received  from  the 
Church  and  the  citizens  of  Beverly  ample  testimonials  of  their  respect 
and  appraisal  of  his  service. 

In  the  separation  of  Rev.  Ellery  C.  Butler  from  the  First  Parish 
ministry,  the  church  lost  an  able  and  lovable  man. 

He  resigned  in  1894  after  a  service  of  twenty  two  years  and  re¬ 
moved  to  his  home  on  Russell  Park,  Quincy,  Mass.,  where  he  died  in 
1912. 

Mrs.  Mary  A.  Butler,  wife  of  Rev.  Ellery  C.  Butler,  is  remem¬ 
bered  as  a  lady  of  mild  and  refined  manner  and  who  during  the  long 
pastorate  of  her  husband,  was  highly  regarded  by  the  many  friends 
which  she  gathered  in  the  years  of  her  residence  in  Beverly. 

She  was  a  member  of  the  Parish  Aid  Society  and  was  interested 
in  its  activities.  Becoming  a  member  of  the  Beverly  Female  Charita¬ 
ble  Society,  Mrs.  Butler  continued  her  membership  until  she  removed 
to  Quincy,  Mass.,  upon  the  resignation  of  her  husband  from  the 
First  Parish  ministry. 

Mrs.  Butler  survived  her  husband  and  died  March  4,  1928,  at 
her  home  on  Russell  Park,  Quincy,  Mass. 

In  her  will,  dated  July  2,  1924,  are  the  following  generous  be¬ 
quests  which  concern  the  First  Parish  in  Beverly: — 

EXTRACT  FROM  WILL  OF  MARY  A.  BUTLER 

“IV.  I  give  to  the  First  Parish  of  Beverly,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  as  a  memorial  to  my  son,  Max  Lovell  Butler,  the  sum 
of  five  thousand  (5000)  dollars  for  the  purchase  and  installa¬ 
tion,  including  expense  of  appropriate  changes  in  the  Meet¬ 
ing  House  of  a  chime  or  a  peal  of  bells  and  the  necessary  ap¬ 
paratus  for  the  operation  of  the  same  in  the  present  or  any 
other  Meeting  House  of  said  Parish.  If  in  the  judgment  of 
my  executor  or  administrator,  said  sum  shall  not  be  sufficient 
for  the  purpose,  I  authorize  him  to  increase  it  by  such  further 
sums  as  he  deems  necessary  or  desirable,  leaving  the  amount 
to  his  discretion. 

“I  further  give  to  said  First  Parish  of  Beverly  the  sum 
of  three  hundred  (300)  dollars,  the  income  to  be  for  the 
purchase  of  flowers,  as  a  memorial  to  said  Ellery  Channing 
Butler,  to  be  placed  preferably  under  the  tablet  in  their 
Meeting  House  which  commemorates  him,  on  the  Sunday 
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in  May  in  each  year  nearest  to  the  tenth  of  the  month  and 
on  other  Sundays  if  the  income  shall  exceed  the  amount 
needed  for  the  Sunday  nearest  the  anniversary  of  his  death. 

“I  give  ten  thousand  (10,000)  dollars,  in  trust,  to  those 
•  • 

persons  who  shall  from  time  to  time  be  the  trustees  of  the 
Ministerial  Fund  of  the  First  Parish  of  Beverly,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  of  which  my  late  husband  Ellery  C.  Butler  was  pastor 
for  twenty  two  years.  This  gift  is  in  remembrance  of  the 
affectionate  relations,  during  his  long  pastorate,  between  him¬ 
self  and  his  many  friends  of  this  Parish,  and  it  is  my  wish 
that  the  above  gift  be  known  as  the  ‘Ellery  C.  Butler  Fund’. 

The  income,  and  so  much  of  the  principal  as  the  Trustees 
may  deem  advisable,  shall  be  paid  to  or  for  the  benefit  of  said 
First  Parish  Church,  in  such  form  and  manner  and  at  such 
times  as  said  Trustees  may  consider  of  most  benefit  to  said 
Parish.  Said  Trustees  shall  have  po'wer  to  invest  and  re¬ 
invest  said  fund,  power  to  sell  at  public  or  private  sale  any  of 
the  assets  of  said  fund,  and  if  at  any  time  there  shall  cease  to 
be  Trustees  of  said  Ministerial  Fund,  said  gift,  or  so  much 
thereof  as  may  then  remain,  shall  become  the  property  of 
said  First  Parish  of  Beverly,  free  from  trusts.  The  legacies 
in  this  Article  IV  shall  take  precedence  over  the  subsequent 
legacies  in  this  will.” 

ANDREW  W.  ROGERS 

Andrew  W.  Rogers  was  born  in  Chatham  on  Cape  Cod,  Novem¬ 
ber  5,  1851.  His  parents  moved  to  Orleans  where  he  attended  the 
public  schools.  In  early  life  he  followed  a  maritime  occupation  for  a 
short  time  and  coming  to  Salem  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
shoes  on  a  small  business  scale.  Coming  to  Beverly  with  the  late  Sid¬ 
ney  W.  Winslow  in  1886,  they  became  interested  in  the  development 
of  the  Naumkeag  Buffing  Machine  Company. 

At  about  this  time  he  became  interested  with  Mr.  Winslow  in 
the  possibilities  of  gas  and  electric  development  for  power  and  light¬ 
ing  purposes,  and  together  acquired  a  majority  interest  in  the  Beverly 
Gas  Company. 

It  was  in  the  utilities  field  that  Mr.  Rogers  showed  keen  business 
ability,  and  in  the  broadened  affairs  of  the  Company,  became  its  man¬ 
ager  and  treasurer,  and  president  in  1917. 

He  was  a  director  of  the  Beverly  National  Bank  in  1892,  be¬ 
came  its  president  in  1905,  and  chairman  of  the  committee  that  super¬ 
vised  the  erection  of  the  Beverly  National  Bank  building. 
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He  was  president  of  the  Beverly  Board  of  Trade  in  the  early 
days  of  its  organization  and  served  as  chairman  of  the  Liberty  Loan 
committee  during  the  World  War.  He  was  a  member  of  several 
organizations,  a  contributor  to  worthy  objects  and  a  leader  in  the 
financial  and  business  activities  of  the  city. 

He  died  November  23,  1928. 

Clause  Three  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Rogers,  reads: — 

“I  give  to  the  First  Parish  Unitarian  Church  of  Beverly, 
Massachusetts,  the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars,  the  income 
thereof  to  be  used  yearly  to  buy  Christmas  presents  for  the 
younger  Sunday  School  children  as  the  committee  in  charge 
may  decide.” 

ROLAND  W.  BOYDEN 

Roland  W.  Boyden  was  born  in  Beverly,  October  18,  1863,  the 
son  of  William  C.  and  Amy  L.  Boyden.  He  received  early  education 
in  the  public  schools  of  Beverly,  prepared  for  college  at  Phillips  Exeter 
Academy  and  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1885. 

After  a  short  period  of  teaching  in  the  Beverly  High  School,  he 
entered  Harvard  Law  School  from  which  he  received  the  degree  of 
L.L.B.  in  1888,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  year. 

After  spending  a  short  time  in  the  law  offices  of  H.  P.  Moulton 
of  Salem  and  Heman  W.  Chaplin  of  Boston,  he  formed  a  partnership 
with  Charles  I.  Giddings,  which  continued  until  the  death  of  the 
latter  in  1893.  In  1894  he  joined  a  law  firm  in  Boston  which,  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  was  known  by  the  firm  name  of  Ropes,  Gray,  Boy¬ 
den  and  Perkins  and  which  became  the  largest  law  firm  in  New 
England. 

Broadened  by  charitable,  business  and  legal  employments  which 
brought  him  into  active  contact  with  large  affairs  and  men  engaged 
in  them,  he  became  a  leader  in  various  institutions  in  and  without  his 
native  city,  being  for  many  years  President  of  the  Beverly  Savings 
Bank,  a  director  of  the  Beverly  National  Bank  and  prominent  in  the 
executive  affairs  of  the  Beverly  Hospital  and  the  Beverly  Historical 
Society. 

For  more  than  a  decade  he  was  chairman  of  the  Beverly  School 
Board  and  brought  the  full  force  of  his  influence  in  improving  the 
standard  of  the  city’s  schools. 

Mr.  Boyden  was  a  leader  in  the  Boston  Bar  Association,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Boston  Chamber  of  Commerce  and  his  legal  services  and 
sound  judgment  were  earnestly  sought  in  the  affairs  of  large  business 
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and  banking  institutions.  It  would  indeed,  be  difficult  to  give  a  com¬ 
plete  list  of  his  public  activities. 

He  was  active  in  official  and  patriotic  movements  and  during  the 
war  with  Germany,  he  served  with  marked  efficiency  on  several  gov¬ 
ernmental  assignments,  national  and  international,  of  very  important 
character,  his  work  being  highly  appraised  by  the  governments  which 
he  served,  as  indicated  by  a  bestowal  of  various  expressions  of  their 
deep  appreciation.  His  official  duties  did  not  terminate  until  his  death. 

He  was  mild  of  manner,  of  excellent  personal  character,  a  good 
friend,  a  generous,  just  and  kindly  man  whose  entire  life  was  filled 
with  good  deeds. 

A  lifelong  member  of  the  First  Parish  Church,  he  was  a  liberal 
contributor  to  its  welfare  and  deeply  devoted  to  its  interests. 

He  died  suddenly  on  October  18,  1931,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 

In  fulfillment  of  his  expressed  wish,  the  family  of  which  he  was 
a  member,  has  contributed  the  sum  of  $2000  to  the  Parish  funds  to 
be  designated  the  “Roland  W.  Boyden  Fund.” 

THE  MISSES  ABBY  W.  AND  BELLE  HUNT 

The  Misses  Abby  W.  and  Belle  Hunt  were  of  a  Boston  family 
and  while  maintaining  a  home  in  Boston,  owned  and  occupied  for  much 
of  the  time  a  home  in  Beverly  on  the  estate  known  as  Dawson  Hall  at 
Burgess  Point,  which  was  considered  as  one  of  the  most  attractive 
residences  on  the  North  Shore. 

They  established  residence  in  Beverly  in  1896,  attended  religious 
service  at  the  First  Parish  Church  and  were  liberal  in  its  support. 

The  sisters  travelled  widely  on  the  American,  European  and  East¬ 
ern  continents  and  were  well  informed  in  all  subjects  which  attract 
and  interest  the  traveller. 

Well  educated  and  refined,  their  association  was  highly  pleasing 
and  agreeable  to  all  in  their  acquaintanceship. 

Lovers  of  art  and  architecture,  they  collected  excellent  types  and 
plans  of  such  works  as  conformed  to  their  tastes  and  many  of  these 
features  they  carried  into  the  physical  improvements  of  their  Beverly 
homestead  as  illustrated  by  the  beautiful  Italian  gardens  which  they 
maintained. 

Lovers  of  nature,  they  were  firm  friends  of  the  animals,  the  birds 
and  the  flowers  and  their  association  with  these,  brought  to  them  a 
goodly  part  of  the  recreation  and  enjoyment  which  filled  the  pleasant 
hours  at  their  Beverly  home. 
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Many  lines  could  be  written  expressive  of  their  benevolence  and 
kindly  consideration  of  the  various  institutions  and  worthy  public 
objects  which  were  beneficiaries  in  the  final  disposition  of  their  estates. 
To  all  engaged  in  their  employment  and  confidence,  generous  be¬ 
quests  were  made  in  recognition  of  faithful  service  and  none  were 
overlooked. 

The  will  of  each  will  stand  as  a  record  of  goodly  deeds,  firmly 
implanted  in  the  esteem  of  the  many  beneficiaries,  in  whom  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  these  gracious  ladies  will  abide. 

Miss  Abby  W.  Hunt  was  born  in  Weymouth,  in  the  year  1850. 
Her  will,  allowed  January  23,  1934,  contained  many  munificent  be¬ 
quests  and  included  the  following  provision: — 

“19  To  the  First  Parish  of  Beverly,  the  religious  or¬ 
ganization  of  the  Unitarian  Church  in  Beverly,  Mass., 
$50,000.” 

She  died  December  14,  1933,  in  her  eighty  fourth  year. 

*  Miss  Belle  Hunt  was  born  in  Boston,  in  the  year  1860.  Her  will 
allowed  in  Essex  Probate,  February  11,  1936,  contained  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  bountiful  bequests  and  upon  the  occasion  of  her  death,  many 
bequests  contained  in  the  will  of  her  sister  Abby,  were  released  and 
distributed. 

She  died  January  17,  1936,  in  her  seventy  sixth  year. 
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Entire  Collection  of  Parish  Silver 
Sixteen  Pieces 

Numbers  correspond  with  those  in  the  list  on  pages  99  and  100 


1 1 

Plate 

(Revere) 

1801 


Covered  Mug 
1747 


Covered  Mug 
1746 


10 

Tankard 

15 

( Revere) 

Open  Silver 

1798 

1831 

16 

Baptismal  Bo' 

•vl 

12 

1772 

13 

Plate 

Plate 

(Revere) 

( Revere) 

1801 

1801 

3 

1 

Open  Mug 
1718 

2 

en  Mug 

Open  Mug 

1735 

1729 

14 

Plate 

1801 


Covered  Mug 

1754  7 

Covered  Mug 
1754 


8 

Covered  Mug 
1778 


9 

Closed  Mug 
1785 
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INTERESTING  AND  CURIOUS 
ITEMS  OF  ANTIQUITY 


THE  PARISH  SILVER 

A  Much  Prized  Collection 
Owned  by  the  First  Church  of  Beverly 

1.  One  silver  mug,  marked,  “The  Gift  of  Robt.  Brisco  1718.” 

2.  One  silver  mug,  marked,  “The  Legacy  of  Rev.  and  Mr. 
Tho.  Blowers  to  the  First  Church  in  Beverly  Dec’d.  June  the  17th, 
1729.” 

3.  One  silver  mug,  marked  “The  Gift  of  Hannah  Stone  to  the 
First  Church  of  Beverly  1735.” 

4.  One  silver  mug,  covered  marked  “The  Legacy  of  Deacon 
William  Dodge  to  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Beverly  who  died 
Jan’ry  8th,  1746  — .” 

5.  One  silver  mug,  covered,  marked  “The  half  of  this  vessel  was 
Given  to  the  First  Church  of  Christ  in  Beverly  by  Capt.  I.  Herrick 
and  his  two  Sons  and  the  other  half  by  Deacon  I.  Wood  and  his  two 
Sons  H.,  H.  I.,  H.  1747  I.  W.  I.  W.” 

6.  One  silver  mug,  covered,  marked  “By  a  Subscription  of  a 
number  of  the  Brethren  &  Sisters  of  the  First  Church  in  Beverly, 
procured  &  collected  by  John  Thorndike  junr.  one  of  the  Church 
A.  D.  1754.” 

7.  One  silver  mug,  covered,  marked  “Purchased  with  six  pounds 
of  ye  stock  of  the  First  Church  in  Beverly  &  a  Subscription  of  ye 
Brethren  &  Sisters,  procured  &  collected  by  John  Thorndike  Junr. 
one  of  ye  Church  A.  D.  1754.” 

8.  One  silver  mug,  covered,  marked  “The  Gift  of  Mrs.  Mary 
Barnard,  Relict  of  the  Rev.  John  Barnard  of  Marblehead,  to  the  First 
Church  in  Beverly  1778.” 

9.  One  silver  mug,  covered,  marked  “The  Gift  of  Mrs.  Eliza¬ 
beth  Boyles  to  The  First  Church  in  Beverly  1785.” 

10.  One  silver  tankard,  covered,  marked  “The  property  of  the 
First  Church  in  Beverly.  Bought  with  the  church’s  stock  by  a  com- 
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mittee  consisting  of  the  Pastor,  and  Deacon  Benjamin  Cleaves,  and 
Deacon  Robt.  Roundy  1798.” 

11,  12,  13,  14.  Four  silver  plates,  marked  “The  property  of 
the  First  Church  of  Beverly.  Purchased  by  the  Pastor,  Deac’n  Benj’n 
Cleaves,  and  Deac’n  Robert  Roundy,  1801.” 

15.  One  open  silver  cup,  marked  “Presented  by  Mrs.  Mary 
Dane  to  the  First  Church  in  Beverly,  March  2d,  1831.” 

16.  One  silver  baptismal  bowl,  marked  “The  Property  of  the 
First  Church  in  Beverly,  June  1772.” 

The  following  articles  of  historical  interest  are  also  owned  by  the 
First  Church : 

The  christening  robe  used  during  the  pastorate  of  the  Rev.  Joseph 
Champney  1729-1773. 

The  study  chair  used  by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Champney. 

THE  PULPIT  BIBLE 

In  1773  the  Bible  which  rests  today  on  the  pulpit  desk  was  bought 
by  subscription  among  members  of  the  Parish,  and  was  presented  to 
the  Church.  It  is  the  1759  printing  of  the  King  James’  version,  and 
came  from  the  press  of  Thomas  Baskett,  Printer  to  the  King’s  Most 
Excellent  Majesty.  Public  reading  of  the  Scriptures  was  first  intro¬ 
duced  May  2,  1773.  Before  that  time  it  had  been  avoided  as  an 
Episcopal  practice  which  was  distasteful  to  the  Puritans. 

The  Bible  was  re-bound  and  the  Singing  Pew  furnished  by  a 
number  of  ladies  in  1804.  It  was  again  re-bound  in  1845. 

FIRST  PARISH  RECORDS 

The  records  of  the  First  Church  in  Beverly  from  1667  to  1772 
were  copied  by  William  P.  Upham  and  printed  by  the  Essex  Institute 
of  Salem  in  1905.  The  baptismal  records  were  annotated  by  Augustus 
A.  Galloupe.  There  were  fifty  signers  of  the  original  church 
covenant.  All  the  parish  records  are  preserved  in  a  safe  in  the  build¬ 
ing  of  the  Beverly  Historical  Society. 

(Furnished  by  Mr.  Charles  Woodberry.) 

Massachusetts  Archives  at  State  House,  Boston 

1668 

BASS  RIVER 
FREEMEN 

Peter  Woodbery  [others  illegible]  Being  inhabitants  of  Bass- 
River  in  Salem  &  desirous  to  bee  free  of  this  Colony  are  all  of  them 
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Communion  Silver 

Used  in  Present  Communion  Service 
Numbers  correspond  with  those  in  the  list  on  pa^es  99  and  109 
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Covered  Mug 
1746 

10 

I  I  Tankard 

Plate  (Revere) 

(Revere)  1798 

6  1801 

Covered  Mug 
1754 
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Plate 
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Covered  Mug 
1747 
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approued  members  of  or  Church  at  Bass-Rivr  aforesaid  in  full 
Comunion  with  us  &  without  offence 

29:2:  1668.  per  me  John  Hale  Pastor 

of  ye  Church  at  Bass  Rivr 

Thomas  Lorthropp  &  John  hill  doe  testifie  that  these  persons 
aboue  mentioned  are  settled  inhabytants,  householders  &  aboue  24 
years  of  age 

Tho  Lorthropp 
John  Hill 

All  these  Admitted  to  freedom  by 
ye  whole  Court  14  may  1668. 

(From  manuscript  of  Mr.  Charles  Woodberry.) 

AN  EMINENT  DELIVERENCE  OF  MR.  JNO  HALE 
OF  BEVERLY  &  HIS  FAMILY  FROM  LIGHTNING 

Fbr :  19,  168  8/9 

His  relation  whereof  is  this.  My  wife,  two  maids  Sc  two  children 
were  by  ye  kitchen  fire;  myself  with  Deacon  Hill  in  my  study  Sc  hear- 
ing  ye  thunder  smart,  were  going  down  to  Comfort  ye  family  Sc  as  we 
came  to  ye  head  of  ye  Staires  (D.  Hill  part  down)  we  were  both 
struck  w’th  Lightning  in  our  right  Armes  Sc  right  Legs,  yet  neither 
of  us  heard  ye  thunder  or  saw  ye  Lightning;  He  wTas  less  strook,  Sc 
sooner  got  down  staires;  I  wras  truck  down  upon  my  knees,  by  ye  post 
we  used  to  lay  hands  on,  as  \vc  goe  up  Sc  down  staires  Sc  unable  to  stirr 
for  some  time;  but  heard  som  of  my  family  crying  out  of  hurt  below; 
at  last  I  got  down,  my  foot  as  it  were  dead,  Sc  leg  full  of  paine,  but 
wth  help  got  to  lie  down  on  a  bed  ;  my  elbow  seemed  out  of  joynt,  Sc 
arm  hung  dowTn  like  a  stick ;  wth  mch  paine  in  it,  but  my  fingers  seemed 
dead ;  I  have  a  bruise  on  my  face,  but  suppose  it  might  be  wTth  my  fall. 
In  less  yn  hour  I  found  life  in  all  my  limbs,  Sc  that  no  bone  wTas 
broken  or  joynt,  unless  some  small  starting  out  of  a  bone  in  my  wrist 
(praised  be  ye  Lord)  I  find  ye  post  I  was  by,  shivered  on  3  sidese.  But 
to  come  to  ye  Rest ;  ye  Lightning  came  down  ye  chimney,  brake  out 
some  bricks  just  above  ye  mantle  tree;  Hurt  my  wife  and  English  maid 
on  their  heads,  Sc  ye  negro  on  her  right  Arm,  yet  all  pretty  well  againe 
(thro’  mercy)  it  bowTed  out  two  paines  of  glass  in  ye  kitchen,  but  brake 
out  no  glass  Sc  on  ye  other  side  of  ye  house  beat  out  ye  bottom  of  a 
paile,  and  touch  severall  pewter  platters ;  on  ye  top  of  ye  kitchen 
Chimney  it  brake  out  20  bricks;  and  on  ye  other  side  of  ye  roof  made 
an  hole  about  8  foot  long  Sc  then  beat  out  ye  North  end  of  ye  kitchen 
about  8  foot  long  Sc  3  foot  wide,  Sc  tore  out  many  other  boards  at  ye 
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end.  Without  doors  it  killed  me  a  cow,  and  in  ye  stable  one  Lamb 
wch  the  Lord  accepted  of  instead  of  our  lives.  How  unsearchable  are 
his  ways  &  paths  past  finding  out  &c.  I  find  no  mark  on  my  body 
but  a  blue  spot  on  my  heele  a  *4  of  an  inch  long  &  so  wide  &  some¬ 
what  sore  &  one  spot  on  ye  sole  of  of  my  foote  but  not  sore. 

Taken  out  of  his  own  Letter  sent  to 
his  Bro:  Wilson  in  Charlestowne, 

Rev.  Jno  Hale,  above  referred  to  was  the  first  pastor  of  the  Bev¬ 
erly  First  Parish,  and  lived  at  that  time  on  Hale  St.,  almost  opposite 
the  present  Bancroft  House. 

(From  Beverly  Town  Records.) 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Select  men  February  ye  2  170  2/3 

Reconed  with  Jonathan  Rayment  for  timber  for  a  pare  of  Stocks 
&  for  hailing  sd  timber  to  our  meeting  house. 

Paid  to  Nathaneell  Hayward  for  a  Whele  for  our  bel  and  other 
work  done  to  meeting  hous.  1..00..00. 

Paid  to  Peter  Wooding  for  puting  up  ye  vane  of  ye  meeting  hous 

Ordered  that  Collector  Robert  Morgan  pay  unto  Peter  Groves 
Thirteen  Shillings  &  Sixpence  out  of  the  Towns  Money  in  his  hands 
1  it  being  for  Making  &  Setting  up  a  whipping  post — 5  January 
173  5/6 

Robert  Hale  Town  Clerk 


(From  the  Parish  Records.) 

LETTER  FROM  THE  REV.  JOSEPH  WILLARD 

TO  THE  PARISH  AND  CHURCH  ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  HIS  ELECTION 

TO  THE  PRESIDENCY  OF  HARVARD  COLLEGE,  WHICH  OFFICE 

HE  LATER  ACCEPTED. 

To  the  inhabitants  of  the  first  parish  in  Beverly  in  parish-meeting  as¬ 
sembled  Novr  19,  1781. 

Brethren, 

When  I  settled  in  this  place  I  had  no  thoughts  but  of  continuing 
with  you  in  the  work  of  the  ministry,  during  my  life.  But  God,  in 
his  providence,  has  so  ordered,  that  I  have  been  unanimously  elected, 
by  the  Corporation  and  Overseers  of  Harvard  College  in  Cambridge, 
to  the  office  of  President  of  that  Society ;  and  by  a  Committee  from 
them,  have  been  desired  to  accept  that  trust,  as  one  of  great  impor¬ 
tance,  and  which  presents  a  sphere  of  usefulness  to  mankind,  much 
more  extensive  than  my  present  one.  This  election,  for  a  good  while, 
greatly  embarassed  my  mind,  and  I  found  it  difficult  to  determine  what 
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Communion  Silver 
Made  by  Paul  Revere 

Numbers  correspond  with  those  in  the  list  on  pages  99  and  100 


10 

Tankard 

1798 

II 

Plate 

1801 

12 

Plate 

1801 


13 

Plate 

1801 


i 


' 


'.v  ....  ,  "  : 


I  ought  to  do.  But  after  a  prayerful  consideration,  weighing  things 
on  every  side,  and  consulting  the  most  judicious  persons,  I  have  been 
inclined  to  think,  that  duty  calls  me  to  accept  the  invitation  from 
Cambridge.  And  this  weighs  much  with  me,  that  should  I  go  there, 
it  will  not  be  a  deserting  of  the  service  of  the  churches  of  Christ,  but 
I  shall  be  more  in  the  way  of  promoting  their  interests,  by  being  at 
the  head  of  one  of  those  societies,  from  whence  they  are  supplied  with 
pastors.  It  has  indeed  given  me  great  pain,  when  I  have  thought  of 
a  dissolution  of  my  pastoral  relation  to  you,  among  whom  I  have  lived 
in  love  and  peace,  for  so  long  a  time  and  to  whom,  I  hope,  my  ministry 
has  not  been  altogether  unprofitable.  But  as  I  have  seemed,  by  the 
voice  of  providence,  to  be  called  to  leave  you,  I  have  at  length  been 
induced  to  consult  the  brethren  of  the  church  upon  the  subject,  and 
have  asked  their  consent  to  my  going  to  Cambridge.  After  several 
meetings,  they  have  concluded  not  to  act  as  a  separate  body,  but  with, 
and  as  a  part  of  the  parish.  The  matter  is  therefore  referred  to  you 
brethren,  at  this  meeting,  and  I  ask  of  you  that  consent,  which  I  be¬ 
fore  asked  of  the  church,  when  they  met  by  themselves. 

I  pray  that  you  may  have  all  needed  direction  from  above,  and 
may  be  led  to  that  decision,  which  will  eventually  be  most  for  the 
divine  glory. 

I  am,  brethren, 

your  affectionate  pastor 

JOSEPH  WILLARD 


(From  the  original  bill  now  to  be  found  among  the  records  of  the  First  Parish.) 

1785  Dr  The  first  Parish  of  Beverly  to  Lar.  Thorndike 


May  11th  &  12  to  Entertaing  the  Counsal  &  Diluates  &  other  Gentle¬ 
men  at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  Joseph  McKeen  viz 


30  Boles  of  punch  Before  the  peopel  went  to  meting  at  2s  .  £  3  0 

80  peopel  Eating  the  morning  at  Is  6d  .  6  0 

10  Bottels  of  Wine  Before  went  to  meetings  at  3s  .  1  10 

68  Dinners  at  3s  .  10  4 

44  Boles  of  punch  while  at  Dinner  &  after  Dinner  at  2s  .  4  8 

18  Bottels  of  wine  at  3s  . 2  14 

6  peopel  Drank  tea  at  Is  6d  .  9 

40  horses  . ’  3  0 

4  horses  two  Days  &  nights  . 0  16 

8  Boles  of  Brandy  .  0  12 

Cherry  Rum  .  1  0 

3  of  the  Gentlemen  servants  2  meals  Each  k  Drink  the  day  .  0  12 


£34  5 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


0 
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as  it  appears  by  the  bill  of  fair  Colo  Larkin  thorndike  is  a  looser 
By  the  Entertainment,  the  Committee  agree  to  allow  . 


2  0  0 


36  5  0 

Col.  Thorndike  was  Captain  of  the  Minute-men  of  the  lower 
Parish  of  Beverly,  who  marched  for  Lexington,  and  reached  Meno- 
tony  (now  Arlington),  to  intercept  the  British  on  their  retreat  from 
Concord  to  Lexington,  on  April  19,  1775.  He  was  subsequently 
promoted  to  a  Colonel,  March  4,  1778,  8th  Regt.  He  kept  a  public 
house  at  the  corner  of  Hale  and  Briscoe  Sts.  Died  at  Ipswich  Dec. 
19,  1796. 


(From  the  Parish  Records.) 

LETTER  FROM  REV.  JOSEPH  McKEEN 

ON  THE  OCCASION  OF  HIS  ELECTION  TO  THO  PRESIDENCY  OF 
BOWDOIN  COLLEGE,  WHICH  OFFICE  HE  LATER  ACCEPTED 

To  the  people  of  the  first  church  and  parish  in  Beverly. 

Men  and  Brethren, 

Having  been  elected  by  the  trustees  and  overseers  of  Bowdoin 
college  to  the  presidency  of  that  institution,  and  having  after  mature 
deliberation  thought  it  my  duty  to  accept  the  appointment,  I  have  not 
without  pain  contemplated  a  removal  from  this  place,  where  I  have 
lived  happily  for  more  than  seventeen  years. 

The  invitation,  which  I  now  have  to  leave  you,  was  not  solicited 
on  my  part;  but  the  providence  of  God  has  opened  a  new  field  of  labor 
for  me,  in  which  I  may  be  as  usefully  employed  as  I  could  be  here,  and 
where  I  may  have  greater  advantages  for  the  education  of  my  children. 
I  therefore  request  you  to  consent  that  my  pastoral  and  ministerial 
relation  to  you  may  be  dissolved  on  the  23d  day  of  August  next,  or  on 
any  earlier  day,  which  may  be  agreeable  to  you.  Your  conference  will 
confer  a  new  obligan  on  me  to  pray  for  your  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare. 

In  the  bonds  of  Christian  love,  I  am  your  humble  servant 
Beverly,  21  June  1802.  JOSEPH  McKEEN 
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Baptismal  Font 


in  Northeast  Corner  of  the  Church 


f 
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(From  the  original  bill  now  to  be  found  among  the  records  of  the  First  Parish.) 

MARCH  11th  1786 

The  first  Pairrish  in  Beverly  Dr  to  S.  Goodridge  for  Expinces  for  the 
Pairrish  Commetty 

to  Six  Dinners  12  |  to  tow  bouls  of  Punch  4  |  .  £0  16  0 

Do  to  five  bouls  half  of  Grog  7  |  4  to  one  bottel  wine  5  |  .  0  12  4 

Do  to  nine  Suppers  18  |  to  Eight  boul  half  flip  and  grog  11  |  4  ..  1  9  4 

24  to  thre  bouls  of  Punch  6  |  to  fore  Suppers  grog  6  |  4  .  0  12  4 

April  8  to  tow  bouls  grog  2  |  to  five  Suppers  7  |  6  bouls  Punch 

grog  .  0  11  10 

Do  28  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  to  a  boul  half  Punch  2  |  6  .  0  8  6 

Do  to  thre  bouls  grog  4  ]  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  .  0  10  0 

May  9  to  tow  bouls  Punch  4  |  to  grob  1  j  8  .  0  5  8 

July  22  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  to  a  boul  of  Punch  2  .  0  8  0 

to  a  boul  grog  1  |  to  tow  Dinners  4  |  .  0  5  0 

Do  23  to  a  Boul  of  Punch  2  j  to  a  boul  grog  1  |  8  .  0  3  8 

Do  24  to  thre  Dinners  6  j  to  fore  bouls  grog  5  |  4  .  0  11  4 

to  one  boul  Punch  2  |  one  Supper  1  |  .  0  3  0 

Do  25  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  to  tow  bouls  grog  2  |  8  .  0  8  8 

to  thre  bouls  and  thre  quarters  grog  5  j  to  half  a  boul 

Punch  1  |  . . .  6  0 

Do  30  to  tow  Dinners  4  |  Do  to  tow  Dinners  4  ]  .  0  8  0 

Augst  18  thre  bouls  half  grog  4  |  8  to  tow  Dinners  4  |  .  0  8  8 

Do  21  to  tow  bouls  grog  2  |  8  to  thre  Dinners  6  .  0  8  8 

Do  to  thre  bouls  grog  4  |  to  one  bottel  wine  5  |  .  0  9  0 

Do  24  to  fore  Suppers  4  J  8  to  thre  bouls  grog  4  |  .  0  8  8 

Sept  3  to  grog  6  ]  fore  Suppers  5  |  4  to  tow  bouls  Punch  4  |  .  0  15  4 

to  grog  and  Paper  3  j  11  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  .  0  9  11 

Do  24  to  grog  2  [  8  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  to  tow  bouls  Punch  4  |  ....  0  12  8 

Do  25  to  a  boul  Punch  2  |  to  thre  Dinners  6  |  .  0  8  0 

to  grog  2  |  8  to  flip  1  |  to  grog  6  |  to  flip  2  |  0  . 0  6  2 

Do  to  grog  .  0  3  4 


£11  0  0 

Erros  accepted  Pr  Samuel  Goodridge  9  4 


£10  10  8 

5  5  8 


5  5  8 

Samuel  Goodridge  Esqr  Committee  of  Correspondence  and  Public 
Safety  during  Revolutionary  War;  Justice  of  the  Peace,  &c.  Very 
prominent  and  active  in  the  public  service.  He  kept  a  public  house, 
near  where  the  Catholic  Church  is  now  located. 
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ORGANIZATION 

OF  THE 

FIRST  PARISH  IN  BEVERLY 

UNITARIAN 

Organized  1667 

225  Cabot  Street,  Beverly,  Massachusetts 
Parish  House:  9  Federal  Street 

MINISTER 

REV.  WILLIAM  H.  GYSAN,  MA.,  TH.D. 

Residence:  53  Lothrop  Street 
Telephone  3850 

OFFICERS  AND  COMMITTEES  FOR  1942 

MODERATOR:  Dr.  C.  Boardman  Burnham 
CLERK:  Edward  H.  Ober 

TREASURER:  Fred  H.  Porter,  Monument  Street,  Wenham. 

COLLECTOR:  Leslie  Morcan,  19  Abbott  Street 

PARISH  COMMITTEE:  Dr.  J.  Vernon  Muir,  Chairman,  299  Cabot  Street 

Richard  H.  Winchester,  Richard  C.  Southwick, 
Robert  L.  Spiller,  Forrest  E.  Tarr 

PLEDGE  COMMITTEE:  Adon  R.  Hoar,  Chairman 
USHERS:  Norman  Wilks,  Sr.,  Chairman 

PARISH  HOUSE  COMMITTEE:  Robert  Robertson,  Chairman 
HOSPITALITY  COMMITTEE:  Mrs.  Garrett  P.  S.  Cross,  Chairman 
CHURCH  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE:  Mrs.  Richard  C.  Southwick,  Chairman 
DECORATING  COMMITTEE:  Mrs.  Ruel  P.  Pope,  Chairman 
SOCIAL  ACTIVITIES  COMMITTEE:  Mrs.  Bertram  P.  Floyd,  Chairman 
NOMINATING  COMMITTEE:  Charles  E.  Ober,  Chairman 
DEACONESSES:  Elizabeth  D.  Webb  and  Ruth  L.  Lovett 

CHURCH  SCHOOL  SUPERINTENDENT:  Donald  Robertson 

(to  June  1942) 
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ORGANIZATIONS 


FIRST  PARISH  CHURCH  SCHOOL  AND  JUNIOR  CHURCH:  Junior 
Church,  for  children  from  the  fourth  grade  up,  meets  on  Sunday  at  9:45 

a.m.,  in  the  upper  hall  of  the  parish  house.  The  Lower  Church  School, 

for  kindergarten  and  primary  pupils,  meets  on  Sunday  at  11  a.m.,  in  the 

lower  hall  of  the  parish  house.  Director  of  Religious  Education,  the 

Minister;  secretary-treasurer  of  the  Church  School,  Miss  Winifred 
Upton;  librarian,  Hope  Crombie;  principal  of  the  Lower  School,  Miss 
Marion  Tucker;  chairman,  Junior  Parish  Committee,  Miss  Nancy  Black. 

PARISH  AID  ALLIANCE:  Mrs.  Richard  H.  Winchester,  President 

Meets  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  2:30  p.m.  in  the  Parish 
House. 

OLD  SOUTH  CLUB  (an  evening  Club  for  women):  Mrs.  Edward  A. 
Robinson,  President. 

Meets  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  Parish  House. 
LAYMEN’S  LEAGUE:  Mr.  Donald  Robertson,  President. 

Meets  on  the  first  Thursday  of  the  month  at  the  Parish  House,  6:30  p.m. 

JOHN  HALE  SOCIETY  (for  high  school  age  young  people,  15-21):  Keith 
Raymond,  President. 

Meets  Sunday  evening  at  6:30  p.m.  in  the  Parish  House. 

A  SOCIETY  FOR  OLDER  YOUNG  PEOPLE  AND  YOUNG  MARRIED 
COUPLES  will  be  organized  this  fall. 

QlRGANIST  and  CHOIR  DIRECTOR:  Ralph  Emerson  Stevens,  245  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  Belmont. 

SEXTON:  Philip  R.  Morrill,  22  Washington  Street. 
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TWO  HUNDRED  AND  SEVENTY  FIFTH 
ANNIVERSARY  COMMITTEES 


General  Committee 


Publication  Committee 

Bernard  S.  Leslie,  Chairman 
Charles  E.  Ober 
Robert  L.  Spiller 

Church  History  Committee 

Calvin  Pierce,  Chairman 

Albert  Boyden 

Miss  Katherine  P.  Loring 

Memorials  Committee 

Charles  E.  Ober,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Arthur  A.  Forness 
Mrs.  A.  Scott  Fraser 
Edward  H.  Ober 
Forrest  E.  Tarr 


Bernard  S.  Leslie,  Chairman 

Miss  Nancy  Black 

James  W.  Blackmer 

Albert  Boyden 

Dr.  C.  Boardman  Burnham 

Mrs.  Robert  H.  Gamble 

Miss  Hester  Mitchell 

Leslie  Morgan 

Dr.  J.  Vernon  Muir 

Charles  E.  Ober 

Edward  H.  Ober 

Mrs.  Ruel  P.  Pope 

Henry  S.  Pearson 

Keith  Raymond 

Donald  Robertson 

Robert  Robertson 

Frederic  H.  Sanborn 

Richard  C.  Southwick 

Robert  L.  Spiller 

Forrest  E.  Tarr 

Miss  Winifred  P.  Upton 

Mrs.  Richard  H.  Winchester 

Richard  H.  Winchester 

Anniversary  Service  Committee 

Robert  L.  Spiller,  Chairman 
Albert  Boyden 
Dr.  C.  Boardman  Burnham 
Dr.  J.  Vernon  Muir 
Mrs.  Ruel  P.  Pope 
Mrs.  Donald  Robertson 
Frederic  H.  Sanborn 
Norman  Wilks,  Sr. 

Mrs.  Samuel  P.  White 

Invitation  Committee 

Henry  S.  Pearson,  Chairman 
Mrs.  Emily  G.  Baker 
Miss  Mary  L.  Boyden 
Mrs.  C.  Boardman  Burnham 
Mrs.  Andrew  K.  Creesy 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Creesy 
Miss  Emma  McC.  Driver 
Mrs.  Adelaide  Lovett 
Mrs.  Henry  S.  Pearson 
Chester  C.  Pope 
Robert  Robertson 
Mrs.  Albert  R.  Sampson 


Exhibit  Committee 
Miss  Winifred  P.  Upton,  Chairman 
Herbert  W.  Dana 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nathan  H.  Foster 
Adon  R.  Hoar 
Henry  Jacobson 
Miss  Alice  G.  Lapham 
Mrs.  Bernard  S.  Leslie 
Miss  Ruth  Lovett 
John  C.  Lovett 
Miss  Hester  Mitchell 
Mrs.  W.  H.  Robertson 
Miss  Elizabeth  D.  Webb 
Miss  Elsie  Woodbury 


Anniversary  Tea  Committee 

Mrs.  Richard  H.  Winchester, 
Chairman 

Mrs.  Alexander  Black 
Mrs.  Guy  B.  Chaloner 
Mrs.  Samuel  B.  Crombie 
Mrs.  Garrett  P.  S.  Cross 
Mrs.  Oscar  R.  Frost 
Mrs.  Robert  H.  Gamble 
Miss  Pauline  Hutchinson 
Mrs.  Carl  Jacobson 
Mrs.  Henry  H.  Jacobson 
M  iss  Ruth  Lovett 
Miss  Adelaide  Lovett 
Mrs.  George  P.  McDonald 
Mrs.  J.  Vernon  Muir 
Mrs.  Edward  A.  Robinson 
Mrs.  Anna  H.  Stewart 
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The  Two  Hundred  and  Seventy  Fifth  Anniversary 
Service  and  Installation  of  the  Fifteenth  Minister 

October  11,1 942 

2:30  P.M. 


Robert  L.  Spiller,  Chairman 
PROCESSIONAL  HYMN 

OPENING  SENTENCES  AND  INVOCATION 

Rev.  Fred  R.  Lewis, 

Unitarian  Church,  Gloucester 

ANTHEM  The  Choir 

SCRIPTURE  LESSON 

Howard  Charles  Gale,  M.D., 

Unitarian  Church,  Peabody 
OFFERTORY  SENTENCES 

Rev.  William  Stanley  Nichols,  Litt.D.,  Danvers 
OFFERTORY  Organ  and  Choir 

HYMN 

ANNIVERSARY  ADDRESS 

Rev.  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  D.D.,  LL.D., 

Minister-emeritus,  Arlington  St.  Church,  Boston,  and 
past  president  of  the  American  Unitarian  Association 
ANTHEM  The  Choir 

ACT  OF  INSTALLATION  OF  THE  REVEREND  WILLIAM  HERMAN 
GYSAN,  Th.D.,  as  the  fifteenth  pastor,  conducted  by  Dr.  J.  Vernon  Muir, 
chairman  of  the  Parish  Committee 
PRAYER  OF  INSTALLATION 

Rev.  Bradford  E.  Gale, 

First  Church  in  Salem 

CHARGE  TO  THE  PASTOR  AND  PEOPLE 

Rev.  Dan  Huntington  Fenn,  M.A., 

Director  of  the  Department  of  the  Ministry, 

American  Unitarian  Association 
GREETINGS  TO  CHURCH  AND  PASTOR,  from 

The  First  Church  in  Salem 
Congregational  Church  in  Ipswtch 
Congregational  Church  in  Wenham 
Second  Parish  in  Beverly 
Unitarian  Church,  Manchester 
Essex  Unitarian  Conference 
The  Beverly  Ministerial  Association 
The  City  of  Beverly 

HYMN 

BENEDICTION  The  Minister 

ANNIVERSARY  TEA  IN  THE  PARISH  HOUSE 
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CHRONOLOGY  OF  THE  FIRST  PARISH 
AND  CHURCH  IN  BEVERLY 


1649 

(Dec.  10) 


1650 

(Aug.  2) 

1656-64 

1656 


1664 

1667 

(Apr.  23) 


1667 

(July  21) 
1667 

(Aug.  28) 
1667 

(Sept.  20) 


1667 

(Sept.  22) 

1667 

(Oct.  13) 

1668 

(Oct.  14) 
1682 

1685-6 

1692 


1697 

1698-9 

1700 


Members  of  the  Salem  church  living  at  Bass  River  (later  Beverly),  on  the 
north  side  of  the  ferry,  petition  the  rest  of  the  church  “for  some  course  to 
be  taken  for  the  means  of  grace  amongst  themselves,  because  of  the  tedi¬ 
ousness  and  difficulties  over  the  water  and  other  inconveniences.” 

After  hearing  a  renewal  of  the  preceding  request  made  on  July  22,  the 
rest  of  the  church  permit  the  Bass  River  members  to  seek  and  employ  a 
teacher,  while  still  holding  communion  with  the  Salem  church. 

Joshua  and  Jeremiah  Hubbard,  as  religious  teachers,  ‘‘dispense  the  word 
of  life”  at  Bass  River. 

The  first  meeting-house  erected  on  the  site  of  the  present  Salvation  Army 
building,  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  old  burial  ground.  House  also 
used  for  a  school  and  for  public  business.  First  bell  presented  by  Capt. 
Thomas  Lothrop,  who  obtained  it  as  a  prize  of  war,  from  a  friary  in 
Port  Royal. 

Mr.  John  Hale  of  Charlestown,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College,  called 
to  be  teacher  at  Bass  River. 

Bass  River  members  petition  the  Salem  church  to  grant  them  permission 
to  form  a  separate  church  society  w’ith  John  Hale  as  their  pastor.  Petition 
signed  by  Roger  Conant,  forty-eight  other  members,  and  twenty-four  not 
in  full  communion. 

At  a  meeting  adjourned  from  July  4,  the  Salem  church  grants  Bass  River 
members  liberty  to  be  a  separate  church,  ‘‘only  they  continue  members  until 
their  being  a  church.” 

John  Hale  called  to  be  pastor  at  Bass  River,  uniting  the  usually  distinct 
offices  of  teacher  and  pastor  in  his  person. 

John  Hale  ordained,  with  help  of  pastors  from  Salem,  Ipswich  and  Wen- 
ham,  and  " the  Church  of  Christ  at  Bass  River ”  organized  with  fifty  charter 
members,  whose  family  names  are:  Hale,  Dodge,  Woodberry,  Brackenbury, 
Stone,  Connant,  Patch,  Hill,  Lovett,  Haskall,  Sallows,  Lathropp,  Corning, 
Morgan,  Blacke,  Ellenwood ,  Dixey,  Wolfe,  Baker,  Bishopp,  and  Luff . 
They  adopt  a  simple,  liberal  covenant  and  a  Calvinistic  confession  of 
belief. 

First  member  received  by  letter:  Mrs.  Rebeckah  Hale  of  Salisbury. 

First  child  baptized:  Abigail  Sallows. 

Beverly  organized  as  a  town,  with  Andrew  Elliott  as  the  first  town  clerk. 
First  town  meeting  held  on  Nov.  23. 

Second  meeting-house  erected,  on  the  present  site.  A  special  room  is  pro¬ 
vided  in  the  meeting-house  as  a  storage  place  for  the  town’s  ammunition. 
Second  bell  installed. 

Elizabeth  Bishop  of  the  Beverly  church  becomes  first  victim  of  the  witch¬ 
craft  delusion.  Mr.  Hale  at  first  supports  the  prosecution  of  witches,  but 
later,  after  the  accusation  of  Mrs.  Hale,  he  reverses  his  position.  Mrs. 
Hale’s  noble  character  a  potent  force  in  destroying  the  witchcraft  delusion. 
Mr.  Hale  publishes  “A  Modern  Inquiry  into  the  Nature  of  Witchcraft.” 
Town  appoints  overseers  to  prevent  boys  and  idle  men,  sitting  out  of 
public  view,  from  acting  disorderly  during  church  services. 

John  Hale  dies.  Thomas  Blowers  becomes  the  second  pastor  (1700-29). 
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Third  bell  presented  by  Robert  Briscoe. 

Second  Parish  organized  in  North  Beverly. 

Mr.  Blowers  reads  122nd  Psalm  at  raising  of  the  Second  Parish  meeting-  j 
house. 

Mr.  Blowers  takes  lead  in  organizing  the  Beverly  Ministerial  Association, 
which  continues  to  this  day. 

Robert  Briscoe  presents  to  the  church  a  silver  communion  mug,  the  earliest 
piece  in  the  collection  of  parish  silver,  which  numbers  sixteen  pieces. 
Individual  public  confession  of  faith  and  religious  experience  dispensed 
with  on  joining  the  church. 

Joseph  C hampney  becomes  the  third,  pastor  (1729-177 3 ) .  Col.  Robert  Hale 
draws  up  seating  rules  for  332  men  and  321  women.  i 

The  Beverly  church  belatedly  accepts  the  Cambridge  Platform  of  1680,  with  j 
modifications  and  exceptions,  indicating  a  liberal  tendency. 

The  church  rejects  a  proposal  to  have  ruling  elders.  -j 

The  first  choir  selected  and  seated  together  to  revive  psalm-singing  and  to 
improve  the  regularity  of  worship. 

An  attempt  to  introduce  Watts’  Psalms  and  Hymns  in  the  church  service 
is  at  first  opposed,  but  at  length  succeeds.  j 

Third  meeting-house  erected,  on  the  present  site,  its  oak  frames  being 
retained  in  the  present  building.  During  construction  of  the  meeting-house 
services  are  held  under  a  large  elm  tree  in  front  of  Mr.  Champney’s  house 
(Dane  and  Hale  Sts.). 

Joseph  Willard  becomes  colleague  pastor  to  Mr.  Champney. 

A  Pulpit  Bible  is  bought  by  several  men  of  the  parish ,  and  on  May  2,  1773 
the  Bible  is  read  for  the  first  time  in  a  public  service  in  the  church.  This 
Bible,  the  King  James’  version  printed  by  Thomas  Baskett  of  London  in 
1759,  still  lies  on  the  pulpit  desk. 

Joseph  JVillard  becomes  the  fourth  pastor  (1773-81 ) . 

The  choir  is  installed  in  the  front  gallery,  opposite  the  pulpit,  “to  pitch 
the  tune  and  take  a  lead  in  singing.” 

The  meeting-house  is  fired  upon  by  the  British  ship  of  war  Nautilus,  but 
is  not  hit. 

Joseph  JVillard  resigns  to  become  president  of  Harvard  College  (1781-1804) . 
Joseph  McKeen  becomes  the  fifth  pastor  (1785-1802) .  Lives  on  site  of 
present  Y.M.C.A.  building. 

Nathan  Dane — Father  of  American  Law — member  of  First  Parish,  as  chair-  ; 
man  of  the  Resolutions  Committee  of  the  Old  Congress,  recommends  a  Con¬ 
stitutional  Convention  to  be  held  in  Philadelphia.  He  also  drafts  and  j 
carries  to  its  final  passage  the  Northwest  Territory  Ordinance  of  1787. 
Meeting-house  enlarged. 

Fourth  bell  installed,  made  by  Thos.  Dickerson  and  Sons,  London. 

Joseph  McKeen  resigns  to  become  the  first  president  of  Bowdoin  College 

(1802-7). 

Fifth  bell,  made  by  Paul  Revere  and  Sons,  installed  after  the  fourth  bell 
cracks.  Fifth  bell  recast  by  Wm.  Blake  and  Co.,  Boston,  in  1896.  Now 
at  the  Immanuel  Congregational  Church,  Rval  Side. 

Abiel  Abbot  becomes  the  sixth  pastor  (1803-28) .  Holds  Unitarian  views. 
Pulpit  Bible  rebound  and  singing  pews  furnished  by  ladies  of  the  church. 
Abiel  Abbot,  as  chairman  of  the  school  committee,  elevates  the  standards 
of  education  in  Beverly.  In  this  period  the  church  becomes  Unitarian.  The 
parish  is  the  largest  in  New  England,  numbering  about  3000  souls. 

Sunday  School  founded  by  two  ladies  of  the  parish,  Joanna  B.  Prince 
and  Hannah  Hill,  for  neglected  children  of  the  town.  It  is  first  Sunday 
School  known  to  have  been  organized  in  New  England.  Robert  Rantoul 
is  its  first  superintendent. 

Meeting-house  first  warmed  by  two  stoves. 

Robert  Rantoul,  parish  clerk  and  deacon,  a  devoted  member  of  the  church, 
gives  address  of  welcome  to  Lafayette  when  he  visits  Beverly  on  Aug.  31. 
Meeting-house  draped  in  black  for  forty  days  at  death  of  Abiel  Abbot. 
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Church  presents  a  silver  tankard  to  the  Second  Parish. 

Temperance  movement  makes  great  progress  in  Beverly. 

Christopher  Tappan  Thayer  becomes  the  seventh  pastor  (1830-58) .  Mr. 
Thayer  serves  as  chairman  of  the  school  committee. 

Dr.  Joshua  Fisher  founds  the  Ministerial  Fund  with  gift  of  $1000. 

Church  gives  silver  tankard  to  the  Beverly  Farms  church. 

Ministerial  Fund  incorporated  (Jan.)  and  trustees  incorporated  (April), 
with  Robert  Rantoul  as  chairman. 

Israel  Thorndike,  liberal  and  devoted  member  of  the  church,  dies. 

Meeting-house  remodelled,  organ  installed,  and  Willard  clock  placed  in 
the  tower. 

The  name  of  the  Beverly  Charitable  Society,  founded  by  Dr.  Joshua  Fisher, 
changed  to  the  Fisher  Charitable  Society,  by  Act  of  the  General  Court. 
Female  Charitable  Society  organized,  with  women  of  the  First  Parish 
continuously  among  its  leaders  to  this  day,  Mrs.  Samuel  P.  White  being 
its  present  president. 

Meeting-house  frescoed  inside  and  out. 

First  Parish  Sunday  School,  together  with  six  others,  celebrates  Fourth  of 
July  in  Ellis  Square  with  over  2000  pupils  present  from  the  entire  town. 
North  side  of  church  roof  ruined  by  fire. 

Pulpit  Bible  again  rebound. 

John  Calvin  Kimball  becomes  the  eighth  pastor  (1859-70).  In  the  anti¬ 
slavery  period  several  prominent  members  of  the  parish  are  vocal  against 
the  evils  of  slavery:  Nathan  Dane,  Robert  Rantoul,  Jr,  Charles  G.  Loring, 
and  Charles  W.  Upham. 

Meeting-house  remodelled,  becoming,  according  to  Rev.  Edwin  M.  Stone, 
author  of  the  “History  of  Beverly,”  the  finest  in  the  county,  and  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  country  at  that  time.  Front  architecture  in  Greek  style, 
with  fluted  columns. 

Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  founding  of  the  church  celebrated,  with 
an  impressive  and  scholarly  address  by  Rev.  Christopher  T.  Thayer. 

Ellery  Channing  Butler  becomes  the  ninth  pastor  (1872-94) . 

Meeting-house  altered  and  new  organ  installed. 

Seventy-fifth  anniversary  of  founding  of  the  Sunday  School  celebrated. 

Parish  celebrates  Centenary  of  Washington’s  Inaugural. 

William  Bernard  Geoghegan  becomes  the  tenth  pastor  (1894-6). 

Parish  Aid  Alliance  organized. 

Benjamin  Reynolds  Bulkeley  becomes  the  eleventh  pastor  (1897-1915) . 
Hannah  Bray,  friend  and  benefactor  of  the  Sunday  School,  dies.  The  piano 
given  by  Miss  Bray  is  still  used  on  the  stage  in  the  Parish  House. 
William  Endicott,  business  man  and  devoted  member  of  the  parish,  dies, 
his  life  spanning  the  terms  of  twenty-five  presidents  of  the  United  States. 
Meeting-house  completely  refurnished,  new  windows  installed,  and  addition 
made  to  organ  and  the  rear  room. 

Hymnal  “Hymns  of  the  Ages ”  compiled  by  Louisa  Putnam  Loring,  who 
presented  two  hundred  copies  to  the  church. 

Parish  House  at  9  Federal  St.  dedicated. 

William  Howard  Taft,  President  of  the  United  States,  attends  summer 
services  regularly,  while  residing  at  his  summer  “White  House”  in  Bev¬ 
erly.  Traditional  pastor’s  pew  (No.  84)  occupied  by  the  President  and 
since  marked  with  a  plate. 

One  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  founding  of  the  Sunday  School  observed. 
Tablet  unveiled  by  Master  Edward  Ober,  kin  of  Miss  Hill,  on  southeast 
wall  of  the  church,  in  memory  of  Joanna  B.  Prince  and  Hannah  Hill, 
founders  of  the  Sunday  School. 
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Philip  R.  Morrill,  the  present  sexton,  begins  his  duties.  The  church’s  sextons 
have  averaged  over  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  service  each. 

Pemberton  Hale  Cressey  becomes  the  twelfth  pastor  (1916-20). 

Tablet  dedicated  on  south  wall  of  the  church  in  memory  of  the  Rev.  Ellery 
Channing  Butler,  ninth  pastor. 

Two  Hundred  and  Fiftieth  Anniversary  of  founding  of  the  church  ob¬ 
served,  with  address  by  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Waters  of  the  Old  North  Church 
of  Ipswich. 

Old  South  Chapter,  Laymen’s  League,  organized. 

Howard  Charles  Gale  becomes  the  thirteenth  pastor  (1921-24). 

Fred  Rinaldo  Lewis  becomes  the  fourteenth  pastor  (1925-41). 

Old  South  Club,  an  evening  club  for  women,  organized  by  Mr.  Lewis. 

! 

Roland  W.  Boyden,  distinguished  public  servant  of  his  country  at  home 
and  abroad,  devoted  member  of  the  parish,  and  superintendent  of  its 
Sunday  School,  dies  while  attending  the  Sunday  service. 

Chimes  installed  as  a  legacy  of  Mary  A.  Butler,  widow'  of  Ellery  Channing 
Butler,  in  memory  of  their  son,  Max  Lovell  Butler.  The  three  morning 
and  afternoon  peals  are  variations  of  the  old  Dick  Whittington  tune  and 
the  two  evening  peals  are  variations  of  the  Guildford  chime. 

Choir  of  young  people,  organized  by  Mr.  Lewis  and  trained  by  Ralph 
Emerson  Stevens,  the  present  organist,  begins  to  make  its  successful  and 
much  appreciated  contribution  to  the  Sunday  morning  service. 

One  Hundred  and  Twenty-Fifth  Anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Sunday 
School  observed. 

Mr.  Lewis  resigns  to  become  pastor  of  the  Unitarian  church  in  Gloucester. 
William  Herman  Gysan,  Th.D.,  becomes  the  fifteenth  pastor. 

Junior  Church  and  Junior  Choir  organized. 

John  Hale  Society  organized  for  high  school  youth  in  the  parish,  and 
named  in  honor  of  the  first  minister  of  the  church. 

Two  Hundred  and  Seventy-Fifth  Anniversary  of  founding  of  the  church 
to  be  observed  at  2:30  p.m.,  with  address  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  A.  Eliot, 
of  Cambridge,  descendant  of  Andrew  Elliott,  first  town  clerk.  Installa¬ 
tion  of  Dr.  Gysan  as  fifteenth  pastor  by  Dr.  J.  Vernon  Muir,  chairman 
of  the  Parish  Committee,  at  the  close  of  the  Anniversary  service. 


BENEFACTORS  OF  THE  PARISH  AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Ministerial  Fund: 

Dr.  Joshua  Fisher,  Heirs  of  Israel  Thorndike,  Snake  Hill  Parsonage  Land  (sale), 
Charles  Davis,  C.  T.  Thayer  Fund,  Hannah  Bray,  William  Endicott,  Lydia  Stone, 
Emeline  S.  Robertson,  Hale  St.  Chapel  (sale),  and  Mary  A.  Butler.  Total:  $22,362. 
General  Parish  Fund: 

Family  of  Roland  W.  Boyden,  Abbey  W.  and  Belle  Hunt.  Total:  $40,000. 
Miscellaneous  Fund: 

Robert  Rantoul,  Andrew  W.  Rogers,  and  Mary  A.  Butler. 

Total  of  Parish  Funds:  $64,962. 

Sunday  School: 

Charles  Davis,  Henry  Woodberry,  Hannah  Bray,  Albert  Perry,  Frances  E.  Wells, 
Elizabeth  K.  Foster,  and  Emeline  Robertson.  Total  Sunday  School  funds:  $8500. 
Donors  of  the  Parish  Silver: 

Robert  Briscoe,  Rev.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  Blowers,  Hannah  Stone,  Deacon  William 
Dodge,  Capt.  I.  Herrick  and  sons,  Deacon  I.  Wood  and  sons,  Brethren  and  Sisters 
of  the  church  (two  pieces),  Mrs.  Mary  Barnard,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boyles,  a  Church 
Committee,  Pastor  and  Deacons,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Dane.  The  silver  collection 
consists  of  fifteen  communion  pieces  and  a  baptismal  bowl. 

Compiled  by  the  Minister 
September,  1042 
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